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“I will give thanks to the Lord with all my heart; I will tell of all
Your wonders .” Psalm 9:1

SHEPHERD OF THE GLADES
LUTHERAN CHURCH

PA S T O R ’ S PA G E S . . .
“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
though he was rich, yet for our sakes he became poor so
that you through his poverty might become rich.”
(1 Corinthians 8-9)
This seems like an odd Bible verse about which to write a
Thanksgiving article. However, legend has it that this very
verse inspired a hymn writer to compose a very well known
Christian Hymn, “Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart.” This
hymn is not like many of the other songs we sing in church
because this particular hymn was not written and
composed until 1978. Although this hymn has erroneously
been credited to Don Moen in some places, the correct
author and composer of this famous hymn is Henry Smith.
The story behind the hymn is what makes it worth sharing
as we celebrate the Thanksgiving holiday.
Henry Smith graduated from Seminary in 1978. While in seminary and after he
graduated, Smith suffered from a degenerative eye condition that would eventually
leave him blind. Unfortunately, Smith was unable to get a call to serve a church.
Yet even with the challenges he faced with his degenerative eye condition and
inability to land a job, he never gave up hope or his faith in Christ. While attending a
church in Williamsburg, Virginia, Smith’s pastor shared the Bible verse from 1
Corinthians, written at the beginning of this article. Smith realized how Jesus
made himself poor just to make others rich through him. Finding hope in the
scripture, Smith crafted this song of thanksgiving and trust. He later called it “Give
Thanks with a Grateful Heart.” Smith started performing the song in church, and
an American military officer happened to attend worship one Sunday when Smith
was singing this hymn. The officer took the song with him to Germany where he
and his wife introduced the song to their congregation. Soon the hymn was being
played and sung throughout all of Europe where it became a standard hymn. In
1986, the hymn caught the attention of Integrity Music who published the hymn
under an unknown author. An American songwriter, Don Moen, known for praise
music picked up the hymn and released the song on his “Give Thanks” album.
Thus, he was given credit for this hymn. Eventually, Smith learned that his song
had been published and notified Integrity Music that he was the author. Integrity
Music gave the rights to the song to Smith and over 50 other recording studios
produced the hymn. While attending a concert of Don Moen, Smith heard his hymn
sung in Russian and it is said that he was overcome with joy and cried. Henry
Smith composed over 300 hymns that remain unpublished. “Give Thanks” is the
only hymn that received international recognition. With the incredible success of
“Give Thanks (With a Grateful Heart),” it became Hosanna! Music’s bestselling
release, selling more than one million copies around the world. Church
congregations around the world favorably received the song, and it is now
recognized as one of the most popular contemporary hymns.
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PA S T O R ’ S PA G E S . . .
Rather than wallow in self pity and anger over his impending blindness and
inability to receive a call to the church, Henry Smith turned to the Word of God
for encouragement and inspiration. His legacy lives on through this single hymn.
As we celebrate the holiday of Thanksgiving, I invite you to reflect on how you
respond to difficult times. Do you complain and focus on what is not going well in
your life, or do you give God thanks, with a grateful heart for the many riches
Christ has given you? Have a blessed Thanksgiving, and give God thanks for all
that God has done for you.
Pastor Jeff

