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There are many people of faith who have grown skeptical of the 
Christian Church.  Some have even been harmed by the words and 
deeds of churches.  Maybe you have felt this way or experienced 
the pain  that someone at a church has caused at some point in 
your life.  Hopefully, you have experienced and felt the love of 
Jesus at Shepherd of the Glades.  We are not perfect. No one is.  
That is why it is important to gather together to worship the ONE 
who is perfect - Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.  According to a 
2023 Gallup poll citing the responses of 15,147 adults who self 
identified as Protestant Christians, 27% responded that they 
seldom attend worship, and 16% responded that they never attend 
worship.  The results indicate that nearly half (43%) of self 
identified Christian Protestant adults seldom or never attend 
worship.  That is a lot of people! There are many studies that look 
into the reasons for the decline in church attendance in the USA.  
You may know a neighbor or friend or have family members who no longer attend church.  
You have probably heard the reasons some people give for not going to church.  Whatever 
the reason someone gives when you ask them, please listen to their response without 
judgement and be kind to them.  If they live in the Naples area, consider sharing your positive 
experiences of this congregation and invite them to come to Shepherd of the Glades with 
you.  The bible even teaches us how to invite people who may be skeptical about Jesus.  
When Philip told Nathaniel that he had found the Messiah - Jesus of Nazareth, the response 
he got was, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46)  Rather than arguing 
with Nathaniel, Philip simply said, “Come and see!”  In other words, let me take you to him 
and you can decide if you see or hear anything good.  We can learn a lot from Philip about 
inviting others who may be skeptical or believe nothing good can come out of the church. 

 

There is a difference between inviting someone to come to church and telling people that you 
would like them to come with you to church.  If you simply say you should come to Shepherd 
of the Glades.  That is where I go and I really like it.  The normal response is a kind 
acceptance and a thank you, but the person rarely comes.  However, if you tell someone 
about your positive experiences of Shepherd of the Glades and say, “We would love to have 
you join us for worship.  If we pick you up, would this Sunday work for you?  If you don’t like it 
or it isn’t for you, that is fine.  I just want you to see what we like about the church we go to.”  
And you will know quickly if they are actually interested in your invitation.  They might even 
say not this Sunday but maybe another time.  Like Philip’s invitation to Nathaniel, the 
invitation to come and see means I will take you to church with no expectations.  I will let you 
determine if something good comes from going to church and hearing the words of Jesus.  
Because Nathaniel liked and trusted Philip, he went with him to see Jesus.  According to a 
2023 Lifeway research poll, 82% of people will come to church when a friend invites them.  
When Jesus saw Nathaniel, he said, “Now here is a true Israelite without deceit!”  And 
Nathaniel - also known as Bartholomew - became one of the 12 apostles.  He declared Jesus 
as the Son of God and dedicated his life to Jesus. I have found that skeptics are often the 
best people to have in church leadership!  They are often very honest about what they 
experience.  Don’t be afraid to invite someone to come and see.  The worst that can happen 
is they can say no.  And if that happens there is no reason to take it personally.  Honor their 
response and consider them part of the 18% that will say no thank you.   
 

Now that you know how to invite people to church and that 82% of people you invite will come 
with you if you invite them and bring them, let’s have some fun and test this study.  I declareI declareI declareI declare 
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Donna Accetta Janice Family of Bill Marderness 

Rod Barikmo & Family Nelson Keller Patty Musielak 

Family of Carole Brudevold Nadine Kelly Family of Skip Parker  

Family of Jan Connell Elouise Larson Vernon Rasmussen 

Kate Connell The Konopka Family Cornelia Setzkorn 

Family of Susie Espersen Lauwrie & Jamie Lein Micah Smith 

Gail Fesnak Anita & Nick Lehr Ryan Smith 

Family of Helen Follweiler Sandy Lofthouse Linda Tidmore 

Colleen Grackin Family of Rev. H. Peter Lyberg  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

PRAYER LIST  
 

Please keep the following people in your thoughts and prayers: 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Please let us know when someone should be added or removed from the Prayer list. 

AA GROUPS . . .  

FINANCIALLY, HOW ARE WE DOING? .  .  .  

CARING CONNECTIONS . . . 

