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PA S T O R ’ S PA G E S . . .
“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly,

and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each of
you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. (2
Cor. 9:6-8)
Have you ever thought about why you give money to the church
and other charities? There have been multiple studies done
regarding the motivation behind charitable giving. As I prepared
this newsletter, I asked some members of Shepherd of the Glades
what motivated them to be generous in the sharing of their
financial support and their time. Obviously volunteers do not get
paid, and the church does not have required fees like HOA’s, or
membership dues like clubs, or even a pew tax! The ministry that
happens in the church is mostly accomplished thanks to generous
people who volunteer their time, talents, and financial support.
According to national studies that have been done, 85% of people who volunteer their time,
talents and financial support to an organization do so because they say they were asked. It
would be interesting to know why the other 15% give to an organization if they were not
asked. Maybe out of guilt or obligation? So this month’s article invites you to think about what
motivates you to give your time, talents, and financial support to a charity or cause.
I enjoyed reading the responses of the members of Shepherd of the Glades who were asked
about their motivation for giving. Almost every person shared that they had parents or
grandparents who were a good example and taught them the importance of giving to others
and caring for others. Some were raised to tithe (give 10% of their income) to the church
because the church reaches out to many causes in need, and these needs require financial
support. Almost all who responded said that their giving is a response to the many blessings
they have received from God throughout their life. All who responded talked about a faithful
God who has always provided. There were many personal stories of family who taught that
when it comes to giving to those in need, we should always trust that our giving to God makes
a difference. One person even shared that their grandparents put up their home as collateral
to build their church! Wow! Talk about trust. Another person shared that they received
scholarships in college, so when they were able to help other students in need, they set up a
scholarship and paid it forward to others in need. Trusting the charity or organization you are
giving financial support to is a big reason people listed as their motivation for giving. Many
members responded that one reason they give is because of the importance of loving
relationships and belonging to a community with shared values. Some shared the importance
of having a church family/community when things got tough. The responses to the questions
about giving boiled down to this. A sense of belonging to a caring community and being a
difference maker through your participation is what motivated folks to give generously.
It is not obligation or guilt that motivates most people to give to the church. Rather, the Holy
Spirit leads us and guides us to recognize the importance of our life together as a church
community. A sense of belonging to the family of God through our Baptism, and making a
positive difference in the world often determines what we decide to give to the church.
The Bible has a lot to say about money and giving. Some churches teach that God commands
that we tithe. There are many stories in the Bible of faith filled leaders giving and teaching
others to give God a 10% offering but all of these stories are based on law and not grace.
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PA S T O R ’ S PA G E S . . .
We do not give to God through the church as an obligation. Giving back to God what God
has first given us helps us recognize that we can make a positive impact on the needs of our
local community and world through the church. Take a look at pages 13 and 14 of this
newsletter and you will see that your mission support to the ELCA has helped God start new
missions in our conference. Take a look Sunday morning at Hanson Hall and see that God is
reaching out to those in our community who speak Spanish because you were willing to
share a facility that God has first given us. There are so many stories of faith in action in the
ELCA that demonstrate that God is doing great things through your generosity and support.
Your generosity helps the Church grow and the Word of God be spread to our community
and beyond. Thank you for supporting the mission we share with your time, talent, and
financial gifts.
At Shepherd of the Glades, we are blessed to belong to a community of faith that are
difference makers for the sake of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Would you consider giving a
bit more of your time to help the committees do the work we are called to do together?
Would you be willing to prayerfully consider increasing your giving by 1% to help grow our
mission and outreach? Please do not do this out of guilt or out of a sense of duty.
Remember, “Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” Be joyful in your giving,
and thank you for your generosity. No matter what, always remember: You are beloved. You
belong to Christ. You are a difference maker.
Humbly serving Christ,
Pastor Jeff

