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PASTOR’S PAGES ...

| begin my article with a true and funny “Father’s Day” story.
When | was on internship in western Kansas, we were pregnant
with our third child. The congregation | served was over 60
miles from the nearest hospital that delivered children. Kelli
developed some medical complications that placed her in the
hospital the night before the delivery. | took her to the hospital
and she ended up staying overnight, but as solo pastor at my
internship | had a funeral to perform the next day. | got the call
before the funeral that she was in early labor and | should come
as soon as | was able. Immediately after the funeral, | dashed
away in my black cleric outfit as fast as | could to get to the
hospital. (I may have even violated a few speed limit laws.)
When | arrived at the Catholic hospital and went to the
obstetrics floor, | was greeted by a nun. She asked how she
could help and | told her my wife was delivering and | needed to
know the room number. She looked it up, and then called down the hallway to the nurse
on duty that the father was here. The nurse - who was also a nun, looked at me and said
that there was no need for a priest. Labor was going fine. The nun at the desk said, “No,
the father is here.” To which the nurse again said in a very direct manner, “There is no
need. Everything here is fine.” Finally the desk nun said to the other, “No. he is the
Father of the baby!” | thought the poor nurse was going to faint. She was told that | was a
protestant minister and the husband of the mother to be. “Ohhh. sorry. Come on down,
father”, she said in a polite and somewhat relieved voice. Soon after, | was the father of a
beautiful, healthy girl. And now | am the father of five amazing adult children and
grandpa of two grandchildren!

Father’s day is a wonderful reminder of how blessed | have been. If you have not had
children, | hope you are able to celebrate Father’s day in a happy way as you remember
your Father and have fond memories of him.

| cannot help but think of the many ways being a father helped me see God as my
heavenly father in a very different way. When | grew up, | learned to “love and fear” God.
My response to God was one of obligation and duty. When | was a child, | believed that
God would punish me and possibly even stop loving me when | did things that were sinful.
The only way to avoid the punishment of going to Hell was to go to confession and tell the
priest what | had done. Then if | went to confession and said the prayers the priest gave
me to pray, | believed God would love me again. As an adult (and also as a parent) | have
learned many things that have given me a different perspective. Sort of like when the nun
learned that her perspective of being the father of the child meant something different
than she had previously thought. As a father, | realize that there are many things that
children will attempt to do that will cause them harm. | told my children, “Thou Shalt Not
run with a knife in your hand!” OK - not really. But you get what | mean.

As a father, | made rules to protect my children. And when they broke those rules, it did
not make me love them any less. | may have been disappointed in their choice, but it did
not cause me to love them less than before. There was often a discipline the children
faced for their misdeeds, but the discipline was not because we did not love them. It was
to help them recognize what they were doing might bring harm to themselves or someone
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PASTOR’S PAGES (CONTINUED) ...

else. Our heavenly father is no different. God gave us the commandments to protect
us from harm. When we sin against God or our neighbor, God does not hate us or love
us any less. But God is probably disappointed in the choices we have made. The
penance | received from the priest was very similar to what a parent does when their
child violates a rule or does something wrong. | did not gain favor with God after
praying the prayers as penance any more than my children gained favor with me when
| put them in a time out. Penance was a way for me to recognize what | did was wrong
and may have caused harm to myself or someone else. That is what a loving parent
does. Rules are put into place to protect us from harm. And Jesus told us that this is
the most important rule for living in the household of faith: That we love God with our
whole heart and not other things that do not give us life or true happiness, and that we
love one another as Jesus has loved us. | have learned that when these rules are
followed no one is hurt and true happiness in our relationships and in our life is

accomplished.

Thank you, heavenly Father for being such a wonderful example of how to love. May
we make you proud to call us your children through our kind deeds and love for all
people. And thank you for the gift of life in the name of Jesus. Happy Father’s Day.

+ Pastor Jeff
HUMOR IS MEDICINE FOR THE SOUL ...

Hoping for a summer job, an 18-year-old set up interviews at several day-care
centers. At one meeting she sat down on one of the kiddie seats—no simple task
for most people. The interview went well, and at the end, the center director
asked, “Can you give me one good reason we should hire you?” “Because | fitin

the chairs.” She got the job.
REMEMBER THOSE IN SERVICE TO THEIR COUNTRY ...

