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PASTOR’S PAGES . ..

“Praise the LORD, my soul, all my inmost being, praise His
holy name. Praise the LORD, my soul, and forget not all His
benefits — who forgives all your sins and heals all your
diseases, who redeems your life from the pit and crowns
you with love and compassion.” (Psalm 103: 1-4) November f‘f‘
is the month of Thanksgiving. Shepherd of the Glades will
once again sponsor a traditional midwest Thanksgiving
meal beginning at 1:00 on Thursday the 27th of November.
You are invited to join us! It is hard to enjoy a Thanksgiving
meal when you live alone or your family lives far away. We
want to offer a fun and yummy way to visit with others and
have a wonderful holiday. Come and get to know other
people you may not know and learn about their
Thanksgiving traditions. Itis one way your church family
can, “crown you with love and compassion,”

As | reflect on the holiday called Thanksgiving, there are so many reasons to be
thankful and praise the LORD. | am thankful for the blessing of being called to
Word and Sacrament ministry. | am especially thankful for my call to Shepherd of
the Glades. This congregation is very kind and generous. We just filled two boxes
with underwear and socks for children in need. You will never know who received
them, so let me say “thank you” on their behalf. We also just filled another 100
blessing bags to be distributed to the homeless and needy. With the exception of
those you may choose to give blessing bags to, you will never know what a
difference your generosity made in the life of someone in need. You provided love
and compassion. So again, on their behalf let me say “thank you!” And, we gave
out candy and water that you provided for Trunk or Treat on the 31st! The families
and children that benefited from all the sweets may never set foot in the church, but
you helped people near the church know that we care about our community. So on
behalf of all the stay-puff marshmallow man, princesses, and dinosaur riding
kiddos, thank you! | am so proud of all the ways Shepherd of the Glades makes
Christ known in Word and in deed.

When we look at the many blessings in our lives, it is easy to praise the LORD and
give God thanks. My mother used to remind me that | am too blessed to be
stressed. If you are feeling stressed, count your blessings. If you are having a
hard time naming blessings, remember that you are loved by God. Because of
Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven! That is how much God loves you. And how
many times have you been sick and prayed for healing and God has healed you?
Isn’t it amazing how we take good health for granted until we don’t feel good?
Hopefully we do not do the same with our faith. Hopefully we do not wait for a crisis
before we praise God for the many blessings in our life. And the greatest gift to be
thankful for is the promise that even death has no power over us. Thanks to Jesus,
we have the promise of eternal life. Thatis when we will receive the ultimate
healing. Jesus will redeem you from the pit and crown you with eternal life.
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PASTOR’S PAGES (CONTINVED) ...

So as you fill yourself with great company and wonderful food this year at
Thanksgiving, do not neglect to give thanks for the greatest gift of all. The gift that
keeps on giving! The promise that Jesus loves you and he has blessed you to be a
blessing to others. Have a wonderful, joyful, and blessed Thanksgiving.

+ Pastor Jeff

CARING CONNECTIONS ...

PRAYER LIST
Please keep the following people in your thoughts and prayers:

Rod Barikmo & Family Family of Lois Horky Family of Rev. H. Peter Lyberg
Barbara Carey Janice Family of Bill Marderness
Family of Jan Connell Family of Martha Jepsen Patty Musielak

Kate Connell Nadine Kelly Aloise Olson

Erick Delreal Elouise Larson Vernon Rasmussen

Family of Susie Espersen Patricia Lussky The Swain Family

Family of Gail Fesnak Anita & Nick Lehr Carey Yaros

Colleen Glackin Sandy Lofthouse

Please let us know when someone should be added or removed from the Prayer list.

COUNCIL CORNER ...

SUMMARIZED CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
SEPTEMBER 9, 2025 (Full minutes available at church office.)

Call to order by Vice President, Brad Caulder. A motion to approve the minutes of May
15, 2025, was made, seconded and approved as written.

