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PASTO® PAGES

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! What a blessing to

be a part of the ministry of Shepherd of the Glades! Thank
you for your generous Christmas gifts to myself and the

staff, and thank you for your generosity with the giving tree
and food pantry! Your generosity never ceases to please

and surprise me. Just for fun this year, | googled
ogenerosity is a sign ofeéeodo a
sentence. Here i1 s part of t
signals trustworthiness, fosters deeper human connection,
reduces stress (a "helper's high"), and is linked to greater
happiness, purpose, &abelévetheser al
things to be true. Your giving to Shepherd of the Glades
indicates that you trust this church with your financial
support. When we are generous, it fosters deeper human
connection. By giving gifts to families and food to individuals you will never meet,

you acknowledge that every person is a bel
deepens the human connection we have with one another.

Deepening our human connection to one another is a sign that we are listening to

the call of God and following the way of Jesus. God became human in order to

connect with us. Not just some of us, but all people. The birth of Jesus is more

than a sweet story about a baby. It is the story that connects us to eternal life

through our relationship and connection to Jesus. We will find greater happiness,

purpose and overall health when we are connected to God and to one another and

live our life the way we are created to live. The birth of Christ and our connection

to him through our baptism gives our life purpose and meaning. We are called to

deepen our connection to one another and to God. A new year gives us the

opportunity to look at ways to grow healthier and happier and make a resolution to

do better. New Year's resolutions often end in failure because we try to do too

much rather than setting an attainable and realistic goal and working towards that

goal. So how can we grow in our human connection and our connection to God?

First, be sure you begin each day with prayer. If you do not know what to say or

how to pray, simply tell God thank you for another day and ask for guidance and
protection throughout the day. Your prayer
thanksgiving for your meals. Pray whenever you notice a blessing in your life. If

you are not yet attending a bible study, | encourage you to take the time to do so in

the new year. Womends bible study is at 1(
and a weekly Wednesday bible study at 10 AM is available to everyone. If that time
doesndt work for you and you want to parti
know. We will arrange a day and time that works for you or | will help you find a

bible study online that will help you grow in your connection with God and with

others. Prayer, bible study and worship keep us connected to the promise that God

is with us.
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PASTO® PAGES (CONTI NUED) : :

In 2026, Shepherd of the Glades is going to try a new way to connect with our neighbors who may

not attend church. We wi | | be hosting a monthly
invite our neighbors to join us for food, fellowship and faith conversations. | envision it to be a bit

like bible camp ministry or vacation bible school for adults and families. It will not be a traditional

worship service. Dinner church will be more informal and invite more faith conversations around

a meal, including the Lordods supper. Di nner chur
community and share our faith. If this is something you would like to help us with or learn more

about, please talk to Mary or myself. As we begin a new calendar year and a new ministry

outreach, may the Holy Spirit fill us with hope, joy, peace, and love. Happy New Year!

+ Pastor Jeff

CARI NG CONNECTI ONS

PRAYER LIST
Please keep the following people in your thoughts and prayers:

Family of Barb B&obstteen Gl ackinFamily of Rev. H.
Rod Bari kmo & Famamyly of Lois Hamkly of Maril yn
Lily Braumoell er Janice Patty Musi el ak
Brenda Charlestoifamily of MarthAl depse®@l son

Barbara Carey Kai Vernon Rasmussen
Family of Jan CoiNadlihe Kelly Susan Schacht

Kate Connell Family of John Khen3wain Family
Erick Delreal El oui se Larson Carey Yaros
Family of Susie Paperseéem LusskyVictims of Hurric
Family of Gail FAsnak & Nick Lebean Wel ch

Sandy Lofthouse
Please let us know when someone should be added or removed from the Prayer list.

FI NANCI ALLY, HOW ARE .WE. DOI NG?

PERIOD: Twelve Months Ended December 31, 2025

Difference:
Favorable

Actual Budget (Unfavorable)
Operating Income $358,513 $412,471 ($53,958)
Operating Expense $384,379 $412,471 $28,092
Net Income (Deficit) ($25,866) $0 ($25,866)

Income exceeded expenses for the month of December by $9,098 and also exceeded
budget by $7,451. However, year to date expenses still exceeded year to date income by
almost $26,000. The good news is that due to your generous giving, we have not had to
dip into our investments nearly as deeply as originally thought. You have shrunk our
deficit from $58,831at the end of September to $25,866 at present. Thank you to all our
generous givers!
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COUNCI L CORNER . : :

*SHEPHERD OF THE GLADES LUTHERAN CHURCH
November 11, 2025, COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Members in attendance: Pastor Ungs, Penny Morken, President, Brad Caulder, Vice -
President, Pam Bhathena, Secretary, Scott Krenz, Treasurer, Mary Winsor, Charlotte
Wabhlig, , Becky McDanel, Bonny Dery, Sue Kautz, Bill Nicklay, Gunar Strungs, and Tom
Dunlop.