Staff Sergeant Adam Crown

Airman Corey Malinowski

Marine Tom McJilton

Army Sergeant Kendra Stofflet at Ft. Campbell Army Base, KY
Warrant Officer Robert Stofflet at Ft. Campbell Army Base, KY

PRAYER CHANGES THINGS ...

Shepherd of the Glades Prayer Warriors will continue year round, if you wish
to join or have a request, please contact the church office.
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COUNCIL CORNER...

SHEPHERD OF THE GLADES LUTHERAN CHURCH
COUNCIL MINUTES FOR MAY 13, 2025 (unapproved)

Members in attendance: Pastor Ungs, Penny Morken, Pam Bhathena, Bob Tidmore, Bonny Dery, Charlotte Wahlig,
Becky McDanel, James Caulder, Sue Kautz, William Nicklay and Mary Winsor. Absent: Colleen Hoffman and Gunar
Strungs

Call to order by President Penny Morken
Devotions by Pam Bhathena

A motion to approve the minutes of April 8, 2025, was made, seconded and approved as written.

Pastor’s Report:
Meetings: Weekly Staff meetings; Property committee (New railing by organ- sprinkler system upgrades) Regular

communication with Pastor Orlando Ramirez of Iglesia Conexion; Pastor DJ and Haitian Baptist Church leaders;
Bone builders gift presentation; Caloosa Conference; Lyberg family memorial arrangements; Kent Adams family
re: his death

Bible Studies

Weekly 10 AM Wednesday bible study. Women’s bible study will not meet again until the fall due to poor
attendance. Weekly Sunday school will continue throughout the year during worship.

Grief Support group

Marcia Schacht, Lynn Dickerman and | continue a closed small group grief support ministry each month for those
who have completed the grief support workshop. This will now include the most recent group that completed the
12-week grief support course.

Pastoral Calls

Congregation home visits/member visits (3) Home bound communions (7) Hospital/Hospice/clinic/rehab visits (1)
Memorial services

The tentative date for the service of life for Rev. H. Peter Lyberg is September 27th. Kent Adams service will be
held in Minnesota

A service of Farewell and Godspeed was held during Worship honoring Pastor Bob and Colleen Hoffman on May
11th. We give God thanks for their service and friendship. They will be missed.

Pastoral Business- Synod Assembly

Synod assembly is June 12-14th in Orlando. Steve and Sue Kautz will be our voting members for assembly and
Mary Winsor (director for discipleship) will be registered as a young adult at large from our congregation. | will be
going a day early to assist with the First Call Theological education required for newly ordained rostered leaders. |
will be teaching a portion of their classes.

Holy Week and Easter

All services were very well attended. All 3 Easter services had a unique group in attendance and feeling. The
children’s Easter egg hunt went well. (Pictures of the Easter bunny and egg with others were in the May
newsletter.) Both 8:30 and 10:30 services were live streamed this year.

Pastor’s time away | will be on vacation June 2nd-9th. Synod assembly is June 12th-14th. Since | have to be at
Synod Assembly on the 11th, | will not be available in between vacation and Synod assembly. Mary will be the initial
contact in the event of an emergency. | will be celebrating a 1st birthday party with our granddaughter in Virginia
June 19-26th. However, | will be preaching on June 1st and 15th.

Treasurer Report: April income was less than expenses. Funds are transferred from the Sebe Church Growth
account to cover the Director of Discipleship salary each month. This transfer is not reflected in the expenses.
April income was less than budget. The Year-to-date income is more than year-to-date expenses. The investment
account decreased in value.

