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DECEMBER 22, 2024 

 FOURTH SUNDAY IN 

ADVENT  

9:30 A.M. 
WORSHIP SERVICE
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All Are Welcome! 
 

All who have come to worship are heartily welcomed.  Let us joyfully open our hearts 
to God and to one another. 
 

You are encouraged to participate in all that Shepherd of the Glades has to offer and to 
make Shepherd of the Glades your spiritual home.   
 

All are invited and welcome to partake of the sacrament of Holy Communion by 
kneeling or standing at the altar rail.  For your safety and convenience, you will have a 
choice of coming to the altar rail or taking communion in your pew in an individually 
sealed container.  If, for any reason, you are not comfortable receiving communion, but 
would like to receive a blessing, please come forward and cross your arms, indicating 
you wish to receive a blessing.  The Eucharist is celebrated by intinction.  Our Altar 
Guild at all communion services offers grape juice (lighter color), as well as wine 
(darker color), for intinction, the dipping of wafer into the wine or juice. One chalice 
will hold both wine and grape juice.  Communion is continuous with kneeling or 
standing.  Note:  Gluten free wafers are now offered as well. 
 

If you have an offering for the church, the offering plates are located at the entrance of 
the church. 
 

If Shepherd of the Glades can be of service to you or if you would like Pastor Jeff to 
contact you, please so indicate on the pew welcome sheet.  The office phone number 
and Pastor Jeff’s cell phone number are on the cover of the bulletin. 
 

 
 

 
Ministries for Today 

 
Altar Assistants:  Bonnie Brisky, Brenda Charleston, 

                     & Tom Moore 
 

Lector: Bonnie Brisky 
 

             Altar Guild: Donia Mrozek 
   

                                Ushers:   9:30 a.m.  Tom & Sally Moore, 
                                                             & Linda Salisbury 

                                                                                
AV Technicians:  Abraham Ungs 

                      Kelli Ungs                                           
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SHEPHERD  OF  THE  GLADES  LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A Lutheran Community of Christian Believers 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 
   December 22, 2024, 9:30 A.M. Worship  

 + Indicates Please Stand                                                                                                                      Bold Indicates Congregation Joins In 
 

PRELUDE                                                         Megan Cianflone, Director of Music  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING 
 The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
  

P     Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, alive in the world, reviving creation, 
    arriving soon. 
C    Amen. 
 

P   Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

P   God of mercy,    
C   we confess that we have sinned. We trust earthly powers and human 
           authority alone. We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 
 

P   God of might, 
C   we confess that we have sinned. We have turned away from our neighbors. 
   We have trusted false promises.  
   

P   God in our midst, 
C   we confess that we have sinned. We plead: come to us. Bring your mercy to 
   birth in us. 
 

P   A righteous branch springs forth: it is Christ the Lord, our Savior,  in whom we 
           have forgiveness, life, and mercy. By the power of the Holy Spirit,  receive the 
          grace and forgiveness of God through + Christ Jesus, whose day draws near. 
C  Amen. 
 

+ OPENING HYMN    “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”     ELW 265 
  

+ LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
                        (Pat Cooper) 

P As we light the candle on the Advent Wreath, let us pray. 
 

C Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe.  In your Son, 
 Emmanuel, you have shown us your light and saved us from the power of sin.  
 Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath.  Increase our longing for your 
 presence, that at the celebration of your Son’s birth his Spirt might dwell anew 
 in our midst, for he is our light and our salvation.  Blessed be God forever.   
 Amen. 
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+ HYMN                      “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                             ELW 257 
                 (verse 4) 
 

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
  Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C  And also with you. 

1372432 
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+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. 
 

C      Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and 
might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and 
serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.   Amen. 

  

FIRST READING:  Micah 5: 2-5a 
  2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from 
    of old, from ancient days. 3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she 
    who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the 
    people of Israel. 4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LEFG, 
 in the majesty of the name of the LEFG his God. And they shall live secure, for now 
    he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 5a and he shall be the one of peace.  
  
   The Word of the Lord.     C Thanks be to God. 
 