Mixed AA Group 

On Mondays at noon, a mixed AA group meets in Hanson Hall.  If you or someone you 
know wishes to attend, please contact the office for more information. 
 

On Thursdays at 7:00 p.m., a mixed AA group meets in Hanson Hall.  If you or someone 
you know wishes to attend, please contact the office for more information. 
 

At 10:00 a.m., a women’s AA group meets in Hanson Hall on the 1st and 3rd Friday of 
every month.  If you or someone you know wishes to attend, please contact the office for 
more information. 

PERIOD:  Eight Months Ended August 31, 2025   
 
 

 
 

Actual 

 
 

Budget 

Difference: 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

Operating Income $213,033 $294,831 ($8,798) 

Operating Expense $255,483 $290,226 $34,743 

Net Income  (Deficit) ($42,450) $    4,605 ($47,055) 
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Thankfully, this month our income exceeded our expenses; but year to date , our 
expenses still exceed our income, funded by our investments.  We deeply appreciate all 
our faithful, regular givers, especially during this summer season! 

PASTOR’S PAGES (CONTINUED)  .  .  .  

September the month of “Come and See!”September the month of “Come and See!”September the month of “Come and See!”September the month of “Come and See!”   Who do you know that you can invite? Who do you 
know that is skeptical of the church or of Jesus that you can invite?  Who do you know that 
hasn’t been back in church for a long time that you can invite?   Who do you know that 
needs to hear the Good News of Jesus and his love?  Invite them and bring them with you 
to church.  Invite them to come and believe; come and receive.  
 
 

+ Pastor Jeff 



 

 

HAPPY HAPPY HAPPY HAPPY SEPTEMBER SEPTEMBER SEPTEMBER SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS TO . . .BIRTHDAYS TO . . .BIRTHDAYS TO . . .BIRTHDAYS TO . . . 

  

  

  

September 1 Ron & Barb Modjeska 

September 3 Clay & Betty Baker 

September 5 Vern & Helen Rasmussen 

September 16 Kathy & Andrea Heldman 

September 16 Adam & Diana Cowles 

September 17 Jim & Betty Sauer 

September 22 Guy & Pat Cooper 

September 26 
David Ochoa & Myrka  
Gonzales 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

NEWS IN THE SHEEPFOLD .  .  .  

September 1 Inger Teilmann Gotterup 

September 1 Barbara Modjeska 

September 2 Pat Barrack 

September 8 Kellen Snover 

September 9 Bobbie Ramsey 

September 11 Noel Bischoff 

September 16 Thomas Cianflone 

September 20 Larry Spees 

September 20 Karen Kuzel 

September 21 Kim Ciaramitaro 

September 22 Pamula Leimer 

September 25 Barbara Harvey 

September 27 Pam Bhathena 

September 29 Kathy Heldman 
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SEPTEMBER SEPTEMBER SEPTEMBER SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES . . .ANNIVERSARIES . . .ANNIVERSARIES . . .ANNIVERSARIES . . .                    
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:    

If we have missed your birthday or 
anniversary, please call the office so we 
can update our information and not miss 
you next time!  YOU are special to us! 

GRATITUDE IS AN ATTITUDE . . . 

Dear Pastor and Members, 
Just a little note to let you know how much we appreciated the send off.  The cake 
was not only beautiful, but tasted great!  The monetary gift was really a surprise and 
it will be used on our trip north.  It has been an honor and a blessing working at 
Shepherd of  the Glades.  We will miss everyone and think of  you often. 
Love, 
Linda & Bob Tidmore 



 

 

PRAYER CHANGES THINGS . . .  

Shepherd of the Glades Prayer Warriors will continue year round, if you wish to join or have 

a request, please contact the church office. 

FROM OUR DIRECTOR FOR DISCIPLESHIP . . .  

 Hello SOTG!!  What a month it has been.  If  you’ve stopped 
by the office and wondered where I was, I was spending 
some time away with dear friends of  mine and with our 
staff  at the annual staff  retreat.  It has been a great month 
full of  rest and the spiritual “filling up of  my cup.”  I thank 
you all for the time away, and I’m so glad to start off  
September refreshed and ready to go as fall approaches.  
 