Committee Reports:

Director for Discipleship — 10 Easter baskets were made by a congregation member and handed out to the
homebound and | was able to deliver 6 of them - 9 visitations in total, 3 of which were not for the Easter baskets —
Helped to lead our 3 Easter services. The outdoor sunrise service went very well and was lovely — Helped out with
the movie matinee after church the Sunday after Easter — Led one bible study for Pastor Jeff — | was gone on
Sunday the 4" for my mom’s school district awards ceremony. | am thankful to have been able to take the time off to
support her. While | was gone, | did the sermon at the congregation my dad serves, and it went well. After talking
with Pastor Jeff, we agreed that when he is gone in June, | would be able to fill in for him regarding preaching - |
dropped off 16 quilts at St. Matthew’s House and 18 at the women’s shelter donation locations — Registration for the
synod assembly is done and I’ll be a voting member along with Pastor Jeff, Sue and Steve. Because my father will
also be there, we decided | would room with him, keeping accommodation costs down for SOTG _ | have planned
time off during August for a vacation I’m taking. It does not interfere or overlap with any existing church projects or
the vacation time of Pastor Jeff. Set up a spot in the narthex for people to grab a Blessing Bag to replace the one
they’ve given away since Palm Sunday, and people have been very eager to take them. Many have come to me to let
me know they’ve given them away and told me about their experiences doing so.
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COUNCIL CORNER (CONTINUED) . . .

| think it could be nice to have someone come up one Sunday and share their story of giving it away - Finished
grief group at the beginning of the month. It went very well, and it was a great learning experience for me. | am
very grateful to have been a part of it.

Discernment Update: After being with you all these 4 months, | have come to feel very confident about my next
steps. | have felt very called to the ministry for some time now, and working here has solidified that for me. | am
feeling very called to seminary and rostered leadership and am looking to start seminary in the Fall semester of
2026. | have also felt very called to pursue a social work degree, and one of the ELCA seminaries has a dual
degree program that would allow me to do both, so that is also something | have been looking into. | have
contacted the FL-Bahamas Synod office to inform them of my discernment over the past few months and to get
started with the candidacy process.

Parish Relations: This committee has received positive responses with our Easter services, Lenten services, and
from people visiting our church. We encourage council members to welcome new visitors and thank them for
joining us.

Endowment Fund: As of March 31, this fund has decreased in value from last April.

Evangelism/Local Missions:

The backpack project was a big success. Roughly 65 backpacks were filled on Palm Sunday after the
service. Grace Place will be picking up the backpacks over the summer and pictures will be taken. Thank you to
all who participated.

The sew-sew group completed 47 quilts. All were delivered to St. Matthew's House and Women's Shelter. The
group will continue to meet once a month over the summer (dates will be determined due to member availability)
and will start back up full-time in October. A big thank you goes out to everyone who continues to support the
group with their generous donations, everything is greatly appreciated and put to good use.

Local Missions Committee: Thank you to everyone for another outstanding amount of food donations during the
month of April. These donations will be taken to St. Mathews House. Please remember to drop off boxes or sturdy
bags to help with transferring the food. Thank You. Submitted by Becky McDanel and Pam Bhathena, co-Chair.
Worship & Music: The committee wants to express a thank you to all the people that sang/played during the
season. Submitted by Brad Caulder.

Property: The cracks in the stucco have been repaired. Both buildings power washed along with courtyard and
some sidewalks. The property committee is looking into a new (upgrade) sign off the Rattlesnake entrance. No
direct bids yet on the parking lot lighting. The committee members are discussing a project to install a wall around
the organ as a safety feature. This would be between where the raised platform is on the altar and the area where
the organ sits. A motion to modify the sanctuary area as discussed was made and approved by the Council. The
committee is also looking into adapting a sprinkler system for the flowers. The council is grateful for all the work
this committee does for all of our property. Submitted by: Bill Nicklay

Education: The committee will continue to offer Sunday school classes to the children during the summer months.
There were about 10 children that participated in the Easter egg hunt on Easter Sunday. Thank you to everyone
that made it a success. Submitted by Bonny Dery.

Fellowship: A full inventory of the supply room was completed. Coffee cups and square napkins for fellowship
coffee during the summer months were purchased. All other items will be purchased or ordered in the Fall.
Activities during the summer months were also discussed. Reported by Lynne Gervais — Submitted by Sue Kautz

A motion to approve the Pastor’s Report, Treasurer’s Report, and all Committee Reports were motioned for
approval, seconded and passed.

New Business:

Ministry Minutes will continue in the fall.

Council position opening for our Stewardship Committee.

The Church security system was discussed. Pastor Jeff suggested to budget for some upgrades to our system in
the near future.

