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PASTOR’S PAGES ...

| laugh whenever | see the cartoon with a picture of a palm frond
lying in the street with the caption, “Fall in Florida.
Breathtaking!” For residents of Florida, there are some
changes in nature in the Fall if you are paying attention, but for
the most part it can be difficult to remember what season it is.
One way you can know what season of the year it is in southern
Florida, is by watching the transport of cars coming from the
North. That indicates itis Fall. Or in the Spring you will see the
transport of cars returning North. In the church, we use the
language of being “in season” when our winter residents begin
arriving. While in Florida during the fall and winter, we see
pictures of trees with brilliant fall foliage and we see pictures of
snow, but the grass continues to be green here and the flowers
continue to bloom. | share all of this common knowledge with
you because | wonder if it is more difficult for churches in the
southern region of our country to recognize not only a change in weather patterns and
seasons, but also changes that are happening in the church.

October is the month that Protestant churches commemorate the Reformation of the
church. The late theologian Phyllis Tickle wrote in her book, “The Great Emergence” that
the church goes through a major reformation about every 500 years. She taught that we
are currently experiencing the next major reformation of the church. The first
reformation was after one century of being persecuted by the Roman government; it
became an expectation that everyone in Rome would become a Christian. Emperor
Constantine was converted to Christianity and there was a golden age for the Christian
faith as Christians were no longer persecuted, and Christians were granted legal status
and even supported by the Roman government. The first “reformation” of Christianity
happened because of political reasons. And centuries later came the second reformation
of the church through the great schism of the western and eastern church. Againitwas a
politically driven change. No longer were Christians unified in their beliefs. Fast forward
several centuries later and the western church became fractured once again during the
Reformation. That was just over 5600 years ago and again it was driven by the protests
against the powerful church of Rome. A rebellion against the Roman church which
centered on a teaching that salvation cannot be bought nor can it be paid for through our
good works. Salvation did not come through the Roman Church, but through Christ
alone. According to Tickle, we now stand at the threshold of another time of major
reforming of the Christian church. Her prophetic statements are happening all around us
if we are willing to recognize the changes.

When | grew up, people joined and were associated with political parties and supported
political platforms that were consistent with the teachings of their church. Now, people
go to churches that support their political beliefs and platforms. Believe it or not, there
have been pastors who have interviewed with congregations who have been asked if they
are a Republican or a Democrat. And pastors who are serving congregations are
accused of becoming political in their preaching. When a preacher shares a message
that is biblically centered but not consistent with the political views of a member, the
member often protests and leaves the church or they lead a charge to get rid of the
pastor. This is a major shift. A change of seasons if you will. As a pastor, | have
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PASTOR’S PAGES (CONTINUVUED) . ..

witnessed this change in the Christian Church over the past 27 years of ministry. When |
became an ELCA Lutheran, it was not because of my political beliefs. It was because |
believed what is central to the last reformation and the teaching of Martin Luther:
Salvation by grace alone, through faith alone in Christ alone. But today, there are many
issues that divide ELCA congregations and Christianity as a whole that are not related to
the core theological teachings of the faith. Should there be contemporary worship or
traditional worship? Should we sing traditional songs or more upbeat and fun songs like
we hear on Christian radio? Should we offer communion at the altar railing by table or
individually? But the biggest issue that divides Christians in the USA today is the question
“Are you conservative or liberal? Are you a Republican or a Democrat?” Phyllis Tickle
predicted that the next great reformation that would divide Christians would be if a
church is politically conservative, moderate, or liberal. Choosing a church would no
longer be about theology, but politics. This trend is disturbing to me because it is what
Luther referred to as “adiaphora” or things that are not related to our salvation. As your
pastor, | will do my very best to preach and teach on the things related to salvation and
not get distracted by current political division. | can promise you that based on my study
of scripture, there will not be a box labeled Democrat or Republican when it comes to
judgement. There will not be a box labeled conservative or liberal that will determine
your salvation. The Lutheran core bible centered teaching remains the same regardless
of a label some want to place on you or on others: Salvation by grace alone, through faith
alone, in Christ alone. We gather together to worship Jesus Christ, our Lord and our
savior. Thatis the reason we gather every Sunday.

As we commemorate the Reformation of the Christian Church, may we as a faith
community remain focused on Christ alone. If the church must reform, may it be
centered on matters of salvation. May the focus of the Christian church remain on love
and care for all people and for one another. May we as the church - conservative and
liberals - continue to sing together as the body of Christ, “A Mighty Fortress is OUR God.”

Have a blessed Reformation Sunday!
+ Pastor Jeff

CARING CONNECTIONS ...