Pastor’s Report:

Welcome back to all Council members. We welcome our newest members, Tom Dunlop
and Scott Krenz. A special thank you to Scott for a seamless transition from Bob Tid-
more's work as our Council Treasurer. Also thank you to Tom for accepting the invita-
tion to fill the vacancy on Council left by Colleen Hoffman's resignation.

Administrative assistant position

Some updates since our social gathering over the summer. We have not found, nor have
we actively advertised for the part-time position of part-time administrative assistant.
For now, Marcia Schacht has volunteered to answer the phones during the office hours
needed and do some secretarial duties. We would like to hire someone that has some
kind of connection to Shepherd of the Glades and has good computer skills, so if you
know anyone interested in a part-time administration position, please let me know. If we
have no leads by the end of this month, we will begin advertising.

Upcoming Memorial services and death notices

| presided at the prayer service and burial of ashes of Gordon Skrede in Shepherd of the
Glades Memorial Garden on Labor Day (Monday September 1st). Pastor Peter's service
of life and burial of ashes will be held on Saturday, September 27th at 3:00. It would be
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COUNCIL CORNER (CONTINUED) ...

helpful if many Council members are present to honor the life of the founding Pastor of Shepherd
of the Glades. | will need assistance with communion, the A/V system; and the family will have a
meal following the service. We only need to help serve and provide coffee, water, and lemonade.
Please let me know if you can help so | can plan accordingly. A service of life will be held for
Janet Connell on October 25th at 2:00. Janet was a widowed member of Shepherd of the Glades
who was homebound and received regular visits from myself and Mary. Her nearest family
member is in Fort Myers. Update on members no longer living in Naples | received a call from Lois
Horky's son. She is in hospice care. | called and her sister put me on speaker phone so | could
pray with her.

Update on fellowship after worship

Fellowship time following worship has temporarily been paused. We give thanks for the countless
hours that Joanne Hogan and Marlene Grzywinski have given to this ministry. Joanne is no longer
able to drive and now lives at the Arlington in independent living. Marlene had helped Joanne
with fellowship following church, but she had members pick her up for church and take her home
and has resigned from serving coffee and cookies during fellowship time. However, | have had
members say they miss the fellowship time and have requested we continue as soon as possible.
Perhaps if we get more people involved in working on a rotation basis, we can resume this
important ministry soon.

Property-Thank you to Doug and Ron for working hard all summer at maintaining property issues.
The new safety wall by the organ is built and installed. A member has agreed to pay for this
improvement. The new ELCA signs for our entry driveways have also been installed. The timer
for evening lighting in the parking lot is not working again, possibly due to lightning storm. The
light switches in the kitchen in Hanson Hall were not working, so Doug and Ron replaced them.
The air conditioners in Hanson Hall are also not working correctly. We have been using Key to
Cool for repairs.

Bible studies-The Wednesday morning bible study continued through the summer and averaged 8
people. Some join us regularly online for bible study.

Worship and Music Committee-They_reorganized and have resumed meeting regularly to plan
worship services. Grant_Application-We have applied for a Synod grant to host a Dinner Church
in the future. Florida Bahamas Synod Fall Theological Conference-This (A required event for me
to attend) is September 29-October 1. First Call Theological Conference Board-| have agreed to
serve on the First Call Theological Conference board to assist newly ordained Pastors and
Deacons called to serve the Florida Bahamas Synod.

Treasurers Report: August income is more than expenses and less than budget. The Year-to-
date income is less than year-to-date expenses, which was covered by the checking account
balance at year end, temporary loan from the Memorial account, and a transfer of funds from the
investment account. The Investment account increased in value.

New Business: The Church Council took action to update our accounts at Truist. To address this
the The Church Council further directs Scott Krenz, Treasurer, to review and update all roles and
responsibilities related to church bank accounts annually.