Call to order by President Penny Morken. Devotions by: Gunar Strungs. A motion to
approve the revised minutes of October 14, 2025, was made, seconded and approved as
written.

Pastords Report:

Meetings: *Potential new seasonal and local member conversations *Weekly Staff
meetings; *Worship and Music committee; *Property committee; Regular communication
with Pastor Orlando Ramirez of Iglesia Conexion; *Pastor DJ and Haitian Baptist Church
leaders *Caloosa Conference annual meeting and monthly meetings; *Conversations
about developing a Safety policy committee; *Weekly colleague text study; Pastoral
retreat at bible camp.

* Bible Studies: Weekly 10 AM Wednesday bible study. About 8 -10 people are attending
the Wednesday study but | expect the in  -person number to increase in the near future as
seasonal members return.

*The bible study is available online. The Wo
leading has resumed and had good attendance for their first month back.

Worship - A new member Sunday is scheduled for December 7th during worship.
Attendance has started to pick up with the return of seasonal members. The Music and
Worship committee will meet on the 12th of November to discuss many things. Thank you

to Mary for putting together a Worship survey. If you have not yet filled out one, there are
copies of the survey in the Narthex.

* We continue to need volunteers for altar guild, ushering, and assisting with communion.

If you know of someone that has expressed an interest but has not been contacted please

let me know.

* Pastoral Calls: Congregation home visits/member visits (4) Home bound communions
(4) Hospital/Hospice/clinic/rehab visits (8) * Avow requested a Pastoral visit from a non -
member on Hospice.

* New Business: The annual Thanksgiving Day lunch will be held beginning at 1:00 PM on
Thursday, November 27th. Please help promote this event by inviting people to attend

and help in any way you feel led. It is a free meal that promotes community and is a
wonderful time of fellowship and fun.

* The monthly dinner church grant application is being processed, and we will hear from

the Synod soon. If we receive this grant, we will have a monthly Saturday evening casual
service with a free meal for all who come.

* ACTION STEP ITEMS: Things that need to be done prior to our December council
meeting: Need council to make a motion and set date for December Annual meeting.
Recommended December 14th. Need budget proposal for 2026 to be done 2 weeks prior

to annual December meeting. Nominating committee needs to convene and find 2 new
people to serve on council from 2026  -2029, Synod Assembly voting members for 2026 (2),
and nominating committee for 2026 December annual meeting . Charlotte will be ending
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COUNCI L CORNER (CONTI NUED) :

her second 3 year term and Bonny Dery will also be ending her second 3 year term.
THANK YOU FOR SERVING ON THE CHURCH COUNCIL!! A safety policy committee
to be formed to bring recommendations to council.

* Old Business: Thank you for time away on retreat. Luther Springs bible camp in
Florida is a wonderful place for respite and drawing near to God.

*Thank you to everyone who assisted with our annual Trunk or Treat. We had the
largest number of cars participating and more children than in the past. Boy Scout
Troop 451 also joined us with a trunk display and giving out candy.

Pastor Jeff

Director For Discipleshipbdbs Report:

* Blessing Bags: After receiving substantial donations for another round of Blessing

Bags, | was able to order all of the supplies needed, and then | combined and

organized them with all the donated supplies. On Sunday, October 26th, the

congregation put together the bags, and they are now being passed out to those in

need in our community. We now have a leftover supply of them that | will continue to

keep available (until we run out) in the narthex for people who want to replenish theirs

as they give them away.

*On Sunday, October 19th, | preached at Christus Victor Lutheran in north Naples
because they needed someone to come supply -preach. It was nice to challenge
myself by writing a sermon and preaching for a congregation | had never visited
before. Although it was daunting, | had a good experience. Everyone was very
receptive and welcoming to me, which | was/am very grateful for.