 PSALM:  Psalm: Luke 1: 46b-55 (Read responsively) 
    46b My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
 47 my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 48 for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. 
  From this day all generations will call me blessed: 
 49 you, the Almighty, have done great things for me 
  and holy is your name. 
 50 You have mercy on those who fear you, 
  from generation to generation.  
 51 You have shown strength with your arm 
  and scattered the proud in their conceit, 
 52 casting down the mighty from their thrones 
  and lifting up the lowly. 
 53 You have filled the hungry with good things 
  and sent the rich away empty. 
 54 You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, 
  to remember the promise of mercy, 
 55 the promise made to our forebears, 
  to Abraham and his children forever.   

5 
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SECOND READING:   Hebrews 10: 5-10 

5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 
 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
  but a body you have prepared for me; 
 6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
  you have taken no pleasure. 
 7 Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 
  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8 When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and 
offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the 
law), 9 then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in 
order to establish the second. 10 And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified 
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  
 

The Word of the Lord.     C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 

 
  
 

 

  GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       + 

1372432 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL according to: Luke 1: 39-45 
 

C Glory to you, O Lord.
 

   

39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, 40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was 
filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And why has this happened to me, 
that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For as soon as I heard the sound of your 
greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed 
that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”  
   
 

P The Gospel of the Lord.   C Praise to you, O Christ 
 

SERMON                             Pastor Jeff Ungs 
       
+    HYMN OF THE DAY       “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”        ELW 257 
                                                                      (verses 5 thru 8)                                                                                                                                   
 

 A Let us proclaim our trust in the presence and power of God in our lives with the 
words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

 

+   APOSTLES’ CREED        ELW 105 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 And he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and life everlasting.    
Amen. 

             



  

+ THE PRAYERS   
A       As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places 

that long for God’s presence.  

 A brief silence. 

A       God our uniter, increase communication and cooperation in our relationships with 
those of other traditions and religions. Root your church in the radical message of 
your incarnation, and enable us to pursue your justice in the world.  

 Lord, in your mercy,  
C       receive our prayer. 
 

A       God our creator, we praise you for the beauty that surrounds us. Awaken in us a 
renewed sense of care for the wildlife in our communities. Form us into faithful 
stewards of what you have made.  Lord, in your mercy,  

C       receive our prayer.  
  

A       God our sovereign, Mary proclaims a new way of life that lifts up the lowly and 
fills the hungry with good things. Nurture in local governments and municipalities 
a desire to care for all who are overlooked and ignored.  Lord, in your mercy,  

C       receive our prayer. 
 

A God our beacon, as the northern hemisphere begins its slow turn toward more 
daylight, remind us that even in the deepest nights, you are there. Comfort the 
lonely and bereaved. Hold closely the frightened, anxious, depressed, and ill. 
Today we pray for: Gail Fesnak, Alison Heck, Pastor Bob Hoffman, Pam 
Bhathena, Barb Tommingo, the family of Marilyn Day, the family of Leila 
Sellman, Jim Shaw, Beverly Adams, Barbara Gega, Cornelia Setzkorn, Susie 
Espersen, Vernon Rasmussen, Ron Blasig, Sandy & Doc Lofthouse, Ryan Smith, 
Pastor Carl Kelly, Rod Barikmo, Nick & Anita Lehr, and Micah Smith.   Lord, in 
your mercy,  

C       receive our prayer. 
 

A God our guide, shepherd the leadership of this congregation. Bless the council and 
staff in discerning future ministry and open their hearts to the voices of the 
community.  Lord, in your mercy,  

C       receive our prayer. 

          8 
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A God of mercy, you are our resurrection.  We give you thanks, oh God, for the   
celebration of birthdays and anniversaries within our faith community. Today we 
pray for Doris Marderness, Liz McGuire, Judy Quandt, Pat Cooper, and Penny 
Morken as they celebrate their birthdays.   We also pray for Roger & Kathy 
Burtchin as they celebrate their wedding anniversary.  Lord in your mercy,  

C       receive our prayer. 
      

A God our life, you remember the promises you have made to your people. In 
gratitude for those who have died, we praise you for your faithfulness throughout 
history.  Lord, in your mercy,  

C receive our prayer. 
  

