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PASTOR’S PAGES ...

We are in the time of the church calendar known as Lent. Those
who have been church nerds all their lives understand that Lent
is a time of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. We do these things
to prepare us for Resurrection Sunday. But | wonder how often k]
we really take the time to unpack our words and really think :
about the season of Lent. For example, if | ask you how long we
observe the season of Lent, you might answer 40 days. But if
you are an outsider and not a church nerd, the math doesn’t
math. If you count the days from Ash Wednesday to Easter
Sunday, it is 46 days! So why do we say Lent is observed for 40
days? And why 46 days and not a Month like some other
religions? The answer is complicated.

We say we are observing the season of Lent for 40 days
because there is much symbolism in the bible that represents
testing, purification, and preparation. Jesus fasted in the wilderness 40 days while being
tested by the devil. Noah and his family were saved from the great flood after it rained for
40 days and 40 nights. Moses was on Mount Sinai with God for 40 days and 40 nights as
he received the 10 commandments. Moses sent spies to Canaan for 40 days and they
confirmed it was the land of milk and honey. Other stories include Goliath taunting Israel
for 40 days before David was called by God to defeat Goliath. The Prophet Jonah warned
the Ninevites that they would be destroyed in 40 days if they did not repent. There are
other biblical stories that utilize 40 days as a time of testing, purification and preparing
for what God is about to accomplish. That is the significance of 40 days of Lent. So why
the extra 6 days? The six Sundays during Lent are not included because Sunday is the
day we celebrate the resurrection! And that is also why we have Sabbath worship on
Sunday rather than the traditional Jewish Sabbath of Saturday.

Now that you know why we say 40 days of Lent when there are actually 46 days, and you
know that we celebrate Lent by fasting, praying and almsgiving, it is time to unpack what
we mean when we say Lent is a time for fasting, praying and almsgiving in preparation for
Easter. Fasting is a discipline of abstaining from eating our normal diet. It doesn’t have
to mean that we eat nothing. We fast to remember the poor who are hungry. We also fast
to appreciate that God provides for our daily bread. We are no longer turned inward, but
outward towards the needs of others and towards God. When we pray, it is not giving
God orders, nor is it simply giving thanks to God. Prayer includes lifting others up who
are in need of God’s mercy and healing. Prayer is also being quiet and listening to God.
Again, prayer turns us towards the needs of others and helps us understand God’s desire
and plan and helps us become more compassionate towards others. Prayer is a selfless
act that recognizes the sovereignty of God and our humanity. And finally Lent is a time
for almsgiving. This is not about your offering to the church. Almsgiving is specific.
Almsgiving is the act of giving money or food to poor people. We have started the
ministry of blessing bags for those we see on the streets who are asking for assistance.
When you give a blessing bag to or help someone who is housing insecure, you are
performing the act of almsgiving.

Regardless of your discipline this Lent, we say that we encourage prayer, fasting and
almsgiving to prepare us for Resurrection Sunday. This is important because it implies
that when we are working on our sanctification (living our faith through our daily
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PASTOR’S PAGES (CONTINUVUED) . ..

actions and words) it helps prepare us for our justification (Salvation through Christ’s
death and resurrection.) We are not saved through our acts of prayer, fasting and
Almsgiving, but these things help us grow closer to the one who gave His life so that we
might have eternal life. When we fast we are doing what Jesus did in order that we might
become more obedient to God and appreciate the many blessings God has given us.
When we pray for others and even on behalf of others we are doing what Jesus did. And
when we give assistance to the poor, the needy, and the forsaken we are doing what
Jesus did. The kingdom of God is near when we do these things, and it helps us prepare
for the celebration of Easter Sunday and the resurrection of Jesus Christ, our Lord and
Savior. Have a blessed Lenten season, and be like Jesus!

+ Pastor Jeff

CARING CONNECTIONS ...