CONNECTING WITH OUR NEIGHBORS . . .
We not only connected with our neighbors, but we had fun with our 2021 “Trunk
or Treat”! Thanks to all who donated the treats!
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COUNCIL CORNER . . .
October 12, 2021 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
A motion to approve the minutes of the last Council meeting as written was made,
seconded, and passed.
Pastor’s report: Pastor Jeff reported that he has had ZOOM meetings with East
Naples Ministerial group, personal spiritual direction meetings, and Caloosa
Conference. He has attended weekly staff meetings and met with the Property
Committee and the Mutual Ministry Team. Pastor has met with the Pastors of both
the Spanish and Haitian churches. He has been visiting and praying with
members that have been hospitalized or sick, and he has been doing homebound
communions. Memorial service for Carol Lyberg is scheduled for Saturday,
October 30th at 11:00 a.m. with luncheon to follow. Synod Assembly will be online
October 15-16th. Ann and Paul Hashagen will join Pastor Jeff and participate
together and vote online. Hanson Hall continues to be utilized by Iglesia Conexion
United Methodist Church, Haitian Baptist Church, Bone Builders, AA Groups, HOA
neighborhood groups and our Sew-Sews. We continue to follow CDC guidelines
and are monitoring local Covid cases. Masks continue to be recommended
during worship. It is my hope that October 31st (Reformation Sunday) we will be
able to return to communion at the railing. Pastor encouraged the Council
liaisons to help their committees’ set goals for the upcoming year and discuss
ways these goals can be reached. Thank you to Pastor Tara McGraw for filling in
for Pastor during his time away for a family funeral. Pastor will be gone from
October 20-27th.
Treasurer’s Report: Bob Tidmore stated that the BB&T account showed a
decrease for the month of September but continues to show an increase YTD.
The PPP loan due in October 2021 has been forgiven. Finance committee
continues to meet with the chairman of each committee to determine their needs
for the upcoming year. The Finance Committee will then present Council with a
2022 budget at the November meeting.
Both the Pastor’s and Treasurer’s reports were motioned for approval, seconded,
and passed.
Committee reports:
Endowment – Balance in ELCA Endowment Account shows an increase as of
September 30, 2021.
Parish Relations – No report
Property - Doug Walck reported that the equipment needed for the lighting
modules & the new electrical beam in the Sanctuary is on backorder. Doug will
check on the fire safety monitoring when work on the beam is completed.
Education – Pastor Ungs is providing a Bible study class every Thursday at 3:00
p.m. The church is selling calendars again this year as a fund raiser for education.
Fellowship – Penny Morken agreed to be the Council liaison for this committee.
Committee will meet on Thursday, October 14th to plan the activities for the year.
Stewardship – Committee is working on the correspondence letter for next year.
Page 4 of 16

COUNCIL CORNER (Continued) . . .
Evangelism-Bonnie Brisky reported that the “New Member Sunday” will be
November 21st. Committee is still discussing plans for the Giving Tree. Pastor
will find out what the need is from the churches that hold their services in
Hanson Hall and other organizations in the community. Committee will meet to
discuss ways to introduce our Church to those new in the area.
Local Mission-Food was blessed and taken to St. Matthew’s Friendship House in
Immokalee and was greatly appreciated. The Friendship House volunteers are
trying to find a safer way to interact with the community while observing Covid
restrictions.
Worship & Music – No report
New Business:
Trunk or Treat will take place in the north parking lot of the Church on Sunday,
October 31st beginning at 6:00 p.m. Cars will be decorated for Halloween, and
we hope to have games planned for the little ones. We will pass out Church
flyers to the adults informing them of the worship service hours and the
different activities we offer during the year.
Paul Todd Christmas concert is scheduled for Monday, December 6, 2021, at
7:00 p.m. Tickets will be $20.00 each, and the proceeds will be donated as a
memorial to Carol Lyberg and all her years of service. The committee is talking
with the family as to where the proceeds should be donated.
Council was adjourned at 7:15 p.m. with closing prayer by Pastor Jeff.
Next meeting will be November 9, 2021, at 6:00 p.m., with devotions by Bob
Tidmore.
Respectfully submitted,
Linda Tidmore, Administrative Assistant