This month, we will continue to accept donations for our 
next round of  Blessing Bags.  As we continue to gather 
supplies, I will be counting and organizing it all.  Once 
enough supplies are gathered, we will set a date for 
another Sunday when we will put them all together as a 
congregation, just like we did after Palm Sunday’s service. 
Again, I thank you all for your generosity and openness to this idea, and your 
willingness to hand them out as you feel led. 
 

As you all know, last month I used my newsletter to highlight our day 
volunteering at Grace Place at their annual Back to School Bash, where the 
backpacks filled with supplies that we donated were given out, along with 
hundreds of  others.  This fall, we hope to continue to strengthen our relationship 
with Grace Place, starting with a comprehensive tour of  their campus. I will be in 
contact with the volunteer manager at Grace Place, and hope to set a date for 
the tour this month.  Grace Place has reached out to us, expressing their 
gratitude for our donation of  backpacks and involvement at the Back to School 
Bash.  They have informed us that school supplies that cost $30 just two years 
ago now cost $45 in Golden Gate, a community where 42% of  households live 
below the poverty line.  This makes school supplies that are essential for learning 
in the classroom even more inaccessible for many students that Grace Place 
serves.  Through our donations of  backpacks, we do not just provide the school 
supplies for students to learn, but also hope and equity for students and parents, 
allowing for a smoother transition into the school year. So again, thank you all! 
 
Until next month, 
 
Mary 
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THRIVENT UPDATES . . .  

Thrivent Online Events in September 2025Thrivent Online Events in September 2025Thrivent Online Events in September 2025Thrivent Online Events in September 2025    
are all about your future and those you care are all about your future and those you care are all about your future and those you care are all about your future and those you care 
about most!about most!about most!about most!    
Don’t miss out on this presentation.Don’t miss out on this presentation.Don’t miss out on this presentation.Don’t miss out on this presentation.    
 
SEPTEMBER 16, 2025 | 6:30 PM – 7:30 PM ET  
SEPTEMBER 17, 2025 | 12:30 PM-1:30 PM ET 
SEPTEMBER 18, 2025 | 7:30 PM-8:30 PM ET 
SEPTEMBER 23, 2025 | 1:00 PM-2:00 PM ET  

 

Estate Preservation for the Next GenerationEstate Preservation for the Next GenerationEstate Preservation for the Next GenerationEstate Preservation for the Next Generation    
Our team is committed to helping you plan for your future—and the future of  
those that you care most about. Better prepare yourself  for the “what-ifs” in life 
by joining us as we address: 
• Essential estate preservation documents you should have. 
• What is the purpose of  a will? 
• Estate taxes and annual gifting limits. 
• What is the probate process? 
• Advantages of  naming beneficiaries on your accounts. 
• The Secure Act 2.0 and how it impacts your family. 
• Concerns about how to protect your assets. 
• Long-term care: Costs and options. 
• Effects of  income taxation upon death. 
 

RSVP: https://bit.ly/EstateNextGen 
 
At Thrivent, we believe money is a tool, not a goal. We’ve inspired generations 
to make financial choices guided by their Christian values. We provide the 
expertise and support that enable our clients to take care of  themselves and 
others. 
We help Christians find financial clarity, enabling lives full of  meaning and 
gratitude. All are welcome to attend our free virtual events.  Feel free to share 
these events with your friends and family.   

Staff  Sergeant Adam Crown 

Airman Corey Malinowski 

Marine Tom McJilton 

Army Sergeant Kendra Stofflet at Ft. Campbell Army Base, KY 

Warrant Officer Robert Stofflet at Ft. Campbell Army Base, KY 

Lieutenant Sterling Payne, 205 Ming St. Warrensburg, MO 
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REMEMBER THOSE IN SERVICE TO THEIR COUNTRY . . .  



 

 

 MONTH AT A GLANCE .  .  .  