PRAYER LIST
Please keep the following people in your thoughts and prayers:

Bruce Corson Nikki Wykstra Prudy Waters

Lily Braumoeller Manuela Schultz Family of Patty Musielak
Barbara Carey Janice Cheryl Oliver

Chris Carlson Family of Martha Jepsen Aloise Olson

Adele Fuchs Nadine Kelly Anna-Marie Myers

Larry Newman Family of Barbara Gega Family of Ardyne Pickard
Cameron Williams Colleen Glackin Sue Popovich

Family of Ellie Vickie Livingston Family of Vernon Rasmussen
Jim Pisarski Patricia Lussky Susan Schacht

Craig Anita & Nick Lehr The Swain Family

FINANCIALLY, HOW ARE WE DOING?. . .

PERIOD: Two Months Ended February, 2026 Difference:
Favorable
Actual Budget (Unfavorable)
Operating Income $70,752 $118,630 ($47,878)
Operating Expense $65,314 $76,806 $11,492
Net Income (Deficit) $5,438 $41,824 ($36,386)

The very good news is that we are in the black for the first two months of the year.
Expenses are below budget, but we are behind in our income for the year. Thank
you to all our generous and faithful supporters of the mission and ministry of
Shepherd of the Glades Lutheran Church.

Page 3 of 12



COUNCIL CORNER ...

SHEPHERD OF THE GLADES LUTHERAN CHURCH
JANUARY 13, 2025, COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Members in attendance: Pastor Ungs; Penny Morken, President; Brad Caulder, Vice-President;
Pam Bhathena, Secretary; Scott Krenz, Treasurer; Mary Winsor, Director for Discipleship; Becky
McDanel, Council Member; Gunar Strungs, Council Member; Bill Nicklay, Council Member; Tom
Dunlop, Council Member; Sue Kautz, Council Member; Barb Tommingo, Council Member and
Sandy Haberman, Council Member.

Call to order by President Penny Morken
Penny welcomed our new council members, Barb Tommingo and Sandy Haberman, and we all
introduced ourselves. Devotions by: Pastor Ungs

A motion to approve the minutes of December 9, 2025, and the Congregational Meeting Minutes
were made, seconded and approved as written.

Pastor’s Report:

Welcome and thank you to our 2 newest council members- Sandy Haberman and Barb
Tommingo!

Meetings: *SOTG grief support group *Weekly Friday Staff meetings *Weekly Tuesday text study
*Caloosa Conference pastor’s meeting *Stewardship meeting - plan annual stewardship drive *
Fellowship meeting to plan welcome back meal *Regular communication and coordination of
Hanson Hall with Pastor Orlando Camerez of Iglesia Conexion and Pastor DJ of Eglise Baptist
Church. Iglesia Conexion will meet Saturday morning the week we have our welcome back
celebration.

Paul Todd Jr. Christmas Concert: Due to confusion with online ticket sales, the concert only had
20 people in attendance. All who came enjoyed the concert, but | do not recommend we do this
again in the future.

Christmas Caroling after worship on December 21st at Lely was a success. We had many church
members join us and Nikki Wykstra led us around to the various residents.

Bible studies: Weekly 10 AM Wednesday bible study. About 10 people are attending in person
and online. Marcia Schacht continues to lead the women'’s bible study and it is very well
attended.

New Memorial Plaques in memory of Pastor Peter Lyberg have been put up in the memorial
garden. A company called Signerama installed them.

Memorial service for Marilyn Malinowski was held December 13th. Thank you to all who came and
those who helped with the fellowship meal.

Christmas Eve services were well attended. There were 290 in person attendees total with the
bulk of that at the 5:00 service. There were also 103 that joined us online.

Pastoral Calls - December Congregation home visits/member visits (6) Home bound communions
(3) Hospital/clinic/rehab visits (7) Hospice visits (1)

I will be gone January 20-22nd to attend a first call theological education event at the Luther
Springs Bible Camp in Hawthorne Florida. | work with the Synod team to support first call Pastors
and Deacons in the Florida Bahamas Synod. There will also be an opportunity for me to prepare
Lenten themes and sermons during this time. | will be gone on vacation January 28th - February
1. Pastor Doug Wahlberg and Mary will be leading worship on February 1st.