PRAYER LIST
Please keep the following people in your thoughts and prayers:

Rod Barikmo & Family Family of Lois Horky Family of Rev. H. Peter Lyberg
Barbara Carey Janice Family of Bill Marderness
Family of Jan Connell Martha Jepson & Family Patty Musielak

Kate Connell Nadine Kelly Aloise Olson

Erick Delreal Elouise Larson Vernon Rasmussen

Family of Susie Espersen Patricia Lussky The Swain Family

Family of Gail Fesnak Anita & Nick Lehr

Colleen Glackin
Please let us know when someone should be added or removed from the Prayer list.
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NEWS IN THE SHEEPFOLD . ..
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HAPPY OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS TO

October 2
October 6
October 7

October 7

October 10
October 11
October 11
October 12
October 13
October 13
October 20
October 24
October 25
October 25
October 26
October 27

Brad Funk
Charlotte Gulden
Rachael Harvey

Kelli Ungs

Jim Sauer
Tasha Funk
Kathryn Williams
Carolyn Fee
Jane Limpus
Larry Gulden
Bryan Cook
Anita Lehr
Linda Stover
Diana Snover
Dianna Myers
Don Johnson

If we have missed your birthday or
anniversary, please call the office so we
can update our information and not miss
you next time! YOU are special to us!
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OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES...

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:

October 5

October 15
October 18
October 19
October 22
October 30

Scott & Bonnie Kischer
Lynn & Michael Karle
Tom & Sally Moore
Brad & Tasha Funk
Mary & John Sherman
Gloria & Milan Blaho

PRAYER CHANGES THINGS ...

Shepherd of the Glades Prayer Warriors
continues year round, if you wish to join or have a
request, please contact the church office.

FINANCIALLY, HOW ARE WE DOING?. . .

PERIOD: Nine Months Ended September 30, 2025 Difference:
Favorable
Actual Budget (Unfavorable)
Operating Income $229,865 $325,886 ($96,021)
Operating Expense $288,696 $320,258 $31,562
Net Income (Deficit) ($58,831) $ 5,628 ($64,459)

Giving for September was well below budgeted amounts and expenses exceeded
income for the month. Year to date our expenses exceed income, as well, funded
by our investments. Thank you to all our faithful, regular givers!
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FROM OUR DIRECTOR FOR DISCIPLESHIP ...

Hello SOTG! | know | say this in just about every monthly newsletter, but
wow, this month has really flown by! As we settle into our Florida fall
season, | have noticed the slight changes in the weather. We are now deep
into hurricane season, and as a Florida native, | am praying that we are
able to continue this season with little to no major storms.

At the end of September, | had the honor of leading a group tour to Grace
Place (see photos below), where we learned more in-depth about all of the
great work they do, how they do it, and how it is funded. | am hopeful that
as our busy season down here in Florida ramps up, we will be able to
continue to grow our partnership with them through semi-frequent group
volunteering projects and opportunities.
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As many of you know, | took this position in order to explore the potential of pursuing
ministry professionally, and | thank you all for the opportunity to do so. | have had a
great eight months with you so far, and | plan on being here through next summer.
After that, | hope to start seminary in the Fall of 2026. | have been doing my research
on which seminaries | plan on applying to, and feel ready to take these next steps. |
have felt called to seminary for a very long time, and so knowing that it will (hopefully)
be my next step is exciting! | am so grateful for the opportunities | have had here at
Shepherd of the Glades so far, and | look forward to all that we will do together in the
coming months.

Until next month,

Mary

AA GROUPS ...

Mixed AA Group

On Mondays at noon, a mixed AA group meets in Hanson Hall. If you or someone you
know wishes to attend, please contact the office for more information.

On Thursdays at 7:00 p.m., a mixed AA group meets in Hanson Hall. If you or someone
you know wishes to attend, please contact the office for more information.

At 10:00 a.m., a women’s AA group meets in Hanson Hall on the 1st and 3rd Friday of
every month. If you or someone you know wishes to attend, please contact the office for
more information.
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THRIVENT UPDATES ... thrivent

Pumpkin spice is back in style!

HappyOctober!

Pastor Appreciation Day is Sunday, October 12, 2025.
Thank you to all of our pastors and clergy for all you do!

You are invited to join us for these free online events:

OCTOBER 14, 2025|12:30 PM ET & ON DEMAND

Thrivent Market & Economic Update

Are the current markets making you wonder how to best navigate your financial
strategy?

Join us for a livestream of Thrivent’s Market and Economic Update, presented
by Thrivent leaders. Don’t miss the opportunity to hear Thrivent’s perspective
and what the latest trends may mean for you.

*Available on-demand following the live event.

