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DECEMBER 15, 2024 

 THIRD SUNDAY IN 

ADVENT  

9:30 A.M. 
WORSHIP SERVICE
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All Are Welcome! 
 

All who have come to worship are heartily welcomed.  Let us joyfully open our hearts 
to God and to one another. 
 

You are encouraged to participate in all that Shepherd of the Glades has to offer and to 
make Shepherd of the Glades your spiritual home.   
 

All are invited and welcome to partake of the sacrament of Holy Communion by 
kneeling or standing at the altar rail.  For your safety and convenience, you will have a 
choice of coming to the altar rail or taking communion in your pew in an individually 
sealed container.  If, for any reason, you are not comfortable receiving communion, but 
would like to receive a blessing, please come forward and cross your arms, indicating 
you wish to receive a blessing.  The Eucharist is celebrated by intinction.  Our Altar 
Guild at all communion services offers grape juice (lighter color), as well as wine 
(darker color), for intinction, the dipping of wafer into the wine or juice. One chalice 
will hold both wine and grape juice.  Communion is continuous with kneeling or 
standing.  Note:  Gluten free wafers are now offered as well. 
 

If you have an offering for the church, the offering plates are located at the entrance of 
the church. 
 

If Shepherd of the Glades can be of service to you or if you would like Pastor Jeff to 
contact you, please so indicate on the pew welcome sheet.  The office phone number 
and Pastor Jeff’s cell phone number are on the cover of the bulletin. 
 

 
 

 
Ministries for Today 

 
Altar Assistants: Pastor Bob & Colleen Hoffman, 

                     & Linda Salisbury 
 

Lector: Brad Caulder 
 

             Altar Guild: Barb Modjeska 
   

                                Ushers:   9:30 a.m.  Rolland & Pat Cumor, 
                                                         & Linda Salisbury 

                                                                                
AV Technicians:  Abraham Ungs 

                      Kelli Ungs                                           
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SHEPHERD  OF  THE  GLADES  LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A Lutheran Community of Christian Believers 

Third Sunday in Advent 
   December 15, 2024, 9:30 A.M. Worship  

 + Indicates Please Stand                                                                                                                      Bold Indicates Congregation Joins In 
 

PRELUDE                             “Christ, Be Our Light”       Sung By: Pastor Jeff Ungs   
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING 
 The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
  

P     Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, alive in the world, reviving creation, 
    arriving soon. 
C    Amen. 
 

P   Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

P   God of mercy,    
C   we confess that we have sinned. We trust earthly powers and human 
           authority alone. We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 
 

P   God of might, 
C   we confess that we have sinned. We have turned away from our neighbors. 
   We have trusted false promises.  
   

P   God in our midst, 
C   we confess that we have sinned. We plead: come to us. Bring your mercy to 
   birth in us. 
 

P   A righteous branch springs forth: it is Christ the Lord, our Savior,  in whom we 
           have forgiveness, life, and mercy. By the power of the Holy Spirit,  receive the 
          grace and forgiveness of God through + Christ Jesus, whose day draws near. 
C  Amen. 
 

+ OPENING HYMN    “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”     ELW 242 
  

+ LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
                       (Bob Besanceney) 

P As we light the candle on the Advent Wreath, let us pray. 
 

C Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe.  Your prophets spoke of a 
 day when the desert would blossom and waters would break forth in the 
 wilderness.  Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath.  Strengthen our hearts 
 as we prepare for the coming of the Lord.  May he give water to all who thirst, for 
 he is our light and our salvation.  Blessed be God forever.   Amen. 
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+ HYMN                      “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                             ELW 257 
                 (verse 3) 
 

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
  Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C  And also with you. 

1372432 
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+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. 
 

C      Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the 
preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the 
fruits of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

  

FIRST READING:  Zephaniah 3: 14-20 
 14 Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
 O daughter Jerusalem! 15 The LFGH has taken away the judgments against you, he 
 has turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the LFGH, is in your midst; 
 you shall fear disaster no more. 16 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not 
 fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. 17 The LFGH, your God, is in your 
 midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will 
 renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing 18

 as on a day of  
 festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. 
 19 I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and 
 gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the 
 earth. 20 At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will 
 make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore 
 your fortunes before your eyes, says the LFGH.   
  