Director for Discipleship’s Report:

- Made 2 house visits - Continue to be a part of weekly Bible studies and Sew Sews meetings. We
have gained one new regular attendee of Sew Sews, which is great - Went Christmas caroling at
Lely assisted living facility with a group of about 10 people. We were able to sing for many people
throughout the facility, which was lovely - Was present for both Christmas Eve services, and both
went well. It was great to experience Christmas Eve here at SOTG - After Christmas, | took some
time off to spend with family and extended family up in north-central Florida, and it was really
nice to have some time post-Advent and Christmas to relax and have quality time with family
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COUNCIL CORNER (CONTINUVUED) . ..

members. Thank you - The Vision to Action Dinner Church grant and program is officially getting
started by way of the first virtual training meeting this Thursday, the 15th. As we learn more and
get to plan more, | will keep the council and the congregation updated. Our grant check from the
FL-Bahamas Synod is in the mail and on its way to us currently - No longer attending the ELCA
Advocacy Days in Tallahassee, as previously discussed last month, due to time constraints this
month - Currently deep into the initial stage of the Candidacy process. | have spent lots of time
filling out and submitting various forms, writing my autobiographical essay, finding references,
ordering transcripts, and going through the multi-step psychological evaluation process -
Blessing Bags have all been distributed and we will be asking the congregation for their
donations to continue making more of the Blessing Bags.

Committee Reports:

Endowment Committee Report:

After several years of service, Chuck Keller has stepped down as Chairperson of the
Endowment Committee; he has asked that | function as Chair. A committee meeting will

be scheduled within the next month for organization and officer election.

Submitted by: Gunar Strungs

Evangelism Report:

The Giving Tree was able to provide 64 gifts to students and their siblings at Mike Davis
Elementary School. Thank you, congregation, for making Christmas happier for so many
children. -New Member Sunday was December 7th and 13 new members were welcomed into the
church. We also had dinner for them on the Friday before the 7t which was a lot of fun.

-The Sew Sew group continues to meet every Tuesday morning from 8:30-11:00am in Hanson
Hall. All interested volunteers can just show up. Thank you for all donations.

Submitted by Becky McDanel

Local Missions Report:

Donations to St. Matthews House during December were outstanding, thanks to the

generous and thoughtful donations supplied by our congregation once again.

Submitted by Pam Bhathena

Fellowship Committee:

- Bake Sale (Dec. 7 and 14) - Collected approx. $1200 + for the back-to-school supplies.

- Welcome Back Lunch January 18 : Still looking for volunteers to help set up, serve and clean
up. - 100+people have signed up to date. Serving fried chicken with two sides and a bread roll,
dessert, coffee, lemonade and water. - Several members will be donating baked goods.

This year Thrivent Financial has sponsored the meal. Submitted by: Sue Kautz

Property Committee:

Lyberg plaques in the memorial garden were put up. Trees are trimmed and they are still
working at getting the mulch placed. There are ongoing repairs being carried out as well.
Submitted by: Bill Nicklay

Treasurers Report:

Decembers income was strong exceeding budget. December expenses remained well managed
and were slightly favorable to budget. This resulted in a December net positive income. For the
full year 2025, income fell short of budget. Full year expenses were well managed and were
favorable to budget. The net was a loss for the year. The shortfall was covered by transfers from
SOTG’s investment accounts. SOTG’s operating investments increased in December. The
endowment fund decreased. The Memorial Fund increased. The increase resulted from a
donation and the repayment of money borrowed to cover operating costs earlier in the year.
The Treasurer pointed out the exemplary job that all involved have done in controlling expenses
during 2025. Submitted by: Scott Krenz

A motion to approve the Pastor’s Report, Treasurer’s Report, and all Committee Reports was
made for approval, seconded and passed.

Page 5 of 12



COUNCIL CORNER (CONTINUED) . ..

New Business:

Discussion and Resolution Regarding Church Investments:

After discussion, the Church Council of Shepherd of the Glades Lutheran Church passed the
following resolution:

* Directed Scott Krenz, Treasurer to take whatever actions are required to establish accounts
for Shepherd of the Glades Lutheran at Vanguard.

* Agreed that Lynn Dickerman, Financial Secretary would be the manager of such accounts

* Directed Scott Krenz, Treasurer and Lynn Dickerman, Financial Secretary to take whatever
actions are required to transfer Shepherd of the Glades Lutheran Church investment funds
currently held by Truist to the newly established Vanguard accounts.