Old Business:

Discussion on Chapter 6 of Canoeing the Mountains — “Eating Strategy for Breakfast”. This chapter was about
reinforcing one final attribute before launching into uncharted territory and the transformation we desire for
ourselves and our congregation. 7he most critical attribute that a congregation must have if it is going to thrive in
uncharted territory is a healthy organizational culture. Council members noted they appreciate the opportunity to
learn about the uncharted territory in our church culture.

Council meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m. with a prayer from Pastor Jeff.

Next meeting: September 9, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.
Devotions: Bob Tidmore

Respectfully submitted: Pam Bhathena,
Council Secretary
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NEWS IN THE SHEEPFOLD . ..
PPY-BIRTL

-w [ - j JUNE ANNIVERSARIES. ..
HAPPY JUNE BIRTHDAYS TO.. .. HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:

If we have missed your birthday or
anniversary, please call the office so we
can update our information and not miss
you next time! YOU are special to us!

June 5 Brad Caulder June 1 Ron & Sharon Eickhoff
June 12 Lynne Gervais June 17 Lee & Barbara Collins
June 14 Bruce Tillman June 18 Bruce & Cindy Tillman
June 16 Marilyn Malinowski June 19 Larry & Beverly Spees
June 16 Brett Karlsen June 20 Thomas & Renna Knotek
June 21 Donna Reed June 24 Nick & Anita Lehr

June 21 Everett Bernabei June 26 David & Christine Willits
June 22 Judy Ripke Juen 27 Bill & Jackie Masterson
June 26 Adam Cowles -

June 28 Doc Lofthouse & R fﬂ\ \
June 30 Tom Dunlop = ﬁ{?;ﬁﬁjﬂfy \Qi;\%‘}—

B tesiings vV

) 4

RECEIVED HIS VICTORY ...

Pastor Emeritus, Reverend H. Peter Lyberg received his
victory in the Lord on Wednesday, April 30, 2025. A
service celebrating his life will be held at SOTG on
Saturday, September 27, 2025 at 3:00 p.m.

FOOD FOR THE SOUL ...

o  "Any man can be a father, but it takes someone special to be a dad."” - Anne Geddes

o "A father is neither an anchor to hold us back nor a sail to take us there, but a guiding
light whose love shows us the way."”

e "Dads are like chocolate chip cookies, they may have chips or be totally nutty, but they
are sweet and make the world a better place."” - Hillary Lytle

o "The heart of a father is the masterpiece of nature.” - Antoine Francois Prévost
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CARING CONNECTIONS ...

PRAYER LIST
Please keep the following people in your thoughts and prayers:

Donna Accetta Kelsay Hocanson Skip Parker

Family of Kent Adams Joe Vernon Rasmussen
Rod Barikmo & Family Rev. Ron Klose Sara

Terry Bergner Lauwrie & Jamie Lein Family of Leila Sellman
Theresa Chiorazzi Anita & Nick Lehr Cornelia Setzkorn
Kate Connell Sandy Lofthouse Jim Shaw

Jackson Drum Family of Rev. H. Peter Lyberg Micah Smith

Vicki Dunlop Family of Bill Marderness Ryan Smith

David Einink Ed Michael Marian Swain

Family of Susie Espersen Patty Musielak Family of Marvin Thor
Gail Fesnak Willie Nation

Myrka Gonzalez Peter Newell

Please let us know when someone should be added or removed from the Prayer list.

AA GROUPS ...

Mixed AA Group
On Mondays at noon, a mixed AA group meets in Hanson Hall. If you or someone you
know wishes to attend, please contact the office for more information.

On Thursdays at 7:00 p.m., a mixed AA group meets in Hanson Hall. If you or someone
you know wishes to attend, please contact the office for more information.

At 10:00 a.m., a women’s AA group meets in Hanson Hall on the 1st and 3rd Friday of
every month. If you or someone you know wishes to attend, please contact the office for
more information.

FINANCIALLY, HOW ARE WE DOING?. . .

