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SEPTEMBER 21, 2025 

 FIFTEENTH SUNDAY OF 

PENTECOST 

9:30 A.M. 
WORSHIP SERVICE
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SHEPHERD  OF  THE  GLADES  LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A Lutheran Community of Christian Believers 

All Are Welcome! 
 

All who have come to worship are heartily welcomed.  Let us joyfully open our hearts 
to God and to one another. 
 

You are encouraged to participate in all that Shepherd of the Glades has to offer and to 
make Shepherd of the Glades your spiritual home.   
 

If Shepherd of the Glades can be of service to you or if you would like Pastor Jeff to 
contact you, please so indicate on the pew welcome sheet.  The office phone number 
and Pastor Jeff’s cell phone number are on the cover of the bulletin. 
 

Fifteenth Sunday of Pentecost 
September 21, 2025, 9:30 A.M. Worship - Setting I  

 + Indicates Please Stand                                                                                                                     Bold Indicates Congregation Joins In 
 

PRELUDE                                                          Megan Cianflone, Director of Music 

                                       

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

+  CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
  

P    Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 
C   Amen.  
 

P Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of 
one another. 

  
   Silence is kept for reflection.     
  

A   Merciful and loving God,  
C We are your stiff-necked people.  We trample on the needy.  We grumble 

about your grace to others.  We turn away from the poor.  Have mercy on 
us and forgive our sins.  Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have 
been found.  Amen. 

 

P Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the 
world to save sinners.  You who were lost have been found.  In the name of + 
Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 

C   Amen                                                  
 

+ OPENING HYMN             “Son of God, Eternal Savior”                 ELW 655 
                                                          
A  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
  Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C  And also with you. 
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+ THE PRAYER OF PRAISE 



+  PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A  Let us pray. 
C       God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one 

another. Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and 
our hearts to the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  Amen. 

 

FIRST READING:  Amos 8:4-7 
4 Hear this, you who trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 
5 saying, “When will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain, and the Sabbath, 
so that we may offer wheat for sale?  We will make the ephah smaller and the shekel 
heavier and practice deceit with false balances, 6 buying the poor for silver and the needy 
for a pair of sandals and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”  7 The Lord has sworn by 
the pride of Jacob:  Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.  

 

A  The Word of the Lord.     C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM:  Psalm 113 (Read responsively) 
1 Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the Lord; 
  praise the name of the Lord. 
 2 Let the name of the Lord be blessed, 
  from this time forth forevermore. 
 3 From the rising of the sun to its going down 
  let the name of the Lord be praised. 
 4 The Lord is high above all nations; 
  God’s glory above the heavens.  
 5 Who is like the Lord our God, 
  who sits enthroned on high, 
 6 but stoops to behold 
  the heavens and the earth? 
 7 The Lord takes up the weak out of the dust 
  and lifts up the poor from the ashes, 
 8 enthroning them with the rulers, 
  with the rulers of the people. 
 9 The Lord makes the woman of a childless house 
  to be a joyful mother of children.  Hallelujah!  

4 
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  SECOND READING:  1 Timothy 2: 1-7 
1 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be 
made for everyone, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a 
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. 3 This is right and acceptable before 
God our Savior, 4 who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of 
the truth. 5 For 
 there is one God; 
  there is also one mediator between God and humankind, 
 Christ Jesus, himself human, 
  6 who gave himself a ransom for all 
—this was attested at the right time.7 For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I 
am telling the truth; I am not lying), a teacher of the gentiles in faith and truth.  

 

A  The Word of the Lord.     C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL  according to: Luke 16: 1-13 
 

C   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and 
charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2 So he 
summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an 
accounting of your management because you cannot be my manager any longer.’ 3 Then 
the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the position 
away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4 I have 
decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me 
into their homes.’ 5 So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, 
‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6 He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ 
 
 
 
 

    GOSPEL ACCLAMATION +  

1372432 



He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7 Then he asked 
another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ 
He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ 8 And his master commended the 
dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly, for the children of this age are 
more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light.  9 And 
I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is 
gone they may welcome you into the eternal homes. 
  10 “Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much, and whoever is 
dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11 If, then, you have not been 
faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12 And if 
you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is 
your own? 13 No slave can serve two masters, for a slave will either hate the one and 
love the other or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God 
and wealth.”  