THRIVENT UPDATES . . .
Salute our Soldiers Summer Action Team Challenge
Are you a member of Thrivent? Have you led a Thrivent Action Team?
The Thrivent Member Network – Southeast Region would like to challenge its members
to lead an Action Team to show our support and appreciation to our military veterans.
Our goal is to complete 20 patriotic Thrivent Action Teams between Memorial Day
(05/31/21) and Independence Day (07/04/21).
- One Thrivent Action Team leader from each state in our Thrivent Member Network
(FL, GA, SC, and NC) will be randomly chosen to direct $500 to an organization of your
choice.
- Go to thrivent.com/actionteam to apply for a Thrivent Action Team project and select
"patriotic" as your project cause. Apply now to be sure you receive your materials in
time.
Not a member of Thrivent yet? EVERYONE is always invited to join our Thrivent Online
Events! June 2021 Events include: Retirement Webinars, NASCAR’s Michael McDowell,
Dr. Gary Chapman, Savvy Tax Strategies and more!
No products will be sold at any of these events. For more information visit Thrivent.com/
social.
To register for these events and to see a full list of upcoming online events please visit
https://www.thriventfinancial.com/member-network/southeast/events/ and follow us on
Facebook @southeasttmn. Have questions? Reach out to Thrivent Financial
Associate David Contessa at (239) 300-5139 .
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COUNCIL’S CORNER . . .
SHEPHERD OF THE GLADES LUTHERAN CHURCH
MAY 11, 2021 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
The meeting was called to order by Bonny Dery, President.
The meeting of the Shepherd of the Glades Council was held in person and via
conference call because of the Corona Virus. Members in attendance: Bonnie
Brisky, Brenda Charleston, Pat Cooper, Bonny Dery, Barb Keller, Penny Morken,
Bob Tidmore, Paul Hashagen, Charlotte Wahlig, Doug Walck, and Phil Willman.
Pastor Ungs was also in attendance.
Devotions: Charlotte Wahlig
Council had a zoom meeting with Rev. Ana Lugo. Rev. Lugo is a ELCA Foundation
representative and discussed the benefits of investing in their Fund “A” account.
A motion to approve the minutes of the last Council meeting as written was made,
seconded, and passed.
Pastor’s report: Pastor Jeff reported that he has had meetings with Caloosa
Conference, East Naples Ministerial group, personal spiritual direction meetings;
property committee regarding 2021 property improvements and Capital
Campaign, Fuller Funeral Home director, and videos with virtual greeters. Met
with UMC Latino minister Orlando Ramirez, Caloosa Conference ELCA World
Hunger representative, Barbara Miller and Men’s prayer breakfast with Roland
Cumor. Pastor has been visiting and praying with members that have been
hospitalized or sick or interested in joining the church. He has been doing
homebound communions. Sunday, May 2nd began our 9:30 a.m. worship service
with masks and social distancing required. The Covid-19 church safety task
force will meet this month to determine if any changes to our safety policy can be
made.
The Iglesia Conexion Church began their worship service in Hanson Hall on
Sunday, May 2nd. Minister Orlando Ramirez expressed his gratitude for Hanson
Hall and was very pleased with the congregational turnout.
$56,510 has been committed to our capital campaign matching funds as of May
11, 2021. I am currently working with the assumption the total will be
approximately $85,000 for capital improvements.
Requested and Council approved vacation time from June 14th to 21st.
Treasurer’s Report: Bob Tidmore reported that the actual giving was below
budget for the month of April but the overall giving and expenses were even. The
BB&T investment account showed an increase as of April 30, 2021.
Both the Pastor’s and Treasurer’s reports were motioned for approval, seconded,
and passed.
(next page)
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COUNCIL’S CORNER (CONTINUED) . . .
Committee reports:
Endowment – Balance in Endowment Account shows an increase as of April 30,
2021. Committee had a meeting in April and discussed the possibility of
transferring our investments to an ELCA fund.
Parish Relations – Barb Keller reported that the Mutual Ministry will meet in
May.
Property - Doug Walck reported that the repaving of the parking lot will begin
Wednesday, May 19, 2021.
Education - No report
Fellowship – Pastor suggested that we begin having our coffee and cookie
fellowship again starting Sunday, June 6th after the worship service.
Stewardship – Committee will meet in the near future.
Evangelism-Bonnie Brisky reported that we will have a “New Member Sunday”
on May 23, 2021. There will be a small meet & greet dinner on Thursday, May
20, 2021 at 5:30 p.m.
Local Mission-Food was blessed and taken to St. Matthew’s in Naples and the
Friendship House in Immokalee.
Worship & Music – Committee will meet in the near future.
Council was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. with closing prayer by Pastor Jeff.
Next meeting will be June 8, 2021 at 6:00 p.m., with devotions by Paul
Hashagen.
Respectfully submitted,
Linda Tidmore, Administrative Assistant

