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¢ This Independence Day, we're reaching out to say

the best things in life are FREE...
Just like God's love for you.
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PASTOR’S PAGES

In many ways, | wish that every member of Shepherd of the Glades
would attend Synod Assembly. First, because you are reminded of a
bigger picture of the many ministries we do as Shepherd of the
Glades Church in the ELCA and the Florida Bahamas Synod. o
Secondly, the worship experience is very Spirit filled and the music is
always outstanding. The choir is made up of the people attending '
assembly from many different congregations, and the
instrumentalists are also from different congregations, yet we come
together as one to worship. The keynote speaker always brings a
new perspective that deepens the faith of those in attendance. The
educational workshop opportunities are always informational and
creative. And of course, you get the opportunity to meet and visit
with our Bishop! (See plcture of Steve and Sue Kautz with Bishop
e e OUarez)
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i This year’s Synod Assembly

theme was, “There is a time for everything” (Ecclesiastes 3).
Our keynote speaker was Rev. Emily Harkins, mission
developer of “The Dwelling” mission. Her primary audience
for proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ is the
homeless community of Winston-Salem North Carolina. She
shared heart warming stories of mission and ministry that
she is able to do because this ministry is funded by your
mission support to the ELCA and Florida Bahamas Synod. A
portion of your offering goes to support not only this mission,
but also mission developments in our Synod. The Community
Church ELCA in Babcock Ranch was a mission development
that recently officially became an organized congregation!
Congratulations on helping birth a new congregation in our
Synod!

We also heard from ELCA Companion Synod engagement director, Alison Richard. Alison
reminded us that we have five global companion synods that we walk with. They are The ELH -
Eglise Lutherienne d’Haiti, The ELCG - Evangelical Lutheran Church of Guyana, The ELKS -
Evangelical Lutheran Kierke in Suriname, The IEU-SL - Iglesia Evangelica Unida en Cuba -
Sinodo Luterano, and The UTCWI - The United Theological College of the West Indies (UTCWI) in
Jamaica, a primary training facility for Lutheran clergy in the Caribbean. The 64 other Synods in
the ELCA also have many global companion churches and ministries. You are part of a global
church! Again, your mission support assists the relationships we have in these ministries.
Thank you for making such a huge impact with your offering!

We heard from the Luther Springs camp ministries in our Synod and met the young staff at our
camps. They were installed as camp staff at our closing worship. Itis such a joy to see their
energy and passion for sharing the Gospel! There were two educational workshop opportunities
with several options in each, and we did our best to divide up and learn as much as we could!
You will hear more in the near future about what we learned (including grant opportunities). This
is all just a small sample of what happens at Synod Assembly. | am sure you can see why | wish
everyone in our church would attend! Maybe you will prayerfully consider being nominated for
next year’s assembly? Have a blessed summer and remember - we are Church together!

+ Pastor Jeff
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NEWS IN THE SHEEPFOLD . ..

HAPPY JULY BIRTHDAYS T10.

July 4, 2025
July 5, 2025
July 6, 2025

July 7, 2025

July 7, 2025

July 8, 2025

July 9, 2025

July 12, 2025
July 16, 2025
July 18, 2025
July 20, 2025
July 20, 2025
July 20, 2025
July 21, 2025
July 21, 2025
July 21, 2025
July 22, 2025
July 23, 2025
July 25, 2025

Nancy Larrabee
Michele Sova
Heidi Dziubla

Doug Walck

Lanna Williams
Daniel Bernabei
Roland Cumor
Lee Collins

Ken Oberst
Chuck Keller
Andrea Tack
Dorothy Hintzman
Holden Bernabei
James Bernabei
Cadence Snover
Jocelyn Snover
Sue Walck

Diana Cowles
Pat Spanitz

July 29, 2025
July 31, 2025
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If we have missed your birthday or
anniversary, please call the office so we
can update our information and not miss
you next time! YOU are special to us!

Joanne Hogan
William Nicklay

VAN
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JULY ANNIVERSARIES...

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:

July 19, 2025
July 19, 2025
July 27, 2025
July 30, 2025
July 31, 2025

James & Lori Bernabei
Pam & Jamshed Bhathena
Pastor Jeff & Kelli Ungs
Paul & Bev Smith

David & Elouise Larson

RECEIVED HER VICTORY IN THE LORD ...