Commiittee Reports:

Director for Discipleship - All the Blessing Bags have been given away. We are currently
collecting more supplies. There is designated offering money left over from Lent, as well as from
individuals who have given specifically to the Blessing Bag ministry which will be used to
purchase supplemental supplies. The date we will put them together is still to be determined, but
most likely towards the end of this month or the beginning of October. - | continue to be present
for Sew Sews and weekly Bible studies. - In July, | led a group of volunteers at Grace Place's
annual Back to School Bash, where the backpacks we filled were given away. It was a wonderful
morning, and it was great to get church members more involved, allowing us all to see the full
cycle of backpacks as well as their real impact. | am currently in contact with their volunteer

Page 4 of 12



COUNCIL CORNER (CONTINUED) ...

-coordinator to set a date to bring a group from church for a tour of their campus. With the help
of Pastor Jeff, | applied for a grant on behalf of Shepherd of the Glades through the Florida
Bahamas Synod. This grant would be for a new ministry called Dinner Church. It would be a more
informal type of worship accompanied by a meal and a skit or conversation around the meal. The
synod council meets in November. We should know if we have been awarded the grant before the
new year. | attended a worship planning committee meeting, which was very productive and had
great energy. We discussed new liturgies and hymns, as well as a Worship and Music survey that
| am currently working on. It will be sent out to the congregation to get important feedback
regarding the wants, opinions, and preferences of the congregation.

.Education Report - We continue to offer Sunday School each week, Charlotte Wahlig is our able
& popular teacher & Becky Mc Danel is her assistant. Submitted by Bonny Dery.

Endowment Report - As of July 2025 the balance in this fund has increased. In August $2,500
from the Endowment Fund was given as a college scholarship for Elizabeth Cianflone for the
2025-26 school year. Respectively, Charlotte Wahlig and Gunar Strungs Co-chair.

Evangelism Committee Report - The filled backpacks, donated by the congregation last spring,
were distributed at Grace Place during their Back to School Bash in July. Several church
members attended and volunteered at the event. The Sew-Sew group met once a month during
the summer. The group will be starting full-time in October. Several quilts were completed this
summer. Thank you to everyone for all the donations. Everything received is greatly appreciated
and put to good use.

Local Missions Report - The food pantry continued to be full each month during the summer
months, thanks to the generous and thoughtful donations supplied by our congregation. This
committee would also welcome anyone available to help make these deliveries to St. Mathews
House each month. Please contact the church office to volunteer your assistance. Thank You.
Submitted by Becky McDanel and Pam Bhathena.

Worship and Music Committee - The Committee adapted a new purpose statement. The
Committee's purpose is to oversee, plan, and coordinate congregational worship services,
including music, liturgy, spiritual elements, and the physical aspects of the worship space, to
create an enriching and spiritually fulfilling experience that aligns with the church's vision,
mission, and traditions. Committee members act as a bridge between the congregation and
worship leadership, gather feedback, and handle logistical details like budgets, supplies, and
staffing for worship. Submitted by Brad Caulder.

Property Committee — This committee had a very busy summer, and we are grateful for the hard
work done by Doug and Ron. We have two new ELCA signs at our driveway entrances. The new
safety wall around the organ was built and installed by one of our members, which we are
grateful for this excellent improvement. Also, during the summer 3 of the 4 air conditioners in
Hanson Hall went out along with the lights in the kitchen and our outside lighting. Repairs are
underway. All electrical equipment will need surge protectors. Pastor asked the council to
approve the purchase of three new computers and two surge protectors along with anything else
needed. A motion to approve this purchase was made, seconded, and approved for the
committee to proceed.

Old Business:

Discussion on Canoeing the Mountains — Chapter 7, Navigating the Geography of Reality.

Closing Devotions: Pastor Ungs. Council meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m. Next Meeting: October
14,2025 - 6:00 p.m. Devotions: Becky McDanel

Respectfully submitted:
Pam Bhathena, Council Secretary
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NEWS IN THE SHEEPFOLD ...