FOOD FOR THE SOUL . . .
"Dads are most ordinary men turned by love into heroes, adventurers,
storytellers, and singers of song." – Unknown
"My father didn’t tell me how to live. He lived, and let me watch him do it."-

Clarence Budington Kelland
"A father carries pictures where his money used to be."- Steve Martin
“By profession I am a soldier and take great pride in that fact, but I am also
prouder, infinitely prouder, to be a father. A soldier destroys in order to build;
the father only builds, never destroys.”- General Douglas MacArthur
“Sometimes I think my papa is an accordion. When he looks at me and smiles
and breathes, I hear the notes.”-- Markus Zusak, The Book Thief
“The older I get, the smarter my father seems to get.”- Tim Russert
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AA GROUPS . . .
Women’s AA Group
On Monday nights at 7:30 p.m. you are invited to join the “Women by the Book”
closed AA meeting for women only. You are welcome to email: womenbythe
bookaa@gmail.com for Zoom information. The meeting will be on Zoom year round
and we will begin meeting at Shepherd of the Glades, Hanson Hall starting on
November 9, 2020 at 7:30 p.m.
Mixed AA Group
On Mondays at noon, a mixed AA group will be meeting in Hanson Hall. Also,
Tuesday evenings at 5:30 p.m. and Saturday morning, at 9:00 a.m. If you or someone
you know wishes to attend, please contact Tom Gallagher at 239-348-2205 or Frank
Zalar at 239-784-7351.

WE GET LETTERS . . .
In May we received the following letter:
Dear Church,
It is sad but Jim and I must resign from Shepherd of the Glades. We have sold our
condo and moved to Arkansas. We will miss everyone. Give our best to everyone
and tell them good-bye.
God’s blessing to all,
Jim & Nan Brooks

LAUGHTER IS MEDICINE FOR THE SOUL . . .
1st Friend: What does your father do for a living?
2nd Friend: He’s a magician. He performs tricks, like sawing people in half.
1st Friend: Do you have any brothers or sisters?
2nd Friend: Yep, four half-sisters and a half-brother.

CARING CONNECTIONS . . .
PRAYER LIST
Please keep the following people in your thoughts and prayer:
Lynn Arbeiter & Family
Merlyn Bowers
Maryann Buettner & Family
The Robert Cumor, Jr. Family
Tom & Vicki Dunlop
Carol Freitag
Sue Haberkorn

The Phil Kalbaugh Family
Sharon Hicks
Linda Lee
Anita & Nick Lehr
Pat Lussky
Mark & Lisa McGarity
The Carl Morken Family

Jim Oppermann
Catherine Victoria Parker
Family of Eleanor Pitzer
The Karen Puerner Family
The Ted Roscoe Family
Charlotte Sebe
Nina Smarjesse

Please let us know when someone should be added or removed from the Prayer
list.
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A CAPITAL IDEA . . .
2021 Property Capital Campaign Update
B&W Paving Contractors of Southwest Florida Inc. has completed the paving of
the church parking lot. This is the final planned property improvement project of
the 2021 Capital Campaign. The total for the new sign on Santa Barbara, new
parking lot lights, and pavement will be $85,000. See page 12 for photos. To
date, at the writing of this article, $62,010 has been pledged towards this large
capital improvement project: $10,000 from memorial funds, $10,000 from the
endowment funds, and $42,010 from individuals. Please prayerfully consider what
you can give to help keep the church property safe and beautiful. Remember that
the capital campaign is separate from your regular giving, and your offerings are
used to support the day to day budgetary expenses. We have a “thermometer” in
the Narthex to keep you updated on progress, but we are very excited to see the
improvements and it is our hope this project will be paid for by the 4th of July.
That way we can celebrate "independence" of debt incurred for this project.
Don Bassett, Chair

REMEMBER THOSE IN SERVICE TO THEIR COUNTRY . . .
Staff Sergeant Adam Crown
Warrant Officer, Christopher Farnsworth
Airman Corey Malinowski
Capt. Michael Scott
Army Sergeant Kendra Stofflet at Ft. Campbell Army Base, KY
Warrant Officer Robert Stofflet at Ft. Campbell Army Base, KY
Lieutenant Sterling Payne, 205 Ming St. Warrensburg MO