WE GET LETTERS . . .
Shepherd of the Glades family,
Thank you for having us Sunday,
October 24, 2021. We appreciate
your support and encouragement.
God bless your church for your
kindness, love, and generosity.
Pastor Will Kitchen & Fort Myers
Teen Challenge
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AA GROUPS . . .
Women’s AA Group
On Monday nights at 7:30 p.m. you are invited to join the “Women by the Book”
closed AA meeting for women only. You are welcome to email: womenbythe
bookaa@gmail.com for Zoom information.
Mixed AA Group
On Mondays at noon, a mixed AA group meets in Hanson Hall. If you or someone
you know wishes to attend, please contact Tom Gallagher at 239-348-2205.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY . . .
After a long pause from COVID-19, we are scheduling the Women’s Bible Study on
the second Friday of each month. Our first Women’s Bible Study will be held on
Friday, November 12, 2021, at 10:00 a.m. We use the “Gather” Bible study for the
month. All women are welcome and we meet in the music room. Please bring
your magazine and your Bible.

JOIN US FOR BIBLE STUDY . . .
Pastor Ungs has scheduled a Bible study class on Ecclesiastes every Thursday at
3:00 p.m. in the choir room. The class will also be live streamed on ZOOM, or you
can access on our website. All are welcome!

CARING CONNECTIONS . . .
PRAYER LIST
Please keep the following people in your thoughts and prayer:
Afghanistan people & troops
Lynn Arbeiter & Family
Sharon & Alan Bos
Family of Maryann Buettner
Velma Carrasco
Tom & Vicki Dunlop
Family of Carol Freitag

Ed & Sherry Larson
Anita & Nick Lehr
Linda Lee
Carl & Jean Lipke
Doc Lofthouse
Patricia Lussky
Family of Carol Lyberg

Family of Wayne Roberts
Charlotte Sebe
Micah Smith
Helen Sobe
The Swain Family
Pastor Jeff Ungs
Family of Kenny Ungs

Steven G.
Sue Haberkorn
Family of Sharon Hicks
Carl Hydes
Family of Phil Kalbaugh
Pastor Ron Klose

Family of Mark McGarity
Family of Carl Morken
Jim Opperman
Catherine Victoria Parker
Family of Eleanor Pitzer
Family of Karen Puerner

Terry Vallon
Rob Whistler
Family of Anna Wood
Ed Woodman
Ron Zeman

Please let us know when someone should be added or removed from the Prayer list.
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LAUGHTER IS MEDICINE FOR THE SOUL. . .
PUNS FOR THE EDUCATED MIND
A rubber band pistol was confiscated from algebra class because it was a weapon
of math disruption.
She was only a whiskey maker, but he loved her still.
No matter how much you push the envelope, it’ll still be stationery.
A dog gave birth to puppies near the road and was cited for littering.
I thought I saw an eye doctor on an Alaskan island, but it turned out to be an
optical Aleutian.
The fattest knight at King Arthur’s round table was Sir Cumference. He acquired
his size from too much pi.
If you jumped off the bridge in Paris, you’d be in Seine.
Two silk worms had a race. They ended up in a tie.
Two hydrogen atoms meet. One says, “I’ve lost my electron.” The other says, “Are
you sure?” The first replies, “Yes, I’m positive.”

REMEMBER THOSE IN SERVICE TO THEIR COUNTRY . . .
Staff Sergeant Adam Crown
Warrant Officer, Christopher Farnsworth
Airman Corey Malinowski
Marine Tom McJilton
Army Sergeant Kendra Stofflet at Ft. Campbell Army Base, KY
Warrant Officer Robert Stofflet at Ft. Campbell Army Base, KY
Lieutenant Sterling Payne, 205 Ming St. Warrensburg MO

FINANCIALLY, HOW ARE WE DOING? . . .
PERIOD: Ten Months Ended October 31, 2021

Operating Income
Operating Expense
Net Income (Deficit)

Actual

Budget

Difference:
Favorable
(Unfavorable)

$240,051

$269,760

($29,709)

$275,490

$285,578

$10,088

($35,439)

($15,818)

($19,621)
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NEWS IN THE SHEEPFOLD. . .
If we have missed your birthday or anniversary, please call the office so we can
update our information and not miss you next time! YOU are special to us!