SUN Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

     1111    
 
LABOR DAY  
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
12 NOON  
AA MIXED GROUP 

 2     3333    
 
9:00 – 10:00 A.M. 
BONE BUILDERS 
    

10:00 A.M.  
PASTOR JEFF’S  
BIBLE STUDY 

    4444    
    
7:00 – 8:00 P.M. 
AA MIXED GROUP 

5 
 

10:00—11:30 A.M. 
WOMEN’S AA  
GROUP 

 

NEWSLETTER 
MAILING 

6666    
 

    
    
  

7777 

 

THIRTEENTH  
SUNDAY OF  
PENTECOST 
 

9:30 A,M. LIVE 
STREAMING  
WORSHIP 
 

8888 

 
9:00 – 10:00 A.M. 
BONE BUILDERS 
 
 

12 NOON  
AA MIXED GROUP 

 

 

 

9999    
 
 SEW-SEW’S 
8:30-11:00 A.M. 
  
6:00 P.M. CONG. 
COUNCIL 
. 
 

10101010    
 
9:00 – 10:00 A.M. 
BONE BUILDERS 
 

10:00 A.M.  
PASTOR JEFF’S  
BIBLE STUDY 
 

  
 

11111111 
 

7:00 – 8:00 P.M. 
AA MIXED GROUP 
 

  

12121212 
 
 
 

    
    

    
 

13131313    
 
   

14141414    
 

FOURTEENTH  
SUNDAY OF  
PENTECOST 
 

 
9:30  A.M. LIVE 
STREAMING  
WORSHIP  
 
 

15151515    
 
9:00 – 10:00 A.M. 
BONE BUILDERS 
 

 
12 NOON        
AA MIXED GROUP 
 

 
 

16161616 
 
  
  

17171717 

9:00 – 10:00 A.M. 
BONE BUILDERS 
 

10:00 A.M. 
PASTOR JEFF’S 
BIBLE STUDY 
 

 
 

 

18181818    
 

7:00 – 8:00 P.M. 
AA MIXED GROUP 
 
 

 

2:00-3:30 P.M.  
GRIEF SUPPORT  
 
  
 

19191919 

 
10:00 – 11:30 A.M. 
WOMEN’S AA 
GROUP 
 
 DEADLINE FOR 
NEWSLETTER 
SUBMISSIONS 

20202020    
 
    

21212121    
    

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY 
OF PENTECOST 
 

 
 

9:30 A.M. LIVE 
STREAMING  
WORSHIP 
  
  

22222222    
  
9:00 – 10:00 A.M. 
BONE BUILDERS 

 
12 NOON 
AA MIXED GROUP  
 

 

    23232323    
 
 
 
 

24242424    
9:00 – 10:00 A.M. 
BONE BUILDERS 
 

10:00 A.M. 
PASTOR JEFF’S 
BIBLE STUDY 
 

 
 

 

25252525    
 
7:00 – 8:00 P.M. 
AA MIXED GROUP 
 
 

  
 

    

26262626 
 

 
 

27272727    
 
3:00 P.M.  
CELEBRATION OF 
LIFE FOR PASTOR 
PETER LYBERG 
    

28282828    
 

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY  
OF PENTECOST 
 

9:30 A.M. LIVE 
STREAMING  
WORSHIP  
  
 
 

29292929 

 
9:00 – 10:00 A.M. 
BONE BUILDERS 
    

12 NOON 
AA MIXED GROUP  
  
 

    30303030    
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CONFERNCE ON MINISTRY 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Shepherd of the Glades Lutheran Church 
6020 Rattlesnake Hammock Road 
Naples, FL 34113 
 
 
Dated material mailed  September 5, 2025 
Please deliver between September 5-9, 2025 
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This Parish Paper is from: 

Shepherd of  the Glades Lutheran Church  
6020 Rattlesnake Hammock Road (Corner of  Santa Barbara Blvd.) 

Naples, FL  34113 
(239) 775.0696  FAX:  (239) 793.2465 

Web Page: http:www.sotgweb.org 
Email:  sotg6020@gmail.com 

 

Sunday Worship Service:  9:30 a.m.  
Office Hours:  Monday - Thursday: 9:30 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.; Friday: 9:30 a.m.- 1:30 p.m. 

 

Pastor Jeff  Ungs, Pastor  [cell phone:  641-529-2479} 
Mary Winsor, Director for Discipleship 
Megan Cianflone, Director of  Music 
Penny Morken, Council President 
Lynn Dickerman, Administrative Assistant to the Pastor 

 
 