 

P The Gospel of the Lord.           C      Praise to you, O Christ.  
                    

SERMON                   Pastor Jeff Ungs 
    Text:  Lessons for the day 
                                           

+ HYMN OF THE DAY     “Be Thou My Vision”      ELW 793 
     

A Let us proclaim our trust in the presence and power of God in our lives with the 
words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 

+   APOSTLES’ CREED         ELW 105 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
and life everlasting.   Amen.                                               
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+ THE PRAYERS   
A       Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need.  

 A brief silence. 

A      O God, teach your church to act in solidarity with the poor, frustrating the efforts 
of those who trample on the needy and practicing justice in our own life and 
community. God of grace,  

C       Receive our prayer.  

 

A       Almighty Creator, we pray for an end to the misuse of the earth and its resources, 
that all people may benefit from your abundant gifts and that our stewardship of 
creation would be marked by justice and sustainability.  God of grace,  

C       Receive our prayer. 
  
A       Holy One, embolden elected leaders to pursue policies of economic justice for the 

benefit of all, especially those who are most vulnerable and marginalized. 
Persuade them by your example of generosity and compassion. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 

C       Receive our prayer.  
 

P Merciful God, we lift up all who suffer. Bring healing, comfort, and peace to those 
who are sick, grieving, or in pain. Today we pray especially for: The Family of 
Gail Fesnak, The Family of  Carole Brudevold, The Family of Janet Connell, 
Desiree Lentini, Aloise Olson, Barbara Carey, Patricia Lussky, Janice, Linda 
Tidmore, Colleen Glackin, Nadine Kelly, Rod Barikmo, Glen Barikmo, Pastor Bob 
Hoffman, Patty Musielak, Vernon Rasmussen, Sandy Lofthouse, Nick & Anita 
Lehr, and others we name in our hearts or out loud. Give us compassionate hearts 
to accompany those who are hurting and courage to work for justice and mercy.  
God of grace, 

C Receive our prayer.  
 

A God of love, motivate our congregation to enact economic justice through tangible 
action, prioritizing the needs of our community and sharing resources generously 
through our outreach and justice ministries. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

C Receive our prayer.  
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A       God of mercy, you are our resurrection.  We give you thanks, oh God, for the 
celebration of birthdays and anniversaries within our faith community. Today we 
pray for Kim Ciaramitaro, Pamula Leimar, Barbara Harvey, and Pam Bhathena, 
as they celebrate their birthdays.  We also pray for Guy & Pat Cooper and Myrka 
Gonzalez & David Ochoa, as they celebrate their wedding anniversaries. God of 
grace, 

C       Receive our prayer. 
 

A Gracious God, we give thanks for the saints who now join the heavenly chorus in 
praising your name. Lift us up from the dust of grief and remind us of your 
promise of new life. God of grace,  

C Receive our prayer. 

 

P        We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our 
redeemer and friend. 

C       Amen. 
 

+ SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
A The Peace of the Lord be with you always.     
C And also with you.   
 

+      OFFERTORY   
 We give an offering to show thanks for God’s blessings, and to support the 

ministries of God’s Church, near and far.  Offering collection plates are available 
upon entry to the sanctuary before worship or as you leave after its conclusion.  
To give electronically just scan this code with your phone or visit our website 
home page:  http://www.sotgweb.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

+      OFFERTORY PRAYER        ELW 107 
A  Let us pray. 
C       Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. 

Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who 
richly provides for us.   Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are 
suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
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+ GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the 
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 
of me. 
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+ THE LORD’S PRAYER  (Spoken) 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever.    
Amen. 

 

+ DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
All are invited and welcome to come forward to partake of the sacrament of Holy 
Communion. If you would like communion brought to you in your pew, please notify 
an usher. For your safety and convenience, you will have a choice of coming to the 
altar rail or taking communion in your pew in an individually sealed container.   
If, for any reason, you are not comfortable receiving communion, but would like to 
receive a blessing, please come forward and cross your arms, indicating you wish to 
receive a blessing.  The Eucharist is celebrated by intinction.  Our Altar Guild at all 
communion services offers grape juice (lighter color), as well as wine (darker color), 
for intinction, the dipping of wafer into the wine or juice. One chalice will hold both 
wine and grape juice.  Note:  Gluten free wafers are offered, as well, in the Narthex or 
as you come forward. 
 