*Last week, I attended Grace Pl aceds annual
churches that support them. A few congregation members went too, and it was a
lovely time. We learned more about how Grace Place is planning on evolving in the
future, and more ways that we can be involved as a congregation and as individuals.

*| made one house visit to a homebound couple, led one bible study, and | continue to

fill in by answering the phone and tasks such as the Usher schedule as we wait to find
someone to fill the secretary/administrative position.

*Vision to Action Grant: Back in August, Pastor Jeff and | applied for a Vision to
Action grant through the Florida Bahamas Synod that would help provide the funding
and structured timeline to start hosting o0Di
were contacted by the synod office and told that our application is now officially
under review. Although we have not been officially given the grant, they have
requested that we mark on our calendars January 10th -11th, 2026, for a required
Vision to Action conference for grant awardees for the coming year. The conference

will be held in Kissimmee and is

required for all organizations that are grant recipients. If awarded the grant, we will

be expected to bring 2 to 3 people, including myself. All expenses, excluding travel,

will be covered by the synod.

Treasurers Report:  October income was more than the expenses. The year -to-date
income is less than expenses, which was covered by the investment account. The
investment account increased. (Financial details may be obtained at the church
office.)
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COUNCI L CORNER (CONTI NUED) :

Committee Reports:

Evangelism Committee 8 will have a Giving Tree again this year. The recipients will be The
Grace Place Literacy Program and designated families from Mike Davis Elementary School.

The tree will be put up November 30 ™.

The Sew -Sew group continues to meet weekly on Tuesdays from 8:30 0 11:00 and volunteers
are always welcome. Thank you to all who continue to donate, everything is very much
appreciated and put to use.

Local Missions Committee continues to supply St. Matthews House with food contributions
from our congregation. This food is a blessing to those in need and is truly appreciated. Thank

you. Submitted by Becky McDanel and Pam Bhathena

Fellowship Committee 0 A veterans recognition will be held on November 9 thCake and coffee
to be served by the Committee following the worship service. - The committee will assist in the
set up of tables as well as decorating Thanksgiving dinner. 0 A tentative date of Sunday,

December 7 ™ is being discussed for our traditional bake sale. Submitted by Sue Kautz
Endowment Fund As of September 30, 2025, the balance in this fund is increased.

Submitted by Charlotte Wahlig

Education Report We continue to offer Sunday School each week, Charlotte Wahlig is our able
and popular teacher and Becky McDanel is her assistant. Submitted by Bonny Dery

A motion to approve the Pastordés Report, Treasur
made for approval, seconded and passed.

New Business:

T Church Emergency Procedures 8 Discussion on forming a committee on safety policies in
the Church. This committee would establish safety guidelines which would be presented to
the council members. A motion was made to approve this committee to establish guidelines
for presentation to council, for approval, seconded and passed.

1 Scheduling of Annual Meeting 8 A motion was made to approve the Annual Congregational
Meeting on December 14, 2025. A special council meeting will be called on December 2 nd
for the purpose of approving the proposed annual budget.

17 Next Meeting: December 2 ™ at 6:00 PM via Zoom for the purpose of approving proposed
annual budget. An email link and the proposed budget will be sent to council prior to the
meeting.

Old Business:

* Paul Todd, Jr. concert is scheduled for December 15, 2025. We will help park cars and
collect the concert tickets at the door.

* Review of current committees, their structure, and assignments were discussed. Other

committees will be formed as need arises by decision of Congregation Council. This will be
updated and presented to council once revised.

Closing Devotions by Pastor Ungs
Next Regular Meeting: December 9, 2025, at 6:00 PM
Devotions by Brad Caulder.

Meeting adjourned at 7:20 pm
Respectfully submitted:

Pam Bhathena
Council Secretary
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GETTI NG TO KNOW YOU

Please warmly welcome our newest members who joined Shepherd of the Glades
on Sunday, December 7, 2025.

Kathie & Arvin Danielson _joined SOTG as Associate
Members by reaffirmation of faith. Their northern
church is Zion Lutheran in Wyoming, IA.

| Their hobbies include woodworking, fishing, gardening,

‘- and golf. Arvin was the Chief Technology Officer for

" Honeywell for 38 years. Kathie has a background in

E horticulture. They have 3 grown children in lowa, 7
grandchildren in lowa and Oregon, and 11 great

| grandchildren in lowa.

Tasha & Brad Funk joined SOTG as Full
Members by reaffirmation of faith.