FINANCIALLY, HOW ARE WE DOING? . . .
PERIOD: Five Months Ended May, 2021

Operating Income
Operating Expense
Net Income (Deficit)

Actual

Budget

Difference:
Favorable
(Unfavorable)

$24,660

$25,060

($400)

$40,725

$28,212

($12,513)

($16,065)

($3,152)

($12,913)
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NEWS IN THE SHEEPFOLD. . .
If we have missed your birthday or anniversary, please call the office so we can
update our information and not miss you next time! YOU are special to us!

HAPPY JUNE BIRTHDAYS TO . . .

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES . . .
HAPPY ANNIVERSERY TO:

June 1

Kent Adams

June 1

Sharon & Ron Eickhoff

June 5

Maureen Drum

June 5

Beverly & Kent Adams

June 8

Hannah Bettridge

June 9

Karen & Randy Kuzel

June 9

Peter Krehan

June 9

Debra Addams

June 10

Janis & Wilbur Johnson

June 11
June 14
June 16

Joan Thomas
Bruce Tillman
Marilyn Malinowski

June13

Ginny & Bob Trendel

June 14

Shirley & Alan Rowold

June 17

Jean & Carl Zisrk

June 16

Ray Mendez

June 17

Nan & Jim Brooks

June 17

Paul Hashagen

June 20

Karen Ganzo-Soto

June 17

Barbara & Lee Collins

June 21

Donna Read

June 18

Cynthia & Bruce Tillman

June 21

Everett Bernabei

June 24

Anita & Nicholas Lehr

June 22

Anthony Seminaro

June 25

Ginny & William MacDonald

June 24

Debbie McWaters

June 28

Doc Lofthouse

June 26

Christine & David Willits

June 30

Tom Dunlop

June 26

Kelly & Christopher Bettridge

June 30

Stanley Leimer

June 28

Marilyn & Leo Malinowski

June 29

Barbara & Ray Keith

R E C E I V E D H E R V I C TO RY . . .
Eleanor Pitzer received her victory in the Lord on Tuesday,
May 11, 2021. A memorial service was held at SOTG on
Saturday, May 29, 2021 at 3:00 p.m.
The victory service for Karen Puerner, who received her
victory December 10, 2020 was at SOTG on Sunday, May 30,

2021.
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WORKING WITH OUR COMMUNITY . . .
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G E T T I N G T O K N O W YO U . . .
On Sunday, May 23, 2021, after a long pause from COVID-19, we celebrated “New
Member Sunday” with the reception of nine new members. Please welcome our
newest members:
James “Brad” Caulder joined as active member by
affirmation of faith.
For contact information, please call the office.
Brad has two sons and is a recent grandfather. He has
been involved in education, insurance, and banking.

Pastor Bob & Colleen Hoffman are rejoining
Shepherd of the Glades as active members
after leaving us to serve at another church.
For contact information, please call the
office.
Bob & Colleen came to SOTG in July, 2018
to provide interim pastoral ministry before
Pastor Jeff arrived in August, 2019. After a
stint in interim ministry at another church,
Bob & Colleen have decided to make SOTG
their church home.

Jacqueline & William Masterson joined by letter
of transfer from Holy Cross Lutheran Church,
Tom’s River, NJ
For contact information, please call the office.
Jacqueline & William have been married almost
51 years and live nearby.
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU . . .
Lynn Rolland joined affirmation of faith.
For contact information, please call the office.
Lynn came to SOTG through her parents, Joyce &
Vernon Rolland. Lynn has been involved in human
resources.

Marcia Schacht & Thomas Watts joined by letter
of transfer from Peace Lutheran Church in S.
Haven, MI.
For contact information, please call the office.
Marcia has served in mutual ministry, education,
and worship and music. She has been a special
ed. teacher and enjoys reading, painting,
knitting, shell crafts, and sewing.

