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JANUARY 5, 2025 

 THE EPIPHANY OF  

OUR LORD 

9:30 A.M. 
WORSHIP SERVICE
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All Are Welcome! 
 

All who have come to worship are heartily welcomed.  Let us joyfully open our hearts 
to God and to one another. 
 

You are encouraged to participate in all that Shepherd of the Glades has to offer and to 
make Shepherd of the Glades your spiritual home.   
 

All are invited and welcome to partake of the sacrament of Holy Communion by 
kneeling or standing at the altar rail.  For your safety and convenience, you will have a 
choice of coming to the altar rail or taking communion in your pew in an individually 
sealed container.  If, for any reason, you are not comfortable receiving communion, but 
would like to receive a blessing, please come forward and cross your arms, indicating 
you wish to receive a blessing.  The Eucharist is celebrated by intinction.  Our Altar 
Guild at all communion services offers grape juice (lighter color), as well as wine 
(darker color), for intinction, the dipping of wafer into the wine or juice. One chalice 
will hold both wine and grape juice.  Communion is continuous with kneeling or 
standing.  Note:  Gluten free wafers are now offered as well. 
 

If you have an offering for the church, the offering plates are located at the entrance of 
the church. 
 

If Shepherd of the Glades can be of service to you or if you would like Pastor Jeff to 
contact you, please so indicate on the pew welcome sheet.  The office phone number 
and Pastor Jeff’s cell phone number are on the cover of the bulletin. 
 

 
 

 
Ministries for Today 

 
Altar Assistants: Jackie Masterson, Linda Tidmore,  

                     & Penny Morkern 
 

Lector: Lynne Gervais 
 

             Altar Guild: Donia Mrozek 
   

                                Ushers:   9:30 a.m. Brenda Charleston, Lori Bernabei, 
                                        & Jackie Masterson 

                                                                                
AV Technicians:  Abraham Ungs 

                      Kelli Ungs                                           
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SHEPHERD  OF  THE  GLADES  LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A Lutheran Community of Christian Believers 

The Epiphany of our Lord 
   January 5, 2025, 9:30 A.M. Worship  

 + Indicates Please Stand                                                                                                                      Bold Indicates Congregation Joins In 
 

PRELUDE                                                          Megan Cianflone, Director of Music 
 

BLESSING OF THE FOOD! 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING 
 The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
  

P   Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting. 
C  Amen. 
 

P  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

P  God-with-us,    
C  we confess that we have turned away those seeking shelter, claiming there is 
  no room when we have plenty. We have made power and wealth our idols, 
  while you show us true glory: a baby in a manger.  We have overlooked the 
  shepherds, expecting good news in prettier packaging.  Too often, we have 
  valued violence instead of your peace. Turn us from our ways to your ways. 
  Grant us the grace to begin again.  Free us from all that keeps us bound, and 
  forgive our sin, through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for us. 
C  Amen. 
 
P  Hear the good news and rejoice! You are God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, 
  + forgiven in Christ, and freed to respond in joy. 
C  Amen. 
 

+ OPENING HYMN     “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”          ELW 275                                                           
  

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
  Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C  And also with you. 
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+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. 
 

C      O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a 
star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us 
at last to the full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.   Amen. 

  

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 60: 1-6 
1 Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LDEF has risen upon you. 
2 For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LDEF will 
  arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 3 Nations shall come to your light, 
  and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
4 Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; 
  your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their  
  nurses’ arms. 5 Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
  because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations 
  shall come to you. 6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of 
  Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and 
  frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the LDEF.  
  

   The Word of the Lord.     C Thanks be to God. 
 

 PSALM:  Psalm: 72: 1-7, 10-14 (Read responsively) 
  1 Give the king your justice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
 2 that he may rule your people righteously 
  and the poor with justice; 
 3 that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
  and the hills, in righteousness. 
 4 Let him defend the needy among the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.  
 5 May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
  from one generation to another. 
 6 Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 
  like showers that water the earth. 
 7 In his time may the righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
 10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute, 
  and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts. 
     11 May all kings bow | down before him, 
  and all the nations | do him service. 
 12 For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress, 
  the oppressed, and those who have no helper.     