RSVP - https://bit.ly/MarketUpdateOct14

OCTOBER 21, 2025|12:00 PM ET OR 6:30 PM ET

Power of Membership

Come learn who Thrivent is today. Did you know that as a Thrivent member,
you have access to a suite of tools and resources designed to assist you in
living a more content, confident and generous life? From helping you be wise
with money to supporting your desire to live generously, Thrivent is here to
guide you on your journey.

RSVP - https.//bit.ly/MembershipOct21

No products will be sold at our events. For additional disclosures,

see Thrivent.com/social.

Contact us at SoutheastTMN@thrivent.com or see what’s happening at
thrivent.com/southeast or at Facebook.com/SoutheastTMN.

Questions about Thrivent? Want to become a member?

Call Thrivent Financial Associate David Contessa at (239) 300-5139.

REMEMBER THOSE IN SERVICE TO THEIR COUNTRY ...

Staff Sergeant Adam Crown

Airman Corey Malinowski

Marine Tom McJilton

Army Sergeant Kendra Stofflet at Ft. Campbell Army Base, KY
Warrant Officer Robert Stofflet at Ft. Campbell Army Base, KY
Lieutenant Sterling Payne, 205 Ming St. Warrensburg, MO

Page 6 of 8


https://bit.ly/MarketUpdateOct14
https://bit.ly/MembershipOct21
http://thrivent.com/social?fbclid=IwAR1uY3_uviCM3llPoEycjh5xCdgtgcYaUDDLVZdb_SB7rwnLmpta6UASd6k
mailto:SoutheastTMN@thrivent.com

1

9:00 - 10:00 A.M.
BONE BUILDERS

10:00 A.M.
PASTOR JEFF’S
BIBLE STUDY

2

7:00 - 8:00 P.M.
IAA MIXED GROUP

3

10:00—11:30 A.M.
WOMEN’S AA
GROUP

5

SEVENTEENTH
SUNDAY OF
PENTECOST

9:30 A,M. LIVE
STREAMING

|WORSHIP

6

9:00 - 10:00 A.M.
BONE BUILDERS

12 NOON
IAA MIXED GROUP

7

SEW-SEW’S
8:30-11:00 A.M.

8

9:00 - 10:00 A.M.
BONE BUILDERS

10:00 A.M.
PASTOR JEFF’S
BIBLE STUDY

MARY ON VACATION

9

7:00 - 8:00 P.M.
IAA MIXED GROUP

10

NEWSLETTER
MAILING

PASTOR ON VACATION

11

13

9:00 - 10:00 A.M.
BONE BUILDERS

12 NOON
IAA MIXED GROUP

20

9:00-10:00 A.M.
BONE BUILDERS

12 NOON
IAA MIXED GROUP

14

SEW-SEWS
6:00 P.M.

8:30-11:00 A.M.

COUNCIL MTG.

15

9:00 - 10:00 A.M.
BONE BUILDERS

10:00 A.M.
PASTOR JEFF’S
BIBLE STUDY

16

7:00 - 8:00 P.M.

IAA MIXED GROUP

17

WOMEN’S AA
GROUP

DEADLINE FOR

10:00-11:30 A.M.

18

GRIEF SUPPORT

NEWSLETTER
SUBMISSIONS
9:00 - 10:00 A.M. 10:00 A.M
8:30-11:00 A.M. BONE BUILDERS  |7:00-8:00 P.M. WC.)MEN"S‘ BIBLE |[%:00 P.M.JAN
SEW-SEWS 10:00 A.M. AA MIXED GROUP o )y CONNELL
PASTOR JEFF’S CELEBRATION OF
BIBLE STUDY LIFE
2:00-3:30 P.M.

26

REFORMATION
SUNDAY

:30 A.M. LIVE
STREAMING
ORSHIP

UNDY SUNDAY

27

9:00-10:00 A.M.
BONE BUILDERS

12 NOON
IAA MIXED GROUP

28

SEW-SEWS

8:30-11:00 A.M.

29

30

31

NEWSLETTER
MAILING

6:00 P.M. TRUNK
OR TREAT

Please note: On Thursday and Friday the week of October 5th and the whole week
of October 12th, Monday through Friday, the office will be open from 9:30 until 1:30
p.m. Normal hours will resume the week of October 19th.
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This Parish Paper is from:
Shepherd of the Glades Lutheran Church
6020 Rattlesnake Hammock Road (Corner of Santa Barbara Blvd.)
Naples, FL 34113
(239) 775.0696 FAX: (239) 793.2465
Web Page: http:www.sotgweb.org
Email: sotg6020@gmail.com

Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m.
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9:30 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.; Friday: 9:30 a.m.- 1:30 p.m.

Pastor Jeff Ungs, Pastor [cell phone: 641-529-2479}
Mary Winsor, Director for Discipleship

Megan Cianflone, Director of Music

Penny Morken, Council President

Lynn Dickerman, Administrative Assistant to the Pastor