* Directed Scott Krenz, Treasurer and Lynn Dickerman, Financial Secretary to open a savings or
money market account with Truist with an initial balance of $50,000 to serve as immediately
available Church operating funds.

A motion to proceed with the resolutions stated above was made, seconded, and approved.

Election of Executive Committee is as follows: President: Penny Morken; Vice-President: Bill
Nicklay; Secretary: Pam Bhathena and Treasurer: Scott Krenz.

Standing Committees/Council Liaison Assignments were completed.

Devotional sign-ups have been assigned.

Congregational Support for Seminary applicant. Pastor Jeff explained the candidacy process,
which is a very rigorous process for entrance. This is a 4-year process.

The Annual Meeting is scheduled for February 22, 2026, and standing reports are due on
February 2, 2026.

Old Business:
Church Emergency Procedures: Committee will advise Council of their progress on next
meeting.

Closing Devotions: Pastor Ungs

Next meeting: February 10, 2026, 6:00 p.m.
Devotions: Penny Morken

Meeting Adjourned at 7:45 p.m.
Submitted by:
Pam Bhathena, Council Secretary

LAUGHTER IS GOOD MEDICINE ...

What do you call having your grandmother on speed dial?
Instagram!

What do painters do when they’re cold?
They put on another coat!

What do you call cheese that isn’t yours?
Nacho cheese!

If your house is cold this morning, stand in a corner!
It’s 90 degrees there!
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NEWS IN THE SHEEPFOLD . ..
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HAPPY MARCH BIRTHDAYS TO .

March 2 Lillian Hydes
March 2 Scott Krenz
March 8 Sandra Maki
March 9 Rich McDanel
March 10 Ken Drum

March 13 Lorna Gauthier
March 13 Steve Kautz
March 15 Suzi Geddes
March 16 Phil Willman
March 17 Ron Ripke
March 18 Bonny Dery
March 19 Connee Zeman
March 19 Pastor Bob Hoffman
March 19 Linda Zaleznik
March 19 Pastor Jeff Ungs
March 22 Beverly Adams
March 22 Brad Puerner
March 22 Brandan Cowles
March 23 Jim Geddes
March 24 Colleen Hoffman

If we have missed your birthday or
anniversary, please call the office so we
can update our information and not miss
you next time! YOU are special to us!

March 25
March 26
March 26
March 27
March 28
March 30
March 31
March 31

Karen Johnson
Nicholas Lehr
Patrick Roberts
Megan Cianflone
Sue Kautz

Paul Keller

Rod Barikmo
Beverly Green
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MARCH ANNIVERSARIES...

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:

March 14

PRAYER CHANGES THINGS ...

Wow! This first wireless communication is wonderful. We can thankfully report the
prayer requests have been granted in one way or another. God is always listening
and wanting for us to draw closer with our most authentic self. Thank you to all
who pray and those who share their concerns. | have found that the praying for
others encourages a deeper relationship with the Creator. All are welcome to join
in this journey. If interested please contact the office. Thank you to all the prayer

warriors.

Arvid & Marlous Prickett

W

_%

*
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FUTURE HAPPENINGS AT SOTG ...

The Fellowship Committee recently met to plan out activities for this season! So
save these dates:

April 19, 2026 - ‘Til We Meet Again Casserole Brunch after worship

Also to be scheduled are movie events in March. So stay tuned.

HAPPENINGS AT SOTG . ..

Lent began in February with Ash Wednesday on February
18th. Just before Lent began, Shepherd of the Glades
W celebrated our version of Mardi Gras with our annual
j‘&: i Strawberry Sundae Sunday! Many thanks to our
% wonderful Fellowship Committee who met on Saturday to
8 get all the strawberries ready and hosted this event! It
' was enjoyed by all! Lent continues through March with
__. Palm Sunday on March 29th. Come join us for Lenten
N services at 5:30 p.m. each
Wednesday with soup supper
.2 following in Hanson Hall.

8 On Saturday, February 21, John

3 Sherman held a Reunion Concert
at Shepherd of the Glades. with
oldies from the 70s.

AA & NA GROUPS ...

Two Mixed AA Groups meet in Hanson Hall. One holds their meetings at noon on
Mondays and the other meets at 7:30 p.m. on Thursdays.