5 
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13 He has compassion on the lowly and poor, 

  and preserves the lives of the needy. 
 14 From oppression and violence he redeems their lives, 
  and precious is their blood in his sight.   

 

SECOND READING Ephesians 3: 1-12 

  1
 This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you 

Gentiles—2
 for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that 

was given me for you, 3 and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as 
I wrote above in a few words, 4 a reading of which will enable you to perceive my 
understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5 In former generations this mystery was not 
made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit: 6 that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the 
same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
 7 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was 
given me by the working of his power. 8 Although I am the very least of all the saints, 
this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of 
Christ, 9 and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in 
God who created all things; 10

 so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich 
variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
places. 11

 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in 
Christ Jesus our Lord, 12

 in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence 
through faith in him.  
 

The Word of the Lord.     C Thanks be to God. 
 
   GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       + 

1372432 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL according to: Matthew 2: 1-12 
 

C Glory to you, O Lord.
 

   

  1
 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 

from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 
homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him; 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 
of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of 
Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
 

6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
 7

 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact 
time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go 
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so 
that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set 
out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. 10

 When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11

 On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. 12

 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for 
their own country by another road.  
 

P The Gospel of the Lord.   C Praise to you, O Christ 
 

SERMON                             Pastor Jeff Ungs 
       
+ HYMN OF THE DAY   “As with Gladness Men of Old”        ELW 302                                                  
                                                                                                     
A Let us proclaim our trust in the presence and power of God in our lives with the 

words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 

+   APOSTLES’ CREED        ELW 105 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 

               



 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 And he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and life everlasting.    
Amen. 
 

  

 INSTALLATION OF 2025 CHURCH COUNCIL 
 
+ THE PRAYERS   
A       Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 

earth, and all people.  

 A brief silence. 

A       O God, you reveal yourself in this assembly. In water, wine, and bread, show us 
again and again your grace upon grace, that your church boldly testifies to your 
love.  God of grace,  

C       receive our prayer. 
 

A       You reveal yourself in creation. In seedlings and planets, microorganisms and 
galaxies, awaken us to the cry of the earth. As you nourish your people like a 
watered garden, empower us to nourish our creaturely companions.  God of grace,  

C       receive our prayer.  
 

A       You reveal yourself in every land and in the farthest parts of the earth. Deliver 
peoples who suffer under oppressive regimes. Thwart the foolish plans of unjust 
leaders. Give wisdom to our elected officials.  God of grace,  

C       receive our prayer. 
 

A You reveal yourself in every human being. Help us recognize your image in our 
siblings in Christ who are in the strong grip of addiction, depression, anxiety, 
hopelessness, or other illness. Today we pray for: Pastor Fred Davison, Linda, 
Kalem Pastor Bob Hoffman, Gail Fesnak, Alison Heck, Pam Bhathena, Barb 
Tommingo, the family of Marilyn Day, the family of Leila Sellman, Jim Shaw, 
Beverly Adams, Barbara Gega, Cornelia Setzkorn, Susie Espersen, Vernon 
Rasmussen, Ron Blasig, Sandy & Doc Lofthouse, Ryan Smith, Pastor Carl Kelly, 
Rod Barikmo, Nick & Anita Lehr, and Micah Smith.  Grant us compassion in our 
care for your people.  God of grace,  

C       receive our prayer. 
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A You reveal yourself anew every day. In this new year, renew this congregation 
and its ministries in our witness to the good news of the incarnation. Transform 
the way we have always done things into your new future for us.  God of Grace, 

C       receive our prayer. 
 

A God of mercy, you are our resurrection. We give you thanks, oh God, for the   
celebration of birthdays within our faith community. Today we pray for Barb 
Keller, John Sherman, and Roger Burtchin, as they celebrate their birthdays.  
God of grace,  

C       receive our prayer. 
      

A You reveal yourself in the lives of your holy ones. We give you thanks for those 
who set their hope on you, trusting the inheritance we receive in you.  