Diane Roforth-Smith received her victory in the Lord on Sunday,
June 8, 2025 in Firestone, CO, where her son lives. After her
husband passed away the end of November in 2024, she moved
to Colorado to be near her son. Her burial service was in

Fairmont, MN in June 28, 2025.
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CARING CONNECTIONS ...

PRAYER LIST

Please keep the following people in your thoughts and prayers:

Donna Accetta Myrka Gonzalez Peter Newell

Family of Kent Adams Joe Skip Parker

Rod Barikmo & Family Rev. Ron Klose Vernon Rasmussen
Terry Bergner Elouise Larson Sara

James Caulder Lauwrie & Jamie Lein Family of Leila Sellman
Kate Connell Anita & Nick Lehr Cornelia Setzkorn
Jackson Drum Sandy Lofthouse Jim Shaw

Vicki Dunlop Family of Rev. H. Peter Lyberg Micah Smith

Family of Benis Ebanks Family of Bill Marderness Ryan Smith

David Einink Ed Michael Marian Swain

Family of Susie Espersen Patty Musielak Family of Marvin Thor
Gail Fesnak Willie Nation

Please let us know when someone should be added or removed from the Prayer list.

AA GROUPS ...

Mixed AA Group
On Mondays at noon, a mixed AA group meets in Hanson Hall. If you or someone you
know wishes to attend, please contact the office for more information.

On Thursdays at 7:00 p.m., a mixed AA group meets in Hanson Hall. If you or someone
you know wishes to attend, please contact the office for more information.

At 10:00 a.m., a women’s AA group meets in Hanson Hall on the 1st and 3rd Friday of
every month. If you or someone you know wishes to attend, please contact the office for
more information.

FINANCIALLY, HOW ARE WE DOING?. . .

PERIOD: Six Months Ended June 30, 2025 Difference:
Actual Budget Favorable
(Unfavorable)
Operating Income $177,196 $232,801 ($55,605)
Operating Expense $184,257 $228,944 $ 44,687
Net Income (Deficit) ($7,061) $3,857 ($10,918)

Vacation time is definitely here! Attendance is noticeably lower with even full
timers away for a break! Our expenses exceeded income for the first time this
year. Our expenses have been kept much lower than budget, but income is still
not able to keep pace during these slow summer months. Thanks to all our faithful
givers!
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FROM OUR DIRECTOR FOR DISCIPLESHIP. ..

Warmest greetings to all of you from SOTG! | say
'warmest,’ because right now in southern Florida, it is
warm! Most would say hot. Very hot. To those seasonal
members of ours who are up north during these summer
months, | tip my invisible hat to you. | think you’re onto
something! This month has been busy and full as I’'ve
taken on some additional responsibilities while Pastor
Jeff has been away on some much-deserved vacation
time. We did, however, get to meet up in Orlando for this
year’s Florida-Bahamas Synod Assembly. It was great to
experience how the synod operates and makes decisions
as the cumulative and larger expression of our individual
congregations, comprised of rostered leaders and lay
congregation members. While there, | also had the opportunity to help out with
a couple of worship services and connect with new and familiar faces from
within our synod. On June 8th, | had the chance to lead service and preach for
you all, and | had a great time doing so. | thank everyone for their grace and
very kind words. They meant so much to me! | also had the opportunity to lead
service alongside Pastor Courtney Noya from Christus Victor, our neighboring
ELCA congregation here in Naples. It was an honor to assist her during service
and to have her preach and preside for us. She did an amazing job, and we’re
so thankful to have had her here!

As the months have gone by, our number of Blessing Bags has dwindled! | end
that with an exclamation point, because that is a great thing! You all have been
taking these bags and handing them out to people in our community, and that is
awesome! We currently only have a couple of bags left, so we will continue to
accept donations of supplies, and when we’ve gathered a decent amount, we’ll
put some together again! The shopping list can be found in the narthex. This
first week of July, the backpacks we put together alongside the Blessing Bags
on Palm Sunday will be picked up by staff from Grace Place, ensuring their
delivery to students in time before the school year starts. This is great news,
and we thank you for your continued generosity towards Grace Place and all
that they do!

Until next month,

Mary
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THRIVENT UPDATES ... thrivent

Happy Summer To All!!
Check out some of our Thrivent Events for July 2025

JULY 15, 2025 | 12:30 PM - 1:30 PM ET

Thrivent Market & Economic Update

Are the current markets making you wonder how to best navigate your financial
strategy?