HAPPY NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS TO . . .
November 3

Linda Tidmore

November 7

Hank Beers

November 7

Darlene Momberg

November 8

Alexa Tibbetts

November 9

Patricia Cumor

November 14

Helen Rasmussen

November 15

Barbara Keith

November 18

Marcia Schacht

November 18

James Opperman

November 21

Bernard Schmidt

November 21

Elaine Sima

November 22

Bonnie Dahl

November 23

Clay Baker

November 25

Marcie Montgomery

November 26

Sharon Eickhoff

November 29

LeAnn Granato

November 29

Ashley Buettner

November 29

Charlotte Buettner

November 29

Lauren Buettner

November 30

Barbara Collins
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NEWS IN THE SHEEPFOLD. . .

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES . . .
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:
November 7

Lisa & Phil Willman

November 21

Alice & Don Bassett

November 27

Annette & Gry Larson

November 28

Diane & David Roforth-Smith

RECEIVED THEIR VICTORIES . . .
Clare Campbell received her victory in the Lord on Thursday,
April 15, 2021 in Fayetteville.
H. G. Fisher, our former Director of Music, received his victory
in the Lord on Thursday, October 7, 2021. Arrangements are pending.

FOOD FOR THE SOUL . . .
WISDOM FROM MARTIN LUTHER
“This life therefore is not righteousness, but growth in righteousness, not health,
but healing, not being but becoming, not rest but exercise. We are not yet what
we shall be, but we are growing toward it, the process is not yet finished, but it is
going on, this is not the end, but it is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory, but
all is being purified.”
“True humility does not know that it is humble. If it did, it would be proud from the
contemplation of so fine a virtue.”
“I cannot choose but adhere to the word of God, which has possession of my
conscience; nor can I possibly, nor will I even make any recantation, since it is
neither safe nor honest to act contrary to conscience! Here I stand; I cannot do
otherwise, so help me God! Amen.”
“Let the wife make the husband glad to come home, and let him make her sorry to
see him leave. “
Page 9 of 16

OUR FLORIDA BAHAMAS SYNOD AT WORK . . .
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CHRISTMAS IS COMING! . . .
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS ORDER FORM!
Please help us beautify our sanctuary in praise to
our Savior this Christmas! Poinsettias will be placed
around the altar for Christmas. You may take your
poinsettia(s) home after Christmas Eve worship.
Please order one or more poinsettias by completing
the form below. The cost is $20 per poinsettia. The deadline for ordering is
Friday, December 17, 2021. Please place your order form in the offering
plate, leave in the basket in the narthex, or deliver to the Church office.
I would like to order _____ Poinsettias at $20 each, dedicated as
indicated below: (Please print)
Bulletin Dedication #1 _______________________________________________
Bulletin Dedication #2 _______________________________________________
Bulletin Dedication #3 _______________________________________________
Bulletin Dedication #4 _______________________________________________
My check or cash is attached for $_________.
My name: _______________________________________________________________
My phone: __________________________ My envelope Number: __________
Office use only:
Date received: ___
Dedication entered ___ Amount paid _____
Check #______ Cash ______

2021 GIVING TREE . . .
As we enter the Christmas season, the Evangelism
Committee is hard at work planning for another “Giving
Tree” opportunity. Look for the tree in the Narthex, and
details will follow.
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A N N U A L PA U L T O D D C H R I S T M A S C O N C E R T . . .