A       Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, 
in the name of Jesus Christ.  

C       Amen. 
 

+ SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always.     
C And also with you.   
 

+     OFFERTORY   
 

+     OFFERTORY PRAYER               ELW 107 
A Let us pray. 
C God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and 
 with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in 
 need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
  

+ GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our  Savior Jesus 
 Christ;  You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom 
 you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in 
 righteousness.  And so, with all the choirs of angles, with the church on earth and the 
 hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave  thanks; broke it, 
 and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my  body, given for you. Do this for 
 the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
 cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people  for the forgiveness of 
 sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

+ THE LORD’S PRAYER  (Spoken) 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory forever and ever.   Amen. 

  

+ DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 

+  COMMUNION BLESSING 
P       Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation. We 
         thank you for coming among us, for leading us into peace. We thank you for  
         showering us with mercy, for sending us into the world. Come, Lord Jesus, and  
         go with us as we feed the hungry in your name. 
C  Amen. 
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+ THE BLESSING 
P       God of endings and beginnings, God in the darkness and the light, God,  
  our hope for the journey, + bless and keep you now and forever. 
C  Amen. 
  

+ SENDING HYMN          “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”           ELW 244 
                                                                                                                                                                                              

+ DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel.  
C Thanks be to God.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The flowers on the chancel this morning are given by Mike & Heidi Dziubla 
in loving memory of her mother, Meta Bauer. 
 

HOSPITALIZATIONS 
Local hospitals are no longer calling church offices to advise of the 
hospitalizations of parishioners.  If you are hospitalized, or know of someone 
that is hospitalized, please let the church office know so that we may keep 
you/them in our prayers and provide pastoral support. 
 

HAVE AN INTEREST IN SEWING? 
The Sew-Sew quilters would welcome anyone that enjoys sewing, quilting, 
cutting, tying, or would just like to gather for fellowship with the ladies on 
Tuesday morning from 8:30 to 11:00 a.m. (All are welcome!) 
 

GIVING ENVELOPES HAVE ARRIVED! 
The 2025 giving envelopes are now available in the Narthex.  The envelopes 
are in alphabetical order for your convenience. 
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THE 2024 GIVING TREE 
Thank you so much for your participation in our “Giving Tree” project!  The 
children from Lutheran Services and Mike Davis Elementary should be very happy 
with their gifts.  
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES  
This year the candlelight Christmas Eve services will be held at 5:00 and 7:00 p.m.  
Plan to join us for a beautiful faith-filled service including special music. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
January 12, 2025 the fellowship committee is having a “Welcome Back Luncheon” 
following our Sunday service.  All worship attenders are invited for a ham luncheon 
in Hanson Hall to celebrate our entire SOTG family in fellowship.  Sign up sheets 
will be provided letting the committee know how many to expect.  
 
THIS WEEK AT SHEPHERD OF THE GLADES:    
The office is open from 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Friday.  The office will be closed on Wednesday, December 25th in celebration of 
Christmas.   
 

Pastor Jeff is available in the office by appointment. 
 

Monday, December 23rd  Bone Builders meet from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday, December 29, 2024,  First Sunday of Christmas - 9:30 a.m., public worship 
with Pastor Jeff Ungs.  Worship will also be live streamed on YouTube, or you can 
access on our website.  See website for details -www.sotgweb.org. 
 
 
 

 

SHEPHERD  OF  THE  GLADES  CHURCH 

A Lutheran Congregation of Christian Believers 
6020  Rattlesnake  Hammock Road 

Naples,  Florida  34113-2913 
Telephone:  239.775.0696   Fax:  239.793.2465 

Email:  sotg6020@gmail.com  Web Page:  http://www.sotgweb.org 
 

 Our Mission is  “Transforming lives through the Living Word of God.” 
                                   

Pastor                                           Rev. Jeffrey T. Ungs 
Director of Music                         Megan Cianflone 
Congregational President           Bonny Dery 
Administrative Assistants to the Pastor Lynn Dickerman and Linda Tidmore 
Pastor Emeritus     Rev. H. Peter Lyberg 








