
 

 

T H E   S H E P H E R D ’ S   S T A F F 
               The Parish Paper of Shepherd of the Glades Lutheran Church                                                     

                                  6020 Rattlesnake Hammock Road (Corner of Santa Barbara)  

Naples Florida  34113 

    SHEPHERD OF THE GLADES  

    LUTHERAN CHURCH 

AUGUST AUGUST AUGUST AUGUST 2025202520252025    
        Volume 28Volume 28Volume 28Volume 28––––    Issue  8Issue  8Issue  8Issue  8 
Editor:  Lynn Dickerman   

 



 

 

It is hard for me to believe that 6 years ago, I started my call to 
Shepherd of the Glades.  So much has happened and changed in that 
time both personally and professionally.  Shortly after my arrival, a 
global pandemic wrought division and frustration in our country and 
in the church.  This horrible disease took the lives of some of our 
loved ones and members of the church.  It was a very sad time.  It now 
seems like a distant memory when churches were asked to close our 
doors to public worship to assist with preventing the rapid spreading 
disease of COVID-19.  Very quickly churches adapted by having drive
-in worship and online worship. The doors may have been closed to 
public worship, but the Good News continued to be proclaimed in 
many and creative ways. Because we could still visit individually, I 
went into the homes of members to video a greeting that was added 
to the beginning of each online worship.  When it was finally deemed 
safe to gather together, as long as we remained 6 feet apart, we 
asked for RSVP’s and had assigned seating with at least one empty 
pew between members.  We did not pass the peace with handshakes and hugs and initially we 
did not sing all verses of the hymns.  Communion was available only in the individual sealed 
containers.  It was a challenging time for all churches. But we did what was necessary and 
overcame the obstacles that were placed in front of us proving that nothing can stop the 
proclamation of the Good News of Jesus Christ!  That is part of what I experienced 
professionally.  Personally, my brother and my mother passed away.  Abraham graduated from 
High School and we have been blessed with 2 granddaughters.  So much has happened in six 
years that has been life altering.  That is true for the church as well.      
 

One of the changes we have experienced is that as I look out at the congregation, there are many 
new members.  Consider where you live.  How many new neighbors have you had in the last 6 
years?  With the constant moving in and out of Southwest Florida, change in church membership 
is bound to happen.  But this past year has brought some major changes that really indicate it is 
a new day for Shepherd of the Glades.  Hank and Leslie Beers, who were very active leaders on 
the Fellowship Committee, resigned from their leadership positions and moved North.  Pastor 
Carl and Joan Kelly who regularly participated in worship music and who previously served at 
Shepherd of the Glades permanently moved North to be closer to family.  Pastor Bob and Colleen 
Hoffman also recently moved North to be closer to family.  Pastor Bob served as interim Pastor 
for a year prior to my arrival and also filled in many times as supply pastor.  Colleen served on the 
Church Council and made the beautiful 50th anniversary banner for the church.  Pastor Peter 
Lyberg, the founding Pastor of Shepherd of the Glades passed away on Wednesday April 30th. 
He and Carol built the foundation of care and compassion this congregation continues to exhibit. 
He is the heart of this church.  On his final day, Pastor Peter asked me to take care of his church. 
Pastor Peter's memorial service is scheduled for September 27th at 3:00 PM.  Another major and 
difficult change for the church came in July.  Bob and Linda Tidmore gave notice that they would 
be moving to North Carolina to be closer to family.  Bob has served as the congregational 
treasurer since Tony Zeman passed away 6 years ago shortly after my arrival.  And Linda has 
served as the church secretary during that time, as well.  I want to thank God for these and all 
the faithful people who have been a very important part of the life of Shepherd of Glades.  I 
confess that it is difficult to deal with all this grief and loss and change, and I am certain it has 
been equally difficult for those who have been long term members of Shepherd of the Glades.  
But we do not grieve as those without hope.  Just as this church continued to proclaim the Good 
News of Jesus Christ during a pandemic, we shall boldly move forward focused on our calling to 
be the church.  
 

 

PASTOR’S PAGES .  .  .  
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Donna Accetta Nelson Keller Family of Bill Marderness 

Rod Barikmo & Family Nadine Kelly Patty Musielak 

Carole Brudevold Elouise Larson Family of Skip Parker  

Family of Jan Connell The Konopka Family Vernon Rasmussen 

Kate Connell Lauwrie & Jamie Lein Sara 

Family of Susie Espersen Anita & Nick Lehr Cornelia Setzkorn 

Gail Fesnak Sandy Lofthouse Micah Smith 

Family of Helen Follweiler Family of Rev. H. Peter Lyberg Ryan Smith 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

PRAYER LIST  
 

Please keep the following people in your thoughts and prayers: 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please let us know when someone should be added or removed from the Prayer list. 