   The Word of the Lord.     C Thanks be to God. 
 
 PSALM:  Psalm: Isaiah 12: 2-6 (Read responsively) 
    2 Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, 
  for the LFGH GFH is my strength and my might, and has become my salvation. 
 3 With joy you will draw water 
  from the wells of salvation.  
 4 And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the LFGH, call on God’s name; 
  make known the deeds of the LFGH among the nations; proclaim that this  
       name is exalted. 
 5 Sing praises to the LABC, for he has done gloriously; 
  let this be known in all the earth. 
 6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, 
  for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.     

5 
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SECOND READING:   Philippians 4: 4-7 

 4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be known 
to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.  
 

The Word of the Lord.     C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 

 

  GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       + 

1372432 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL according to: Luke 3: 7-18 
 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
   

   7 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits worthy of 
repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; 
for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9 Even 
now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
  10 And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11 In reply he said to 
them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever 
has food must do likewise.” 12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they 
asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 13 He said to them, “Collect no more than 
the amount prescribed for you.” 14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should 
we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false 
accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” 
  15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their 
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of 
them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing 
floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” 
  18 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.  
 

P The Gospel of the Lord.   C Praise to you, O Christ 
 

SERMON                             Pastor Jeff Ungs 
       
+  HYMN OF THE DAY        “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”         ELW 836                                                 
 

 A Let us proclaim our trust in the presence and power of God in our lives with the 
words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

 

+   APOSTLES’ CREED        ELW 105 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 

            



 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 And he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and life everlasting.    
Amen. 

 

+ THE PRAYERS   
A       As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places 

that long for God’s presence.  

 A brief silence. 

A       God who reforms, fill your church with courage to do your will. Empower your 
people in taking risks that bear fruit. Raise up leaders who will proclaim the good 
news.  Lord, in your mercy,  

C       receive our prayer. 
 

A       God who creates, you hold in balance diverse ecosystems. Encourage efforts to 
protect wild lands from devastation. Care for animals and people in the path of 
destructive fires, storms, and other disasters.  Lord, in your mercy,  

C       receive our prayer.  
  

A       God who leads, this world cries out for true justice. Guide legislatures, judges, and 
lawyers in actions steeped in love and restoration. Increase the desire to advocate 
for all who are confronted with discrimination and oppression based on race, 
gender, sexuality, class, or age.  Lord, in your mercy,  

C       receive our prayer. 
 

A  God who embraces, help us notice the places where your people are hurting or 
  sick.  Today we pray for: Pam Bhathena, Barb Tommingo, the family of Marilyn 
  Day, the family of Leila Sellman, Jim Shaw, Beverly Adams, Barbara Gega,   
  Cornelia Setzkorn, Susie Espersen,Vernon Rasmussen, Ron Blasig, Sandy & Doc 
  Lofthouse, Ryan Smith, Pastor Carl Kelly, Rod Barikmo, Nick & Anita Lehr, and 
  Micah Smith.  Show your compassion and remember your people in love.   
  Lord, in your mercy,  
C       receive our prayer. 
 

 

          8 
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 A God who abides, you dwell among the people of this congregation. Deepen our 
relationships with one another, and make us aware of the diverse talents and gifts 
present here.  Lord, in your mercy,  

C       receive our prayer. 
 

A God of mercy, you are our resurrection.  We give you thanks, oh God, for the   
celebration of birthdays within our faith community. Today we pray for Olivia 
Tibbetts as she celebrates her birthday.  Lord in your mercy,  

C       receive our prayer. 
      

A God who consoles, we thank you for the time we have had with loved ones who 
have died. Comfort us with the promise of everlasting life in you.  

 Lord, in your mercy,  
C receive our prayer. 
  

A       Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, 
in the name of Jesus Christ.  

C       Amen. 
 

+ SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always.     
C And also with you.   
 

+     OFFERTORY   
 

+     OFFERTORY PRAYER               ELW 107 
A Let us pray. 
C God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and 
 with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in 
 need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
  

+ GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our  Savior Jesus 
 Christ;  You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom 
 you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in 
 righteousness.  And so, with all the choirs of angles, with the church on earth and the 
 hosts of heaven, we praise y our name and join their unending hymn: 
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 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave  thanks; broke it, 
 and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my  body, given for you. Do this for 
 the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
 cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people  for the forgiveness of 
 sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

+ THE LORD’S PRAYER  (Spoken) 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory forever and ever.   Amen. 