Join us for a livestream of Thrivent’s Market and Economic Update, presented
by Thrivent leaders. Don’t miss the opportunity to hear Thrivent’s perspective
and what the latest trends may mean for you.

Available on-demand following the event.

RSVP: https://bit.ly/MarketUpdate725

JULY 26, 2025 | 5:30 PM ET

Thrivent Night with the Daytona Tortugas

Jackie Robinson Ballpark, 105 E. Orange Ave., Daytona Beach, FL

Join us for Thrivent Night with the Daytona Tortugas at the Jackie Robinson
Ballpark. Enjoy an exciting evening of baseball as the Tortugas take on the
Palm Beach Cardinals. This special event, hosted by Thrivent, offers a
wonderful opportunity for members and guests to connect and enjoy America's
favorite pastime together.

Tickets are only $10 each!

RSVP: https://bit.ly/Tortugas725

At Thrivent, we believe money is a tool, not a goal. We’ve inspired generations
to make financial choices guided by their Christian values. We provide the
expertise and support that enable our clients to take care of themselves and
others.

REMEMBER THOSE IN SERVICE TO THEIR COUNTRY ...

Staff Sergeant Adam Crown

Airman Corey Malinowski

Marine Tom McJilton

Army Sergeant Kendra Stofflet at Ft. Campbell Army Base, KY
Warrant Officer Robert Stofflet at Ft. Campbell Army Base, KY
Lieutenant Sterling Payne, 205 Ming St. Warrensburg, MO
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9:00 - 10:00 A.M.
BONE BUILDERS

10:00 A.M.
PASTOR JEFF’S
BIBLE STUDY

7:00 - 8:00 P.M.
IAA MIXED GROUP

FOURTH OF JULY

OFFICE CLOSED
IN CELEBRATION

10:00—11:30 A.M.
WOMEN'’S AA
GROUP

6

FOURTH SUNDAY
OF PENTECOST

9:30 A,M. LIVE
STREAMING
WORSHIP

7

9:00 - 10:00 A.M.
BONE BUILDERS

12 NOON
IAA MIXED GROUP

9

9:00 - 10:00 A.M.
BONE BUILDERS

10:00 A.M.
PASTOR JEFF’S
BIBLE STUDY

10

7:00 - 8:00 P.M.
IAA MIXED GROUP

11

12

13

FIFTH SUNDAY OF

14

9:00 -10:00 A.M.

15

16

9:00 - 10:00 A.M.
BONE BUILDERS

17

7:00 - 8:00 P.M.

18

10:00-11:30 A.M.

19

PENTECOST BONE BUILDERS 0:00 A AA MIXED GROUP oo a
9:30 A.M. LIVE PASTOR JEFF'S (GROUP
STREAMING 12 NOON BIBLE STUDY
\WORSHIP IAA MIXED GROUP

2:00-3:30 P.M.

GRIEF SUPPORT
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
SIXTH SUNDAY OF [9:00-10:00 A.M.
PENTECOST BONE BUILDERS 9:00-10:00 A.M. 7:00 - 8:00 P.M.

DEADLINE FOR  |BONE BUILDERS [AA MIXED GROUP
12 NOON NEWSLETTER

9:30 A.M. LIVE IAA MIXED GROUP [SUBMISSIONS 10:00 A.M.
STREAMING PASTOR JEFF’S
WORSHIP BIBLE STUDY

27

SEVENTH SUNDAY
OF PENTECOST

9:30 A.M. LIVE
STREAMING
WORSHIP

28

9:00 -10:00 A.M.
BONE BUILDERS

12 NOON
IAA MIXED GROUP

29

8:30—11:00 A.M.
SEW-SEW’S MEET

30

31

PRAYER CHANGES THINGS ...

Shepherd of the Glades Prayer Warriors will continue year round, if you wish

to join or have a request, please contact the church office.
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Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m.
Office Hours: Monday - Friday: 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Pastor Jeff Ungs, Pastor cell phone: 641-529-2479]

Mary Winsor, Director for Discipleship

Megan Cianflone, Director of Music

Penny Morken, Council President

Lynn Dickerman and Linda Tidmore, Admin. Assistants to the Pastor