AA GROUPS . . .  

FINANCIALLY, HOW ARE WE DOING? .  .  .  

CARING CONNECTIONS . . . 

Mixed AA Group 
On Mondays at noon, a mixed AA group meets in Hanson Hall.  If you or someone you know wishes 
to attend, please contact the office for more information. 
 

On Thursdays at 7:00 p.m., a mixed AA group meets in Hanson Hall.  If you or someone you know 
wishes to attend, please contact the office for more information. 
 

At 10:00 a.m., a women’s AA group meets in Hanson Hall on the 1st and 3rd Friday of every month.  
If you or someone you know wishes to attend, please contact the office for more information. 

PERIOD:  Seven Months Ended July 31, 2025   
 
 

 
 

Actual 

 
 

Budget 

Difference: 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

Operating Income $187,295 $263,826 ($76,531) 

Operating Expense $236,765 $255,730 $ 18,965 

Net Income  (Deficit) ($49,470) $8,096 ($57,566) 
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Thank you to everyone who continues to financially support Shepherd of the Glades through your 
regular offering.  As you can see by the report, we ended July with a budgeted deficit of $57,566 for 
the year, and an actual deficit for the year to date of $49,470.  In addition to offerings being less than 
actual expenses, our annual insurance premium arrived; we had some major air conditioning repairs 
done; and our annual irrigation maintenance was higher due to some needed repairs. The deficit is 
currently being paid by withdrawing from our investment funds, and this pattern is not sustainable.  
Please prayerfully consider helping us overcome this financial deficit with your support.  Thank you.  

PASTOR’S PAGES (CONTINUED)  .  .  .  
The future may look different than the past for Shepherd of the Glades, but there is no reason to 
fear or become anxious.  New leaders and new life will emerge as we nourish the seeds of faith 
that were sown by others who have come before us.  And God will provide the growth.  St Paul 
wrote in 1 Corinthians 3:6, “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.” As we go 
boldly into the future trusting in God, may we be faithful in our calling as members of Shepherd of 
the Glades to do Christ’s work and remember that God will provide the growth.  Have a blessed 
summer. 
 

+ Pastor Jeff 



 

 

HAPPY HAPPY HAPPY HAPPY AUGUST AUGUST AUGUST AUGUST BIRTHDAYS TO . . .BIRTHDAYS TO . . .BIRTHDAYS TO . . .BIRTHDAYS TO . . . 

  

  

  

August 2 Heidi & Mike Dziubla 

August 4 Yerry & Virginia Madison 

August 11 Doc & Sandy Lofthouse 

August 14 Bob & Colleen Hoffman 

August 14 Jane & Ron Limpus 

August 18 Chuck & Barb Keller 

August 20 Tom & Vicki Dunlop 

August 24 Don & Karen Johnson 

August 27 Kenny & Shelley Musselman 

August 29 Brenda & William Charleston 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

NEWS IN THE SHEEPFOLD .  .  .  

August 2 Renna Knotek 

August 4 Beverly Spees 

August 6 Jay Berthe 

August 6 Tom Moore 

August 8 Ron Modjeska 

August 8 David Willits 

August 8 Deborah Moeser 

August 10 Phil Willman 

August 10 Steve Snover 

August 10 Mary Winsor 

August 16 John Jordan 

August 17 Elouise Larson 

August 19 Lynn Dickerman 

August 21 Scott Kischer 

August 22 Betty Sauer 

August 23 Bob Saaranen 

August 23 Lori Bernabei 

August 26 Carole Michel 

August 29 Nancy Bullock 

August 29 Jenna Snover 

August 30 Chris Willits 

August 31 Charlotte Wahlig 
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AUGUST AUGUST AUGUST AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES . . .ANNIVERSARIES . . .ANNIVERSARIES . . .ANNIVERSARIES . . .                    
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:    

If we have missed your birthday or 
anniversary, please call the office so we 
can update our information and not miss 
you next time!  YOU are special to us! 

RECEIVED HER VICTORY IN THE LORD . . .  

Jan Connell passed away on Monday, July 21, 2025 at home with 
Hospice care.  Arrangements are pending. 



 

 

PRAYER CHANGES THINGS . . .  

Shepherd of the Glades Prayer Warriors will continue year round, if you wish to join or have 

a request, please contact the church office. 

FROM OUR DIRECTOR FOR DISCIPLESHIP . . .  

 Hello SOTG!!  I hope you all have had a lovely month.  Wow, is it 
really August already?  I can’t believe that I have been with you 
all for six months!  They say time flies when you’re having fun, 
and I wholeheartedly agree!   
 