  

+ DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 

+  COMMUNION BLESSING 
P       Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation. We 
         thank you for coming among us, for leading us into peace. We thank you for  
         showering us with mercy, for sending us into the world. Come, Lord Jesus, and  
         go with us as we feed the hungry in your name. 
C  Amen. 
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+ THE BLESSING 
P       God of endings and beginnings, God in the darkness and the light, God,  
  our hope for the journey, + bless and keep you now and forever. 
C  Amen. 
  

+ SENDING HYMN       “Prepare the Royal Highway”          ELW 264 
                                                                                                                                                                                              

+ DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel.  
C Thanks be to God.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The flowers on the chancel this morning are given by Larry & Maryann 
Buettner in celebration of their son, Augie’s 30th birthday. 
 

HOSPITALIZATIONS 
Local hospitals are no longer calling church offices to advise of the 
hospitalizations of parishioners.  If you are hospitalized, or know of someone 
that is hospitalized, please let the church office know so that we may keep 
you/them in our prayers and provide pastoral support. 
 

ANNUAL MEETING 
This years annual meeting will be held today immediately following the 
worship service.  We will be voting on the 2025 budget, Church Council 
members, nominating committee members, and voting on a representatives 
for Synod Assembly. 
 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
The Women’s Bible study class will be held on the third Friday of the month 
for December only.  The date of the class is Friday, December 20th, 
beginning at 10:00 a.m.  This month the discussion will be on “Leah”.   
All are welcome! 
 

GIVING ENVELOPES HAVE ARRIVED! 
The 2025 giving envelopes are now available in the Narthex.  The envelopes 
are in alphabetical order for your convenience. 
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THE 2024 GIVING TREE 
Thank you so much for your participation in our “Giving Tree” project!  The 
children from Lutheran Services and Mike Davis Elementary should be very happy 
with their gifts.  
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES  
This year the candlelight Christmas Eve services will be held at 5:00 and 7:00 p.m.  
Plan to join us for a beautiful faith-filled service including special music. 
 

THIS WEEK AT SHEPHERD OF THE GLADES:    
The office is open from 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday thru Friday.    
 

Pastor Jeff is available in the office by appointment. 
 

Monday, December 16th & Wednesday, December 18th  , Bone Builders meet from 
9:00 to 10:00 a.m. 
 

Wednesday, December 18th, Pastor Jeff ‘s Bible study beginning at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Thursday, December 19th, Grief Support group, beginning at 2:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, December 20th, Women’s Bible study, beginning at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday, December 22, 2024,  Fourth Sunday in Advent - 9:30 a.m., public worship 
with Pastor Jeff Ungs.  Worship will also be live streamed on YouTube, or you can 
access on our website.  See website for details -www.sotgweb.org. 

 
 
 

 

SHEPHERD  OF  THE  GLADES  CHURCH 

A Lutheran Congregation of Christian Believers 
6020  Rattlesnake  Hammock Road 

Naples,  Florida  34113-2913 
Telephone:  239.775.0696   Fax:  239.793.2465 

Email:  sotg6020@gmail.com  Web Page:  http://www.sotgweb.org 
 

 Our Mission is  “Transforming lives through the Living Word of God.” 
                                   

Pastor                                           Rev. Jeffrey T. Ungs 
Director of Music                         Megan Cianflone 
Congregational President           Bonny Dery 
Administrative Assistants to the Pastor Lynn Dickerman and Linda Tidmore 
Pastor Emeritus     Rev. H. Peter Lyberg 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS  
Please help us beautify our sanctuary in praise to our Savior this Christmas!  
Poinsettias will be placed around the altar for Christmas.  You may take your 
poinsettia(s) home after Christmas Eve worship.  The order forms will be available 
in the Narthex and the cost is still $20 per poinsettia.  The deadline for ordering is 
Monday, December  16, 2024.  Please place your order form in the offering plate, 
leave in the basket in the narthex, or deliver to the Church office. 