If we have missed your birthday or

anniversary, please call the office so we
can update our information and not miss
you next time! YOU are special to us!
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HAPPY NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS TO

November 3
November 7
November 9

November 10

November14
November 15
November 17
November 18
November 23
November 23
November 24
November 25
November 26
November 30

Linda Tidmore
Darlene Momberg
Patricia Cumor

James Green

Helen Rasmussen
Barbara Keith

Gary Ramsey
Marcia Schacht
Clay Baker

Robert Besanceney
Gunar Strungs
Marcie Montgomery
Sharon Eickhoff
Barbara Collins
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NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES. ..

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:

November 2
November 7
November 15
November 24

Beverly & James Green
Lisa & Phil Willman

Sue & Steve Kautz

Shari & Bradley Pressentin

PRAYER CHANGES THINGS ...

Shepherd of the Glades Prayer Warriors
continues year round, if you wish to join or

have a request, please contact the church
office.

FINANCIALLY, HOW ARE WE DOING?. . .

PERIOD: Nine Months Ended October 30, 2025 Difference:
Favorable
Actual Budget (Unfavorable)
Operating Income $258,499 $351,221 ($92,722)
Operating Expense $314,142 $345,768 $31,626
Net Income (Deficit) ($55,643) $5,453 ($61,096)

Income exceeded expenses for the month of October by just over $3,000. Income
also exceeded budget for the month by about the same amount. However, year to
date expenses still exceeded year to date income. The shortfall is funded by our
investments. Thanks to all our faithful givers, especially those who sent extra this
past month to help with the deficit.

Page 6 of 12



IT’S ALMOST ADVENT ...
REVERSE

EACH DAY ADD AN ITEM TO A BOX.
ON CHRISTMAS EVE DONATE THE CONTENTS TO A
FOOD BANK.

December 1 - box of cereal
December 2 - peanut butter
December 3 - stuffing mix
December 4 - boxed potatoes
December 5 - macaroni and cheese
December 6 - canned fruit
December 7 - canned tomatoes
December 8 - canned tuna
December 9 - dessert mix
December 10 - jar of applesauce
December 11 - canned sweet potatoes
December 12 - cranberry sauce
December 13 - canned beans
December 14 - box of crackers
December 15 - package of rice
December 16 - package of oatmeal
December 17 - package pasta
December 18 - spaghetti sauce
December 19 - chicken noodle soup
December 20 - tomato soup
December 21 - can corn
December 22 - can mixed vegetables
December 23 - can carrots
Deg"j'e ber 24 - can green beans

Y P

; PASSIONATEPENNYPINCHER.COM
AL u P

HAPPENINGS AT SOTG . ..

AA GROUPS ...

Mixed AA Group

On Mondays at noon, a mixed AA group meets in Hanson Hall. If you or someone you
know wishes to attend, please contact the office for more information.

e

On Thursdays at 7:00 p.m., a mixed AA group meets in Hanson Hall. If you or someone
you know wishes to attend, please contact the office for more information.

At 10:00 a.m., a women’s AA group meets in Hanson Hall on the 1st and 3rd Friday of
every month. If you or someone you know wishes to attend, please contact the office for
more information.
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HAPPENINGS AT SOTG . ..

j t
mehtfrom our friendsat M

g A mission MO

On Sunday, October 19, 2025, we enjoyed a “Mission
Moment” with Teen Challenge in Fort Myers. Members
of Teen Challenge shared their faith stories. It was
great to hear their testimonies and get to know them
over refreshments after church service.

We have already received a note, thanking us for our
support.

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND ...

Shepherd of the Glades is making plans to provide the “traditional Midwest”
Thanksgiving dinner again this year. This dinner is for anyone in our congregation that
would like to attend, including friends and family. If you are aware of someone that is
alone, or new to the Naples area, please invite them to come for food and fellowship
during this Thanksgiving holiday. The dinner will be served on Thursday, November 27,
2024, at 1:00 p.m. in Hanson Hall. We can use some assistance with food preparation,
serving, and cleaning up. If you would like to help, please contact Kelli Ungs directly at
641-529-0969.