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.  Come to this meal of mercy. 
 

+  COMMUNION BLESSING 
A       O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your 

servants.  Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need.  We 
ask this in Jesus’ name. 

C  Amen. 
 

+      THE BLESSING 
P       The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to 

the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, + bless you now and forever. 
C      Amen. 
 

+      SENDING HYMN         “Let Justice Flow like Streams”          ELW 717                                                              
                                                                     

+      DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. Do not lose heart.  
C Thanks be to God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 The flowers on the altar this morning are given by Heidi Dziubla in 
celebration of the birthdays of her daughter, Kim, her brother, Erich, and her 
niece, Leni, and in memory of her Dad’s birthday. 
 

HOSPITALIZATIONS 
Local hospitals are no longer calling church offices to advise of the 
hospitalizations of parishioners.  If you are hospitalized, or know of someone 
that is hospitalized, please let the church office know so that we may keep you/
them in our prayers and provide pastoral support.  

 

BLESSING BAGS 
We are out of Blessing Bags!  Thank you so much for giving them out.  We will 
continue to accept donations.  The shopping list can be found in the Narthex.  
 

GRACE PLACE TOUR 
Mary will be leading a group on Thursday, September 25th to Grace Place for 
a tour of their campus where we will learn more in depth about the work they 
do, how they do it, and how it is funded.  Please sign up on the sign-up sheet in 
the Narthex or contact Mary.  The tour is at 11:a.m. We will meet at the 
church at 10:30 a.m. and carpool there. 
 

REMINDER 
Pastor H. Peter Lyberg’s Celebration of Life will be on Saturday, September 
27, 2025 at 3:00 p.m. at Shepherd of the Glades.  Please mark your calendars 
and attend if you are able. 
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Ministries for Today 
Altar Assistants:  Mary Winsor, Scott Krenz, and Jackie Masterson 

                   
  Lector:  Barbara Keith 

 
Altar Guild:  Lori Bernabei 

   
                                Ushers:   9:30 a.m.  Bonny Dery, Scott Krenz, 

                                                     Jackie Masterson, and Doug Walck 
 

AV Technicians:  Abraham Ungs 
                      Kelli Ungs                              

 

THIS WEEK AT SHEPHERD OF THE GLADES:    
The office is open 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday; and 9:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. on Friday.   
 

Pastor Jeff is available in the office by appointment or by cell phone. 
 

Monday, September 22nd and Wednesday, September 24th, Bone Builders in  
Hanson Hall from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. 
 

Tuesday, September 23, 2025, No Sew-Sews until October 14, 2025. 
 

Wednesday, September 24th, 2025, Bible study with Pastor Jeff starting at 10:00 
a.m. 

 

Thursday, September 25th, 2025, 11:00 a.m. Grace Place Tour (Please see 
announcement.) 
 

Sixteenth Sunday of Pentecost, September 28, 2025, 9:30 a.m., public worship 
with Pastor Jeff Ungs. Worship will also be live streamed on YouTube, or you can 
access on our website.  See website for details -www.sotgweb.org. 
 

 
 
 

 

SHEPHERD  OF  THE  GLADES  CHURCH 

A Lutheran Congregation of Christian Believers 
6020  Rattlesnake  Hammock Road 

Naples,  Florida  34113-2913 
Telephone:  239.775.0696   Fax:  239.793.2465 

Email:  sotg6020@gmail.com  Web Page:  http://www.sotgweb.org 
 

 Our Mission is  “Transforming lives through the Living Word of God.” 
                                   

Pastor                                           Rev. Jeffrey T. Ungs 
Director for Discipleship   Mary Winsor 
Director of Music                         Megan Cianflone 
Congregational President           Penny Morken 
Administrative Assistant to the Pastor Lynn Dickerman  