 God of grace,  
C receive our prayer.   

A       We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to 
all, through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C       Amen. 
 

+ SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always.     
C And also with you.   
6 

+     OFFERTORY   
 

+     OFFERTORY PRAYER               ELW 107 
A Let us pray. 
C God of heaven and earth, from the beginning, you have called forth life, in which 
 you take delight.  The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy. Bless now these 
 gifts, received from your bounty, that we may join the chorus of creation to tell of 
 your salvation from day to day. 
  

+ GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
 Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the 
 Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to 
 wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
 earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave  thanks; broke it, 
 and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my  body, given for you. Do this for 
 the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
 cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people  for the forgiveness of 
 sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

+ THE LORD’S PRAYER  (Spoken) 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory forever and ever.   Amen. 

  

+ DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 

+  COMMUNION BLESSING 
P        Merciful God, we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food. Strengthened 
          by this goodness, send us forth to announce your peace, comfort the afflicted, 
   and share the good news of great joy. 
C  Amen. 
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+ THE BLESSING 
P       The God of love, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, lavish you with grace, 
  illumine your path, and increase your joy, today and always. 
C  Amen. 
  

+ SENDING HYMN       “Arise, Your Light has Come”        ELW 314                        
                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                                                              

+ DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly.  
C Thanks be to God.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

HOSPITALIZATIONS 
Local hospitals are no longer calling church offices to advise of the 
hospitalizations of parishioners.  If you are hospitalized, or know of someone 
that is hospitalized, please let the church office know so that we may keep 
you/them in our prayers and provide pastoral support. 
 

HAVE AN INTEREST IN SEWING? 
The Sew-Sew quilters would welcome anyone that enjoys sewing, quilting, 
cutting, tying, or would just like to gather for fellowship with the ladies on 
Tuesday morning from 8:30 to 11:00 a.m. (All are welcome!) 
 

GIVING ENVELOPES HAVE ARRIVED! 
The 2025 giving envelopes are now available in the Narthex.  The envelopes 
are in alphabetical order for your convenience. 
 

BE SURE TO  SIGN UP FOR THE LUNCHEON 
January 12, 2025 the fellowship committee is having a “Welcome Back 
Luncheon” following our Sunday service.  All worship attenders are invited for a 
ham luncheon in Hanson Hall to celebrate our entire SOTG family in fellowship.  
Sign up sheets will be provided letting the committee know how many to expect.  
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WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
The Women’s Bible study will be held on Friday, January 24th, beginning at 10:00 
a.m.  This month they will be studying “Tamar”. 
 
THIS WEEK AT SHEPHERD OF THE GLADES:    
The office is open from 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday thru Friday.  
 

Pastor Jeff is available in the office by appointment. 
 

Monday, January 6th  & Wednesday, January 8th, Bone Builders meet from 9:00 to 
10:00 a.m. 
 

Tuesday, January 7th,  Sew-Sew’s Quilting 8:30 to 11:00 a.m. All are welcome! 
  

Wednesday, January 8th, Pastor Jeff’s Bible study class beginning at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday, January 12, 2025,  Third Sunday of Christmas - 9:30 a.m., public worship 
with Pastor Jeff Ungs.  Worship will also be live streamed on YouTube, or you can 
access on our website.  See website for details -www.sotgweb.org. 
 
 
 

 

SHEPHERD  OF  THE  GLADES  CHURCH 

A Lutheran Congregation of Christian Believers 
6020  Rattlesnake  Hammock Road 

Naples,  Florida  34113-2913 
Telephone:  239.775.0696   Fax:  239.793.2465 

Email:  sotg6020@gmail.com  Web Page:  http://www.sotgweb.org 
 

 Our Mission is  “Transforming lives through the Living Word of God.” 
                                   

Pastor                                           Rev. Jeffrey T. Ungs 
Director of Music                         Megan Cianflone 
Congregational President           Bonny Dery 
Administrative Assistants to the Pastor Lynn Dickerman and Linda Tidmore 
Pastor Emeritus     Rev. H. Peter Lyberg 