Each Sunday there will be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. If you are planning to attend
the dinner (or bring a guest), please sign the sheet indicating the number of people.

This will allow us to provide an adequate amount of food (and leftovers). We are inviting
those attending to bring a non-perishable food item to the food pantry or make a freewill
donation to offset the cost of the food.

We are excited about providing this special holiday meal. Please plan to come for
fellowship and fun so no one is alone for the holiday.

2026 GOD’S CREATION CALENDARS ...

We have a few 2026 “God’s Creation” scripture calendars left! At $8 each, they make
great Christmas gifts! Proceeds from the calendars will benefit Sunday School You may
purchase them at the church office Monday through Friday.

REMEMBER THOSE IN SERVICE TO THEIR COUNTRY ...

Staff Sergeant Adam Crown

Airman Corey Malinowski

Marine Tom McJilton

Army Sergeant Kendra Stofflet at Ft. Campbell Army Base, KY
Warrant Officer Robert Stofflet at Ft. Campbell Army Base, KY
Lieutenant Sterling Payne, 205 Ming St. Warrensburg, MO
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FROM OUR DIRECTOR FOR DISCIPLESHIP ...

Hello SOTG! Wow! As the weeks go by, more and more of our |
seasonal members have started to return to sunny Naples, and
our pews on Sunday mornings are looking fuller and fuller! It
has been lovely to see many familiar faces again.

One Sunday this past month, | was asked to help out our
neighbors at Christus Victor because they needed someone to
supply-preach. Although writing a sermon and then preaching
it at another church was a little bit daunting, | will say that | had
a good time. Everyone there was very lovely and welcoming,
and provided a warm environment for me to get some good
practice in, and for that | was thankful.

As you all know, as a congregation, we have
been collecting supplies and donations for our
Blessing Bag ministry for the past few months.
We were able to collect so many supplies that *
after church on Reformation Sunday, we put i
them all together in Blessing Bags. That
Sunday, the supplies (comprised of 17 different g
items per bag) were laid out in an assembly line ¥
across three tables outside, and dozens and
dozens of bags were made up. Many people
took bags home, and those that were not taken
will be available in the church narthex for
anyone to take and keep in their cars as they
need them. It was a great success, and | would
like to thank everyone who donated supplies
and offerings to this project, and to the many
hands who worked together to put the bags
together after church.

| hope that through these bags, we are able to help those in need in our
community as we continue to do our best to be the hands and feet of Jesus in
Naples. You never know just how impactful something small like a Blessing Bag,
holding the door open for someone, a prayer, or a smile will be in someone’s life!

Until next month,
Mary
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THRIVENT UPDATES ...

November 2025 Thrivent Events Plus a Look
Ahead!

NOVEMBER 4, 2025 | 1:00 PM ET OR 8:30 PM ET

NOVEMBER 5, 2025 | 9:30 PM ET

Dr. Wade Pfau - “Navigating Decisions for Retirement Success”

Everyone has a unique generosity story, including you. Join Thrivent to
discover the five primary ways each generation expresses generosity. Learn
about the factors that shape and influence generosity and ways to create
impact in your community. Start exploring your retirement options today, so
you can feel confident about the years ahead. Join us for Navigating Decisions
for Retirement Success, an exclusive conversation with Dr. Wade Pfau, where
you’ll learn how mastering retirement income is key to making informed
decisions that help you navigate the important challenges retirees face. This
discussion will help you feel more equipped to make smarter choices for the
years ahead. Don’t just plan for retirement—prepare to live it with confidence.
Join us and explore strategies that are as unique as you are.

*Available on-demand following the live events.

RSVP - https://bit.ly/RetirementSuccess2025

*ALSO, LOOK AHEAD TO DECEMBER MAGIC WITH THRIVENT!