Theresa “Terry” Hansen joined by affirmation of
faith.
For contact information, please call the office.
Terry hails from New Jersey and worked in the
publishing business and with master gardeners.
She enjoys reading, walking, and games.
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STEWARDING OUR PROPERTY . . .
Our parking lot is now repaved and looking good!
BEFORE:

DURING:

AFTER:

SEW-SEW LADIES . . .
With a shortened season of
quilting and a very small
group of ladies we still
managed to make 75 quilts to
divide between St. Matthew’s
House and The Shelter for
Abused Women and Children.
Fun fact: Three of our
quilters do not attend Shepherd of the Glades.
Our special thanks and appreciation to Earnie Keller who has continued sewing even
though she has moved two hours away!! Thank you to those who cut fabric at home
from the extra templates I had made.
We attended an end of season luncheon at The Player’s Club and Spa where everyone
enjoyed the atmosphere.
We look forward to returning to quilting in the fall.
Maryann Buettner
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LOCAL MISSIONS . . .
You may not be aware, but our mission support for the FL Bahamas Synod
supports local missions, such as those listed below:
EMMANUAL COMMUNITY PARK
Emmanuel Community Park is a community outreach ministry of Emmanuel
Lutheran Church of Naples. Our objective is to enhance the well being of the
community through our Emmanuel Community Park and the future construction of a
community services center on the site, with needed services for children, families
and seniors to be provided by Collier County's leading not for profit agencies, in
addition to facilities for worship and communities of faith. Construction has been
completed on the Goodyear Sports Field, our playground, the parking lot and the
lake. Beautification of the site will continue! The addition of a shaded, covered
pavilion for sports field guests is expected over the coming months.
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LOCAL MISSIONS (CONTINUED) . . .

GRACIAS / DANKE / MERCI / GRAZIE . . .

From Pastor Jeff, Kelli, and
Abraham: Thanks for all the
well wishes and helping us
celebrate Abraham’s high
school graduation!
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M O N T H AT A G L A N C E . . .

JUNE,2021
Sunday

6

Mon

7

SECOND SUNDAY OF AA MIXED GROUP
PENTECOST
12 NOON
9:30 A.M. LIVE
STREAMING
WORSHIP

AA WOMEN’S
GROUP
7:30 P.M.

13

14

THIRD SUNDAY OF
PENTECOST

AA MIXED GROUP
12 NOON

9:30 A.M. LIVE
STREAMING
WORSHIP

AA WOMEN’S
GROUP
7:30 P.M.

20

21

FOURTH SUNDAY OF AA MIXED GROUP
PENTECOST
12 NOON
FATHER’S DAY
9:30 A.M. LIVE
STREAMING
WORSHIP

27

AA WOMEN’S
GROUP
7:30 P.M.

28

FIFTH SUNDAY OF
PENTECOST

AA MIXED GROUP
12 NOON

9:30 A.M. LIVE
STREAMING
WORSHIP

AA WOMEN’S
GROUP
7:30 P.M.

Tue

Wed

1

2

AA MIXED GROUP
5:30 P.M.

7:30-9:00 P.M.
IGLESIA
CONEXION
CHURCH

8

9

COUNCIL MTG
6:00 P.M.

7:30-9:00 P.M.
IGLESIA
CONEXION
CHURCH

AA MIXED GROUP
5:30 P.M.

Thurs.
3

10

Fri

Sat

4

5

6:00 - 8:00 P.M.
IGLESIA
CONEXION
CHURCH

AA MIXED GROUP
9:00 A.M.

11

12

6:00 - 8:00 P.M.
IGLESIA
CONEXION
CHURCH

AA MIXED GROUP
9:00 A.M.

15

16

17

18

19

AA MIXED GROUP
5:30 P.M.

7:30-9:00 P.M.
IGLESIA
CONEXION
CHURCH

NEWSLETTER
SUBMISSION
DEADLINE

6:00 - 8: 00 P.M.
IGLESIA
CONEXION
CHURCH

AA MIXED GROUP
9:00 A.M.

22

23

24

25

26

AA MIXED GROUP
5:30 P.M.

7:30-9:00 P.M.
IGLESIA
CONEXION
CHURCH

6:00 - 8:00 P.M.
IGLESIA
CONEXION
CHURCH

AA MIXED GROUP
9:00 A.M.

29

30

AA MIXED GROUP
5:30 P.M.

7:30-9:00 P.M.
IGLESIA
CONEXION
CHURCH

.
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