PERIOD: Five Months Ended May 31, 2025 Difference:
Actual Budget Favorable
(Unfavorable)
Operating Income $160,952 $192,036 ($31,084)
Operating Expense $157,849 $173,713 $15,864
Net Income (Deficit) $3,103 $18,323 ($15,220)

We have entered the slower summer months and are missing our northern family!
Operating income is declining while operating cost remain constant. Our year to date
income is still more than our year to date expenses. Thank you to all our faithful givers!
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FLORIDA BAHAMAS SYNOD ASSEMBLY ...

(\ 9;152 TIM[-i FOR

FLORIDA-BAHAMAS SYNOD ASSEMBLY 2025

This year’s synod assembly is happening in Kissimmee from June 12 through 14.
In addition to Pastor Jeff and Mary, Steve and Sue Kautz will be attending as the
voting members from Shepherd of the Glades Lutheran Church.

This year’s service project is with Hope Partnership in Kissimmee. The
organization was formed in 2011 to meet the needs of the growing number of
families and children experiencing poverty and living in hotels and motels along
Highway 192. They have grown by providing a holistic community to meet the
needs of the poor and homeless. For more information about Hope Partnership,
you may use the following link: https://youtu.be/HGHBRtnfXBE. They are also
collecting items for Hope Partnership. If you would like to donate, you may shop
on line through the Hope Partnership Amazon Wishlist. All items purchased
through this link will be shipped directly to the organization. If you shop
yourself, please bring the items to church by Sunday, June 8, and we will take
them to Synod Assembly. Below is a list of some of the most needed items:

o Body wipes

e« Men’s boxer briefs (M, LG & XL)

« Women’s underwear (L, XL & 2X))

o Travel-size lotions

e Unisex T-shirts (L and XL)

e« Deodorant

« Bug Spray

e Sunscreen

e Razors

THANK YOU!
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FROM OUR DIRECTOR FOR DISCIPLESHIP. ..

Hello SOTG! | hope this finds you well as we continue
through this spring season and gear up for the fast-
approaching summer! Wow, this month has flown by. As the
flowers have continued to grow and bloom, so have | in my
role at this church, which you all have so graciously given to
me and have been supporting me in. | continue to be
amazed at the opportunities for learning, growth, and
connection | have had and continue to have alongside you
all. From participating in Bible studies and assisting during
services, to organizing the Blessing Bags and helping out at
Sew Sews (and everything in between), | have had such a
lovely four months here. As many of you know, in accepting
this new position here at Shepherd of the Glades, | was also
allowing myself to continue to discern God’s call in my life
more professionally and tangibly. While yes, this is a job, | find it to be a crucial
part of God’s bigger plan for me in figuring out what exactly God is leading me to
do. With that, | would like to let you all know that during this discerning process of
prayer, experiential learning here at SOTG, and conversations with you all, family,
friends, and mentors, | have decided to go to seminary in pursuit of a degree that
will allow me to practice rostered ministry professionally. This decision has been
a long time coming. As the oldest PK daughter in my family, | have spent almost
my whole life being told | would end up at a seminary. As a stubborn kid, whether |
wanted to listen to them or not is a whole other matter! Thanks be to God for the
vast cloud of witnesses (who are rostered leaders and of other professions/paths)
in my life who have set an example and demonstrated their openness to go where
the Lord has led them and is currently leading them. | continue to look to them as |
keep discerning my next steps.

In looking towards this month, June will be full of learning! | have been given the
opportunity to preach one Sunday, and | accepted, hoping that it will give me
some experience in leading worship in a way that can often be intimidating. |
humbly ask for your grace as | try my hand at writing and delivering a sermon.
Please go easy on me! In all seriousness, though, | am grateful for the chance and
know that this congregation will continue to uplift me in this endeavor, as you
have these past months. June is also the month of synod assembly, which | am
very excited to take part in. It will be great to attend various workshops and meet
more pastors and deacons from throughout Florida. | hope to learn more about
their work in the context of the congregations they serve, knowing that each
church is unique. It will also be a way to learn more about our greater church
structure and how that takes form in our Florida-Bahamas synod. It should be a
great time with lots of opportunities!