Women’s AA Group meets in Hanson Hall at 10:00 a.m. on the 1st and 3rd Fridays of
each month.

Narcotics Anonymous (NA) Group meets in Hanson Hall at 9:00 p.m. on Saturdays.

If you or someone you know wishes to attend, please contact the office for more
information.

REMEMBER THOSE IN SERVICE TO THEIR COUNTRY .

Staff Sergeant Adam Crown

Airman Corey Malinowski

Marine Tom McJilton

Army Sergeant Kendra Stofflet at Ft. Campbell Army Base, KY
Warrant Officer Robert Stofflet at Ft. Campbell Army Base, KY
Lieutenant Sterling Payne, 205 Ming St. Warrensburg, MO
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FROM OUR DIRECTOR FOR DISCIPLESHIP ...

Hello SOTG! Happy March!

| hope all of you are well as we enter into our southern Florida
spring season. As | mentioned last month, | submitted all
required materials for my candidacy process through the Florida-
Bahamas synod. As many of you know, | had an interview with
them at the synod office in Tampa, where they asked me many
questions regarding my faith and sense of call in the church. At
the end, they officially granted me a positive entrance decision
before | head off to seminary in August! | have accepted an offer
of admission at Wartburg Theological Seminary in Dubuque, lowa! It's very
exciting because that is where my father and godfather both went to seminary,
as well as Pastor Jeff! As of now, | plan to pursue ministry on the ELCA’s Word
& Service roster, which means that | intend, as of now, to become a deacon in
the church. This is a bit different than your traditional pastors who work almost
exclusively in congregational contexts. Deacons often serve in ways that are
new and innovative, and often in more focused and specialized areas.
Sometimes that does mean working in a congregation—maybe in youth and
family ministry or music ministry. However, it also means working in the church
but outside of the church building. Deacons often find ways to serve
populations who may have never entered a church building before. They are
more focused on the service aspect of professional ministry and find ways to
serve at the intersection of the church and the world. | would like to thank the
congregation for all of your support throughout the past year, and for the
opportunity to serve you all while | discerned my sense of call to ministry. | am
so grateful!

One of the ways that | have been so grateful to serve this year has been through
the Blessing Bag ministry! | have been so glad to see how well you all have
responded to the idea and how great and excited everyone has been in giving
them out to those in need in our community. You all are so generous! Because
of that, we will be putting together another round of Blessing Bags after church
on Sunday, the 15th! If anyone would like to learn how | buy and organize
everything beforehand and help me to do so, | would love that! | hope that the
Blessing Bag ministry is something the congregation continues to do in the
future!

Until next month,
Mary
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THRIVENT . .. thrivent

March 2026
Join us at our March 2026 Thrivent Client and Friends
Appreciation Events!
MARCH 14, 2026 | 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM ET
Thrivent Day at the Central Florida Zoo | Orlando, FL
Central Florida Zoo & Botanical Gardens, 3755 West Seminole Boulevard, Sanford,
FL 32771
Thrivent's members and guests are invited to a special day at the Central Florida
Zoo and Botanical Gardens. Enjoy a fun-filled day with your family while
experiencing everything the Zoo has to offer, including a variety of animals, unique
attractions, and the beautiful botanical gardens throughout the grounds. Your ticket
includes admission to the Zoo, as well as a private lunch in the Safari Room.
Register soon before the event fills up!
RSVP: https://bit.ly/OrlandoZ002026

MARCH 21, 2026 | 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM ET

Thrivent Day at ZooTampa | Tampa, FL

ZooTampa, 1101 W. Sligh Ave, Tampa, FL

Join us for a fun-filled day at ZooTampa, perfect for families, couples, and anyone
who loves spending time outdoors with animals and great company. We’re looking
forward to a relaxed day of exploration, connection, and making memories
together. This event is a great opportunity to enjoy one of Tampa’s most popular
attractions at your own pace. Reserve your spot today!