Tickets may be purchased in the courtyard every Sunday before and after
worship, from the Church office during regular hours, or from Penny Morken at
(239) 417-8852.
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THRIVENT UPDATES . . .
YOU’RE INVITED: Thrivent Member Network November
2021 Events
We help Christians find financial clarity, enabling lives full of meaning and gratitude. All are
welcome to attend our free virtual events. Check ‘em out!
November 10, 2021 | 12:00 PM The Power of Membership (Virtual)
As a Thrivent member, you have access to a suite of tools and resources designed to assist
you in living a more content, confident and generous life. From helping you be wise with
money to supporting your desire to live generously, Thrivent is here to guide you on your
journey.
Join us for an educational webinar to learn about your member benefits and how you can
make an impact in the communities where you live, work and worship. We'll cover it all,
from Thrivent Action Teams to Thrivent Choice. We will also include educational resources,
free and discounted services and so much more. Whether you're a new member or just
need a refresher, you won't want to miss this!
Can't attend at this time? Don't worry, this event will be recorded.
Register for free - https://bit.ly/MemberPower123
November 17, 2021 | 7:00 PM Retirement & Taxes with IRA Expert, Ed Slott (Virtual)
Join the Thrivent Member Network for an exclusive online webinar, Retirement and Taxes,
with guest speaker, Ed Slott. This totally unique, entertaining and educational online
webinar is for members, like you, who have spent a lifetime saving for retirement and now
want to know how taxes will impact those savings… and what you can do about it. During
this webinar you will gain insight on balancing your retirement security with the impact of
taxes. Ed Slott combines his extensive IRA tax knowledge with humor and stories that
anyone can relate to.
Register for free - https://bit.ly/EdSlott123
November 19, 20 and 21, 2021 | ALL Hours Big Daddy Weave Virtual Concert (Virtual)
Enjoy a virtual concert with one of the most beloved bands in Christian music, Big Daddy
Weave. Known for honest songs that tell personal stories of freedom in Christ, Big Daddy
Weave fans have long admired the band for their particular brand of real-life, real-person
openness. An exclusive interview with lead singer Mike Weaver, is included where he
shares about the latest album, his recently released book and what the rest of this year
looks like for the band. View this online event on your own schedule for three day only.
A contemporary Christian rock band, Big Daddy Weave is known for honest songs that tell
personal stories of freedom in Christ. With songs like “My Story,” “The Lion and the Lamb,”
“Overwhelmed,” “I Know,” and “Redeemed,” Big Daddy Weave has been long admired for
their particular brand of real-life, real-person openness.
Register for free - https://bit.ly/BigDaddy123
UPCOMING IN DECEMBER…Christmas with Amy Grant Virtual Concert and more!

No products will be sold. For additional disclosures, see Thrivent.com/social.
Feel free to share the events with your friends and family. Contact us at
SoutheastTMN@thrivent.com or see what’s happening at thrivent.com/southeast or at
Facebook.com/SoutheastTMN.
Questions about Thrivent?
Call Thrivent Financial Associate David Contessa at (239) 300-5139.
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CALENDAR CUES . . .
DON’T FORGET THE TIME CHANGE ON SUNDAY, NOV. 7TH.
(SET CLOCKS ONE HOUR BEHIND ON SATURDAY NIGHT.)
FELLOWSHIP BAKE SALE
The fellowship committee will have our Annual Bake Sale on Sunday, December
5, 2021. This will be in the courtyard following the worship service. We invite all
interested bakers to participate. The committee will receive baked goods in
Hanson Hall on Saturday, December 4, 2021 between 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon.
The committee is hoping many of you will participate and bring your “yummy “
baked goods to sell to your fellow congregational members.

SEW-SEWS ARE BACK
Quilting will resume Tuesday, November 2, 2021, 8:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in
Hanson Hall. Anyone that loves to sew is welcome.

CALLING ALL NEW MEMBERS
If you would like to make Shepherd of the Glades your spiritual home, either as a
seasonal or full time member, please let us know. New Member Sunday is
scheduled for November 21, 2021, with an orientation and pizza at 5:00 p.m. on
Thursday, November 18, 2021.

ADVENT BEGINS
The first Sunday of Advent is Sunday, November 28, 2021.