God’s peace and blessings to you,

Mary
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THRIVENT UPDATES ...

thrivent

June 2025 Thrivent Events

JUNE 5, 2025 | 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM ET

The Generous Life

How do we know if we’re truly generous? For most of us, we want to be known as
someone who lived a generous life. We don’t want money and possessions to guide
our decisions. From big gifts to small gifts, from teenagers to multi-millionaires, God
wants us all to live generously. Through Pastor Rob’s lived experience in ministry,
you will see that God'’s faithfulness can take the most unlikely story and launch a
movement of generosity.

Rob Ketterling is not affiliated with or endorsed by Thrivent. The views expressed in
this presentation by Rob Ketterling are his own and not necessarily those of Thrivent
or its affiliates.

RSVP: https://bit.ly/GenerousLife2025

JUNE 20, 2025 | 6:00 PM -10:00 PM ET

Miami, FL | Annual Celebration of Membership

LoanDepot Park, 501 Marlins Way, Miami, FL

Join us for a fun evening at Miami Marlins baseball game as we celebrate you, our
valued Thrivent members! As a purposed-based financial services organization, we
come together each year to celebrate the countless ways you—our members—
inspire generosity and help improve people’s lives and communities.

RSVP: https://bit.ly/MarlinsTix

JUNE 24, 2025 | 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM ET

Sarasota, FL | Annual Celebration of Membership

Der Dutchman; 3713 Bahia Vista St. Sarasota, FL 34232

Join us for a nice evening at Der Dutchman as we celebrate you, our valued Thrivent
members! As a purposed-based financial services organization, we come together
each year to celebrate the countless ways you—our members—inspire generosity
and help improve people’s lives and communities.

RSVP: https://bit.ly/Dutchman2025

No products will be sold at our events. For additional disclosures, see Thrivent.com/
social.

We help Christians find financial clarity, enabling lives full of meaning and gratitude.
All are welcome to attend our free virtual events. Feel free to share these events with
your friends and family.

Want to know more about Thrivent? Call Thrivent Financial Associate David Contessa
at (239) 300-5139.
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MONTH AT A GLANCE . ..

JUNE, 2025

SUN Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat
9:00-10:00AM. |~ o
SEVENTH SUNDAY [9:00 — 10:00 A.M. BONE BUILDERS Z\}(\)?vﬂfé?aogémo'up 10:00 - 11:30
OF EASTER BONE BUILDERS , AM.
10:00 A.M. A VOIEN'S AA
PASTOR JEFF’S
12 NOON BIBLE STUDY (GROUP
9:30 A,M. LIVE AA MIXED GROUP
STREAMING
WORSHIP PASTOR JEFF’S VACATION
PENTECOST 7:00 - 8:00 P.M.
9:00 — 10:00 A.M. 9:00 — 10:00 A.M.
SUNDAY BONE BUILDERS BONE BUILDERs  [A MIXED GROUP
|12 NOON 10:00 A.M.
PASTOR JEFF’S
0:30 A,M. LIVE AA MIXED GROUP BIBLE STUDY SYNOD ASSEMBLY
STREAMING
WORSHIP
HOLY TRINITY 7:00 - 8:00 P.M.
9:00 — 10:00 A.M. 9:00 — 10:00 A.M. 10:00 - 11:30
SUNDAY BONE BUILDERS BONE BUILDERS [/ MIXED GROUP |, 4y
FATHER’S DAY 10:00 A \(/;vggntljsy S AA
30 AM. LIVE 12 NOON PASTOR JEFF’S
o A AA MIXED GROUP BIBLE STUDY
WORSHIP
2:00-3:30 P.M. ’
2:003:30 PM. PASTOR JEFF’S VACATION
SECOND SUNDAY  [9:00 — 10:00 A.M.
lOF PENTECOST BONE BUILDERS 9:00-10:00 A.M. 7:00-8:00 P.M.
BONE BUILDERS |[AA MIXED GROUP
12 NOON
9:30 A.M. LIVE 10:00 A.M.
Ris0 AM. LIk AA MIXED GROUP o s
WORSHIP DEADLINE FOR BIBLE STUDY
NEWSLETTER
SUBMISSIONS
PASTOR JEFF’S VACATION
THIRD SUNDAY
9:00 — 10:00 A.M.
OF PENTECOST  [55NE BUILDERS
12 NOON
9:30 A.M. LIVE
o AA MIXED GROUP
WORSHIP
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