RSVP: https://bit.ly/ZooTampa2026

MARCH 28, 2026 | 5:00 PM - 9:00 PM ET

Thrivent Night at the Jacksonville Jumbo Shrimp | Jacksonville, FL

VyStar Ballpark, 301 A Philip Randolph Blvd , Jacksonville, FL 32202

Thrivent is excited to host a special night at the Jacksonville Jumbo Shrimp game—
and you’re invited to be part of the excitement. Cheer on the Jumbo Shrimp as they
take the field, connect with fellow Thrivent members, and enjoy a relaxed, family-
friendly atmosphere. Whether you’re a lifelong baseball fan or just looking for a
great night out, this is the perfect opportunity to experience America’s favorite
pastime with great company. Reserve your spot today and bring a friend—let’s
make it a night to remember!

RSVP: https://bit.ly/ShrimpBaseball

No products will be sold at our events. For additional events visit https://bit.ly/
TMNSoutheast

For additional disclosures, see Thrivent.com/social.

We help Christians find financial clarity, enabling lives full of meaning and
gratitude. All are welcome to attend our free virtual events. Feel free to share these
events with your friends and family.

Want to know more about Thrivent? Call Thrivent Financial Associate David
Contessa at (239) 300-5139.
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MONTH AT A GLANCE ...

MARCH, 2026

Keeping
A 41‘0117 Lent

1 SECOND
SUNDAY OF LENT
9:30 A.M. LIVE

STREAMING
WORSHIP

2

9:00-10:00 A.M.
BONE BUILDERS

12 NOON
IAA MIXED GROUP

3

8:30-11:00 A.M.
SEW-SEWS

4

9:00-11:00 A.M.
EMBROIDERY
GROUP
9:00-10:00 A.M.
BONE BUILDERS
10:30 A.M.
PASTOR JEFF’S
BIBLE STUDY

5:30 P.M. LENTEN
SERVICE W/ SOUP

5

7:30-8:30 P.M.
AA MIXED GROUP

6

9:00-11:00 A.M.
WOMEN’S AA
GROUP

7

9:00 P.M. N.A.
GROUP MEETING

8 THirD sunpay (9 10 11 12 13 14
OF LENT ) )
9:00-10:00 A.M. 8:30-11:00 A.M. 9382‘2 gS?Lgéwés 7:30-8:30 P.M. 9:00 P.M. N.A.
30 AM. LIVE BONE BUILDERS  [SEW-SEWS AA MIXED GROUP GROUP MEETING
10:30 A.M.
STREAMING .
WORSHIP li",:,,O,fEND GROUP gggszCHURCH PASTOR JEFF’S
MEETING BIBLE STUDY
5:30 P.M. LENTEN
SERVICE W/ SOUP
FOURTH SUNDAY 9:00-10:00 A.M.
OF LENT 9:00-10:00 A.M. 8:30-11:00 A.M. BONE BUILDERS  [7:30-8:30 P.M. 9:00-11:00 A.M. 9:00 P.M. N.A
BONE BUILDERS  [SEW-SEWS 10:30 A.M AA MIXED GROUP  [WOMEN’S AA 9 FL L NG
:30 A.M. GROUP MEETING
9:30 A.M. LIVE 12 NOON PASTOR JEFF’S GROUP
STREAMING AA MIXED GROUP BIBLE STUDY
WORSHIP P NEWSLETTER
2:00-3:30 P.M.
GRIEF SUPPORT SUBMISSION
DEADLINE
5:30 P.M. LENTEN
SERVICE W/ SOUP
FIFTH SUNDAY OF 9:00-10:00 A.M.
LENT 9:00-10:00 A.M. 8:30-11:00 A.M. BONE BUILDERS  [7:30-8:30 P.M. 10:00 A.M. 9:00 P.M. N.A.
BONE BUILDERS  [SEW-SEWS i AA MIXED GROUP |WOMEN’S BIBLE |GROUP MEETING
10:30 A.M.
9:30 A.M. LIVE , STUDY
PASTOR JEFF’S
STREAMING 12 NOON BIBLE STUDY
WORSHIP AA MIXED GROUP
5:30 P.M. LENTEN
SERVICE W/ SOUP
PALM SUNDAY
0:00-10:00 A.M. 8:30-11:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M. LIVE BONE BUILDERS  [SEW-SEWS
STREAMING
WORSHIP 12 NOON

IAA MIXED GROUP
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