Both Tasha & Brad are project managers. They
both enjoy scuba diving, golf, and Disney.

Jim & Suzi Geddes joined SOTG as associate
members by reaffirmation of faith.

Jim is a retired businessman and Suzi is a retired
dent al assistant . Ji mds ho
hobbies include sewing, cooking, and crocheting.
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GETTI NG TO KNOW YOU . . .

15,

Fred & Kim Hasse joined SOTG as Associate
Members by reaffirmation of faith.

Fredds background i s as a
Kimds i s as a registered n
are golf, tennis, pickleba

are golf, tennis, and pickleball. They have 2
‘grown sons in Washington and Wisconsin, and
are expecting their first grandson in April of
2026.

Frank & Gail Pacchiarotti  joined SOTG as Associate Members by reaffirmation
of faith.

Mary Winsor_joined SOTG as a full Member by
reaffirmation of faith. Mary is the Director of
Discipleship at SOTG.

Mary is planning to attend seminary in the Fall.

Ginger & Mark Welch joined SOTG as Full Members by letter of transfer from
Bethlehem Lutheran Church in St. Charles, IL and by reaffirmation of faith.
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NEWS

P\ BIR l) \b

HAPPY JANUARY BIRTHDAYS TO...

'\v /'

| N THE

SHEEPFOLD

January 1 Bar b Tommi
January 2 Kat heri ne
January 3 Bradley Pressentin
January 5 Barb Keller
January 7 John Sherman
January 8 Roger Burtchin
January 12 Carl Kelly

January 16 Mary Sherman
January 16 Colleen Strungs
January 17 Maryann Buettner
January 18 Corinne Roscoe
January 18 Sherry Larson
January 18 Abraham Ungs
January 19 Milan Blaho
January 20 Steven Snover, Jr.
January 21 John Yuhaschek
January 23 Ron Eickhoff
January 24 Sally Moore
January 26 Guy Cooper
January 28 Brenad Charleston
January 31 Joan Kelly
HUMOR | S MEDI
0OThe bad news 1is

"May all your troubles last as long as your resolutions."
"A New Year 0s

other."

Cl

resol

|l f we have missed you

anniversary, please ¢

can update our inform

you next ti me! YOU a
90 O niversar,

Cl anf | Om//)/(’r)o/// )

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES...

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:
January 18 Doug & Sue Walck
January 19 Chuck & Betty Teal
January 29 Carl & Joan Kelly
January 31 Bryan & Lori Cook

CHees

%

PRAYER CHANGES THI

Happy New Year from the Prayer Warriors. As
this year begins, we encourage all to take a
moment to connect with our creator daily.

Please contact the office if you wish to join or
have a request for prayer.

A Anonymous
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HAPPENI NGS AT SOTG . : :

Life has been busy the last couple of months at Shepherd of the Glades!
Following are a few of the highlights:

Sunday, December 7th, the Fellowship Committee held their annual bake sale!
Just over $1,100 was raised through the sale of delicious home made goods to
benefit the Grace Place Back Pack Project.

On Sunday, December 14t
annual meeting to approve the 2026 budget,
vote for Synod Assembly representatives, and
vote for new Council members, replacing the
ones whose terms have ended. Retiring from
Council this year are Bonny Dery and Charlotte
Wabhlig. Thank you Bonny & Charlotte for your
diligent efforts helping manage the affairs of
Shepherd of the Glades. Your new Council
members are Sandy Haberman and

Barbara Tommingo.

‘ o\ :\i ; s |
R e
W@u

Sandy Haberman Barbara Tommingo

; ] | Our industrious Fellowship Committee scheduled a clean -up day
| for the Hanson Hall kitchen during December. A couple of the
\:gfg crew are photoed left, Marlene Grzywinski and
. [-mm Doris Marderness.

During the first part of December the Evangelism

Commi ttee organized a 0Gi vi
families from a local elementary school who are not able

to provide a bountiful Christmas for their children.

Thanks to so many generous members at SOTG, these
children were well cared for. A tree in the Narthex was
decorated with ornaments containing information for

each child. Photos follow here and on the next page:
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HAPPENI NGS AT SOTG . : :

Sixty four children received Christmas gifts that they probably otherwise would not
have received thanks to your generosity!

On Sunday, December 21st, a group of people from SOTG gathered after worship
and went across the street to the local nursing home and sang Christmas carols to
residents at Lely Palms Independent Living.
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