For discounted tickets and special offers for the following December 2025
events & more, go to:
WWW.THRIVENT.COM/MEMBER-NETWORK/SOUTHEAST/EVENTS
Tickets are already available so GET YOURS NOW!

December 03, 2025 | 4:30 PM ET
Parrish, FL | All Aboard the Thrivent North Pole Express
Florida Railroad Museum; 12210 83rd Street East., Parrish, FL 34219

December 13, 2025 | 12:00 PM ET
Jacksonville, FL | Thrivent Afternoon at EIf the Musical
Alhambra Theatre & Dining; 12000 Beach Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32246

December 13, 2025 | 6:00 PM ET

Orlando, FL | Thrivent Night at the Asian Lantern Festival

Central Florida Zoo & Botanical Gardens., 3755 West Seminole Blvd, Sanford,
FL 32771

December 13, 2025 | 6:30 PM ET
Thrivent Night at the Fairchild Botanical Garden!
Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden; Old Cutler Rd., Coral Gables, FL 33156

No products will be sold at our events. For additional disclosures, see Thrivent.com/
social. Contact us at SoutheastTMN@thrivent.com or see what’s happening at
thrivent.com/southeast or at Facebook.com/SoutheastTMN. Questions about
Thrivent? Want to become a member? Call Thrivent Financial Associate David
Contessa at (239) 300-5139.

thrivent
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MONTH AT A GLANCE . ..

GRIEF SUPPORT

SUN Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat

9:00 - 10:00 A.M. SEW-SEW’S 9:00 —10:00 A.M.
ALL SAINTS . ) 7:00 - 8:00 P.M.
SUNDAY BONE BUILDERS  (8:30-11:00 A.M. BONE BUILDERS |\ '\ XxED GROUP

10:00 A.M.
9:30 A,M. LIVE 12 NOON PASTOR JEFF’S
STREAMING IAA MIXED GROUP BIBLE STUDY
WORSHIP
PASTOR ON RETREAT
[TWENTY SECOND  [9:00-10:00 A.M. 8:30-11:00 A.M. 9:00-10:00A.M. I\ o.00pM 10:00-11:30 A.M.
SUNDAY OF BONE BUILDERS  [SEW-SEWS BONE BUILDERS ’ . iy WOMEN’S AA
AA MIXED GROUP
PENTECOST . GROUP
0:30 AM.LIvE  [\2NOON UG PASTOR JEFF'S
; Py AA MIXED GROUP [CCOUNCIL MTG. DEADLINE FOR

STREAMING BIBLE STUDY NEWSLETTER
WORSHIP
TWENTY THIRD 9:00 — 10:00 A.M. 9:00 - 10:00 A.M. 10:00 AM.
SUNDAY OF BONE BUILDERS  [8:30-11:00 A.M. BONE BUILDERS [7:00-8:00 P.M. WOMEN’S BIBLE
PENTECOST SEW-SEWS 10:00 A.M. IAA MIXED GROUP STUDY

12 NOON PASTOR JEFF’S
9:30 A.M. LIVE
STREAMING AA MIXED GROUP BIBLE STUDY
WORSHIP 2:00-3:30 P.M.

23

CHRIST THE KING-

24

25

26

27

[THANKSGIVING

SUNDAY 0:00~10:00 AM.  [8:30-11:00 A.M. DAY!

.50 AV LIVE BONE BUILDERS  [SEW-SEWS roopm

STREAMING 12 NOON THANY

WORSHIP AA MIXED GROUP P
[LYNN ON vacATION

30

FIRST SUNDAY IN
IADVENT

9:30 A.M. LIVE
STREAMING
WORSHIP

—

28

(OFFICE CLOSED

—

29

The office is open Monday - Thursday, 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Friday, 9:30 a.m.
through 1:30 p.m.
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Mary Winsor, Director for Discipleship
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