For this month’s newsletter, I’d like to highlight a volunteer 
experience that a group of us from church had at Grace Place.  
As you all know, during Lent, we collected about 75 backpacks 
and filled them with school supplies for our local children’s non-

profit, Grace Place.  Well, in 
July, we were invited to 
attend and volunteer at their 
annual Back to School Bash, 
where the backpacks we 
packed up during Lent (along 
with hundreds of others) were given out to kids and 
families in need.  This event also hosted a variety of 
other services and activities, including free books, 
free vision screenings, a pancake breakfast, face 
painting, lawn games, and more!  So, early one 
Saturday morning, eleven of us from SOTG gathered 
together at Grace Place, ready to serve.  Our group 
ended up volunteering in three different ways, 
including 

distributing backpacks, helping kids choose free 
books, and helping pass out water to kids and their 
parents. Through our various roles, we were able to 
get the full scope of the event.  We saw kids pick out 
which color backpack they wanted, helped show them 
new books they might want, chatted with kids and 
parents as they got water, and saw kids eating 
popcorn and playing outside, while the heat and sweat 
started to melt their face paint.  It was a beautiful 
morning filled with the magic of the kids’ joy and 
excitement for the day and the upcoming school year.  
It was an honor to have taken part in the event and to 
have seen the full cycle of the backpacks.  We hope to strengthen and grow our 
relationship with Grace Place this fall. 
 
Until next month, 
 
Mary 
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THRIVENT UPDATES . . .  

Get Your Retirement Plans in OrderGet Your Retirement Plans in OrderGet Your Retirement Plans in OrderGet Your Retirement Plans in Order    
Check Out Thrivent in August 2025Check Out Thrivent in August 2025Check Out Thrivent in August 2025Check Out Thrivent in August 2025    
 
AUGUST 19, 2025 | 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM ET OR 8:30 PM – 9:30 PM ET  
AUGUST 20, 2025 | 9:30 PM-10:30 PM ET 
Heather Schreiber Heather Schreiber Heather Schreiber Heather Schreiber ----    "Key Milestones on Your Journey to an Empowered Retirement""Key Milestones on Your Journey to an Empowered Retirement""Key Milestones on Your Journey to an Empowered Retirement""Key Milestones on Your Journey to an Empowered Retirement"    
How do you envision retirement? While there are many answers to that question, the key is 
to dare to discover what’s right for you. Anticipating the milestones you face – as early as 
age 50 and continuing into your 70s – will help you prepare. Join us for an exclusive 
conversation with Heather Schreiber at "Key Milestones on Your Journey to an Empowered 
Retirement." She will share expert advice on ways to save more, reduce taxes, and make 
the most of Social Security. Dare to prepare for the retirement you envision. Join us and 
build a plan that's as unique as you are. (Available on-demand following the event.) 
RSVP: https://bit.ly/EmpoweredRetirement 
 
A Retirement Income Roadmap for WomenA Retirement Income Roadmap for WomenA Retirement Income Roadmap for WomenA Retirement Income Roadmap for Women    
More women are working and taking charge of their own retirement planning than ever 
before. What does retirement mean to you? Do you dream of traveling? Pursuing a hobby? 
Volunteering your time, or starting a new career or business? Simply enjoying more time 
with your grandchildren? Whatever your goal, you'll need a retirement income plan that's 
designed to support the retirement lifestyle you envision and help reduce the risk that you'll 
outlive your savings. 
Things to consider: 
When will you retire?When will you retire?When will you retire?When will you retire?    
How long will retirement last?How long will retirement last?How long will retirement last?How long will retirement last?    
Project your retirement expenses.Project your retirement expenses.Project your retirement expenses.Project your retirement expenses.    
Identify your sources of income.Identify your sources of income.Identify your sources of income.Identify your sources of income.    
Unfortunately, there's no one-size-fits-all when it comes to retirement income planning. A 
financial professional can review your circumstances, help you sort through your options, 
and help develop a plan that's right for you.  
 
At Thrivent, we believe money is a tool, not a goal. We’ve inspired generations to make 
financial choices guided by their Christian values. We provide the expertise and support that 
enable our clients to take care of themselves and others. 
We help Christians find financial clarity, enabling lives full of meaning and gratitude. All are 
welcome to attend our free virtual events.  Feel free to share these events with your friends 
and family.   
    
For More Info: Call Thrivent Financial Associate For More Info: Call Thrivent Financial Associate For More Info: Call Thrivent Financial Associate For More Info: Call Thrivent Financial Associate David Contessa at (239) 300David Contessa at (239) 300David Contessa at (239) 300David Contessa at (239) 300----5139513951395139. 