COMING EVENTS . . .
ANNUAL MEETING
The annual meeting where we elect new Council members and vote on the 2022
annual budget will be held on Sunday, December 12, 2021, after the 9:30 a.m.
service.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
Christmas Eve services are on Friday, December 24, 2021 at both 5:00 and 7:00
p.m. There will be candlelight communion and special music at both services.
Come and invite friends to worship for this very special time of year where our
hearts are inspired and hope rekindled!

COMING FELLOWSHIP EVENT
Mark your calendars! On Sunday, January 16, 2022, SOTG’s Welcome Back
Luncheon will be held after the 10:30 a.m. service. Details to follow!
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M O N T H AT A G L A N C E . . .

NOVEMBER,2021
Sunday

Mon
1
9:00 - 10:00 A.M.
BONE BUILDERS
AA MIXED GROUP
12 NOON

Tue
2
8:30 - 11:00 A.M.
SEW-SEWS

7

8

AA WOMEN’S
GROUP 7:30 P.M.

14

15

TWENTY FIFTH
SUNDAY OF
PENTECOST

9:00 –10:00 A.M.
BONE BUILDERS

9:30 A.M. LIVE
STREAMING
WORSHIP

AA MIXED GROUP
12 NOON

22

CHRIST THE KING
SUNDAY & NEW
MEMBER SUNDAY

9:00 –10:00 A.M.
BONE BUILDERS

9:30 A.M. LIVE
STREAMING
WORSHIP

28
FIRST SUNDAY IN
ADVENT
9:30 A.M. LIVE
STREAMING
WORSHIP

9
8:30 - 11:00 A.M.
SEW-SEWS

AA MIXED GROUP
12 NOON

9:00 –10:00 A.M.
BONE BUILDERS

10
9:00 –10:00 A.M.
BONE BUILDERS

4

Fri
5

11
3:00 P.M. BIBLE
STUDY W/ PASTOR
JEFF

12

17

18

9:00 –10:00 A.M.
BONE BUILDERS

3:00 P.M. BIBLE
6:00 - 8: 00 P.M.
STUDY W/ PASTOR IGLESIA
JEFF
CONEXION
CHURCH
5:30 P.M. NEW
MEMBER
NEWSLETTER
ORIENTATION
SUBMISSION
DEADLINE

7:30-9:00 P.M.
IGLESIA
CONEXION
CHURCH

23
8:30 - 11:00 A.M.
SEW-SEWS

24
9:00 –10:00 A.M.
BONE BUILDERS
7:30-9:00 P.M.
IGLESIA
CONEXION
CHURCH

30
8:30 - 11:00 A.M.
SEW-SEWS

AA MIXED GROUP
12 NOON
AA WOMEN’S
GROUP 7:30 P.M.
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6

13

10:00 A.M.
WOMEN’S BIBLE
STUDY

16
8:30 - 11:00 A.M.
SEW-SEWS

Sat

3:00 P.M. BIBLE
6:00 - 8:00 P.M.
STUDY W/ PASTOR IGLESIA
JEFF
CONEXION
CHURCH

7:30-9:00 P.M.
IGLESIA
CONEXION
CHURCH

AA WOMEN’S
GROUP 7:30 P.M.

29

9:00 –10:00 A.M.
BONE BUILDERS

Thurs.

6:00 P.M.
COUNCIL
MEETING

AA WOMEN’S
GROUP 7:30 P.M.

21

3
7:30-9:00 P.M.
IGLESIA
CONEXION
CHURCH

AA WOMEN’S
GROUP 7:30 P.M.

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 9:00 –10:00 A.M.
BONE BUILDERS
9:30 A.M. LIVE
STREAMING
AA MIXED GROUP
WORSHIP
12 NOON

Wed

6:00 - 8:00 P.M.
IGLESIA
CONEXION
CHURCH

19

25

26

HAPPY
THANKSGIVING

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED
6:00 - 8:00 P.M.
IGLESIA
CONEXION

20

27
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Don’t forget the time change back one hour for Sunday, Nov. 7th
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Bonny Dery, Council President
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