Staff  Sergeant Adam Crown 

Airman Corey Malinowski 

Marine Tom McJilton 

Army Sergeant Kendra Stofflet at Ft. Campbell Army Base, KY 

Warrant Officer Robert Stofflet at Ft. Campbell Army Base, KY 

Lieutenant Sterling Payne, 205 Ming St. Warrensburg, MO 
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REMEMBER THOSE IN SERVICE TO THEIR COUNTRY . . .  



 

 

 MONTH AT A GLANCE .  .  .  

SUN Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

                     
 1 

 

10:00—11:30 A.M. 
WOMEN’S AA  
GROUP 
 

NEWSLETTER 
MAILING 

2222    
 

    
    
  

3333 

 

EIGHTH SUNDAY OF 
PENTECOST 
 

 

9:30 A,M. LIVE 
STREAMING  
WORSHIP 

4444 

 
9:00 – 10:00 A.M. 
BONE BUILDERS 
 
 

12 NOON  
AA MIXED GROUP 
 

5555    
 
  
  
 

. 
 

6666    
 
9:00 – 10:00 A.M. 
BONE BUILDERS 
 

10:00 A.M.  
PASTOR JEFF’S  
BIBLE STUDY 
 

7777 
 

7:00 – 8:00 P.M. 
AA MIXED GROUP 
 

  

8888 
 
 
 

    
    

    
 

9999    
 
   

10101010    
 

NINTH SUNDAY OF 
PENTECOST 
 

 
9:30  A.M. LIVE 
STREAMING  
WORSHIP  
 
 

 

11111111    
 
9:00 – 10:00 A.M. 
BONE BUILDERS 
 

 
12 NOON        
AA MIXED GROUP 
 

 
 

12121212 
 
  
  

13131313 

9:00 – 10:00 A.M. 
BONE BUILDERS 
 

10:00 A.M. 
PASTOR JEFF’S 
BIBLE STUDY 
 
 

 
 

14141414    
 

7:00 – 8:00 P.M. 
AA MIXED GROUP 
 
 

 
 
  
 

15151515 
 
10:00 – 11:30 A.M. 
WOMEN’S AA 
GROUP 
 
  

16161616    
 
    

17171717    
    

TENTH SUNDAY OF 
PENTECOST 
 

 
 

9:30 A.M. LIVE 
STREAMING  
WORSHIP 
  

18181818    
  
9:00 – 10:00 A.M. 
BONE BUILDERS 

 
12 NOON 
AA MIXED GROUP  
 

 

    19191919    
 
 
 
 

20202020    
9:00 – 10:00 A.M. 
BONE BUILDERS 
 

10:00 A.M. 
PASTOR JEFF’S 
BIBLE STUDY 
 

2:00-3:30 P.M.  
GRIEF SUPPORT  

21212121    
 
7:00 – 8:00 P.M. 
AA MIXED GROUP 
 
 

  
 

22222222 
 

DEADLINE FOR 
NEWSLETTER 
SUBMISSIONS 
 
 

23232323    
 
    

24242424    
 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY  
OF PENTECOST 
 

9:30 A.M. LIVE 
STREAMING  
WORSHIP  
  
 
 

25252525 
 
 
9:00 – 10:00 A.M. 
BONE BUILDERS 
    

12 NOON 
AA MIXED GROUP  
  
 

    26262626    
    
  
 

        27272727 

  

    28282828    
 
 
7:00 – 8:00 P.M. 
AA MIXED GROUP 

    
 

    29292929    
    

OFFICE CLOSED 

    30303030

31313131    
TWELFTH SUNDAY  
OF PENTECOST 
 

9:30 A.M. LIVE 
STREAMING  
WORSHIP  

         

AUGUST,2025 
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OFFICE OPEN THIS WEEK M-TH 9:30 AM-1:00 PM 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Shepherd of the Glades Lutheran Church 
6020 Rattlesnake Hammock Road 
Naples, FL 34113 
 
 
Dated material mailed  August 1, 2025 
Please deliver between August 1-5, 2025 
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This Parish Paper is from: 

Shepherd of  the Glades Lutheran Church  
6020 Rattlesnake Hammock Road (Corner of  Santa Barbara Blvd.) 

Naples, FL  34113 
(239) 775.0696  FAX:  (239) 793.2465 

Web Page: http:www.sotgweb.org 
Email:  sotg6020@gmail.com 

 

Sunday Worship Service:  9:30 a.m.  
Office Hours:  Monday - Thursday: 9:30 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.; Friday: 9:30 a.m.- 1:30 p.m. 

 

Pastor Jeff  Ungs, Pastor  [cell phone:  641-529-2479} 
Mary Winsor, Director for Discipleship 
Megan Cianflone, Director of  Music 
Penny Morken, Council President 
Lynn Dickerman, Administrative Assistant to the Pastor 

 
 


