
 
 

 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

May 17, 2026 9:30 a.m. Worship 

 



SHEPHERD OF THE GLADES LUTHERAN CHURCH 

A Lutheran Community of Christian Believers – ELCA 

6020 Rattlesnake Hammock Road, Naples, FL  34113 

Website:  www.sotgweb.org email:  sotg6020@gmail.com 

Telephone:  239-775-0696 Pastor Jeff:  641-529-2479 
 

All Are Welcome! 

All who have come to worship are heartily welcomed.  Let us joyfully open our hearts to God and 

to one another. 

You are encouraged to participate in all that Shepherd of the Glades has to offer and to make 

Shepherd of the Glades your spiritual home. 

If Shepherd of the Glades can be of service to you or if you would like Pastor Jeff to contact you, 

please so indicate on the pew welcome sheet. 
 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

May 17, 2026 9:30 a.m. Worship 
Please stand where indicated by +                                     Congregation is invited to join where indicated by bold type 
 

PRELUDE                 Megan Cianflone, director of music 
   

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

+ THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

P Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 

C Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 

P Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.  Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and 

who is to come.  You lead us beside still waters.  We thank you for the waters of creation:  

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.  We thank you for the waters that nourish us.  Blessed 

are you. 

C You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

P Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys.  We give you 

thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.  We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.  

Blessed are you. 

C You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

P Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.  Break down barriers that divide 

us.  Fill us with the breath of peace.  Blessed are you. 

C You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

P Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation.  

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

+ GATHERING HYMN                                     “God Is Here!”                                    ELW #526 

http://www.sotgweb.org/
mailto:sotg6020@gmail.com


 

A The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

+ KYRIE 

 
 



+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 

A Let us pray. 

C O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand.  

Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn 

into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 1:6-14 
6 When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the time when you will 

restore the kingdom to Israel?”  7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the 

Father has set by his own authority.  8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 

you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.”  9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 

their sight.  10 While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white 

robes stood by them.  11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven?  This 

Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go 

into heaven.” 
12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 

Sabbath day’s journey away.  13 When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where 

they were staying:  Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 

Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James.  14 All these were 

constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of 

Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
 

A The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 (read responsively) 
1 Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered; let those who hate God flee. 
2 As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away; as the wax melts before the fire, so  

let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 
3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; let them also be merry and joyful. 
4 Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who rides the clouds; I Am is that 

name, rejoice before God! 
5 In your holy habitation, O God, you are a father to orphans, defender of widows; 
6 you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into freedom; but the rebels shall live  

in desert places. 
7 O God, when you went forth before your people, when you marched through the wilderness, 
8 the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence of God, the God of Sinai,  

at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
9 You sent a bountiful rain, O God; you restored your inheritance when it languished. 
10 Your people found their home in it; in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for  

the poor. 
32 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; sing praises to the Lord. 
 

 



33 You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens; you send forth your voice,  

your mighty voice. 
34 Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the skies. 
35 How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of Israel, giving strength and power to  

your people!  Blessed be God! 
 

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as 

though something strange were happening to you.  13 But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s 

sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed.  14 If you are 

reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is 

resting on you. 
5:6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due 

time.  7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you.  8 Discipline yourselves; keep alert.  Like 

a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour.  9 Resist him, 

steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the 

same kinds of suffering.  10 And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has 

called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you.  11 To 

him be the power forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

A The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

+ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+ THE HOLY GOSPEL according to:  John 17:1-11 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 After Jesus had spoken these words to his disciples, he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, 

the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority 

over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him.  3 And this is eternal life, that they 

may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.  4 I glorified you on earth by 

finishing the work that you gave me to do.  5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the 

glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 
6 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world.  They were yours, 

and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word.  7 Now they know that everything you have 

given me is from you, 8 for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received 

them and know in truth that I came from you, and they have believed that you sent me.  9 I am asking 

on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom you gave me, 

because they are yours.  10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I have been glorified in 

them.  11 And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you.  Holy 

Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON           Rev. Jeffrey T. Ungs  
 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY                             “Alleluia!  Sing to Jesus”                             ELW #392 
 

+ APOSTLES’ CREED 

A Let us proclaim our trust in the presence and power of God in our lives with the words of the  

Apostles’ Creed. 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy spirit, 

  the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and life everlasting.  Amen. 
 



+ PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray  

for the needs of all creation. 

A brief silence. 
 

A O God, your people sing praises throughout the church.  By your Holy Spirit, inspire musicians, 

deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim the gospel of Jesus.  Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

A Your creative power fills the universe.  Bring favorable weather, nurture plants and animals, 

protect us from natural disasters, and guide us to care for all you have made.  Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

A Your justice is exercised in society by those in authority.  Instill in political leaders, business 

leaders, school administrators, and all who care for others a desire for peace and equity.  Merciful 

God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

P Your compassion and care come through the gifts of medicine and relationships.  Soothe the 

anxious, protect widows and orphans, comfort those living with memory loss and their families, 

and heal the sick especially Anna-Marie Myers, Annie Barikmo, Christopher Holland, Dean 

Welch, Dede Rowe, Eric Gurley, Gary Ramsey, Janet Eichler, John LaBate, Matthew Popp, 

Michelle Hubb, Nick & Anita Lehr, Pastor Bill and Phyllis Stewart, Pat Miller, Patricia Lussky, 

Rodney Heindel, Susan Schacht,  Wayne Cokes and all those affected by Lake County flooding.  

Comfort the family and friends of Merlyn Bowers.  Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

A Your love radiates from communities gathered in your name.  Bless those experiencing 

significant transitions in life such as graduation, retirement, new employment, and accompany 

us in our prayers during these times.  Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

P Rejoice with us as we recognize the birthdays of our friends Betty Baker, Gary Salisbury,  

 Lynn Karle and Marlene Grzywinski.  Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

A O God, your promise of eternal life is certain and sure.  Inspire us by the steadfast faith of those 

who have gone before us, so that we may be confident in the assurances you give.  Merciful 

God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

P God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all  

the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

C Amen. 
 

+ SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

P The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 



+ OFFERTORY 

We give an offering to show thanks for God’s blessings, and to support the 

ministries of God’s Church, near and far.  Offering collection plates are 

available upon entry to the sanctuary before worship or as you leave after its 

conclusion.  To give electronically, just scan this code with your phone or visit 

our website:  www.sotgweb.org. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P Let us pray. 

C Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.  You have set a 

table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more.  

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us 

and bless the world you love.  In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love you sent 

to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the 

poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for 

the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and the blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor 

and glory, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

+ THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung) 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

All are invited and welcome to come forward to partake of the sacrament of Holy Communion.  

If you would like communion brought to you in your pew, please notify an usher.  For your safety and 

convenience, you will have a choice of coming to the altar rail or taking communion in your pew in an 

individually sealed container. 

If, for any reason, you are not comfortable receiving communion, but would like to receive a 

blessing, please come forward and cross your arms, indicating you wish to receive a blessing. 

The Eucharist is celebrated by intinction.  Our Altar Guild at all communion services offers grape 

juice (lighter color), as well as wine (darker color), for intinction, the dipping of the wafer into the wine 
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or juice.  One chalice will hold both wine and grape juice.  Note:  Gluten free wafers are offered, as well, 

in the Narthex or as you come forward. 

Come to the table of new life.  Receive the risen Lord. 
 

+ PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all things  

new.  Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your 

healing to the nations.  In the name of Jesus, 

C Amen. 
 

+ THE BLESSING 

P God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, and the 

Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

+ SENDING HYMN                                       “Thine the Amen”                                      ELW #826 
 

+ DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace.  Praise the Lord.  Alleluia! 

C Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 
 

MINISTRIES FOR TODAY 

Ushers: Laurie Sullivan, Jackie Masterson and Ron & Barb Modjeska 

Lector: Sandy Lacefield 

Communion Assistants: Mary Winsor and Ron & Barb Modjeska 

Altar Guild: Donia Mrozek 

A/V Technicians: Abraham Ungs and Kelli Ungs 

 

The altar flowers are given by Heidi & Mike Dziubla in celebration of the birthdays of their niece, 

Lauren and grandson, Matthew. 
 

ONGOING WEEKLY HAPPENINGS 
 

Mondays 9:00 a.m. Bone Builders in Hanson Hall 

  Noon  AA Group in Hanson Hall 
 

Tuesdays 8:30 a.m. Sew Sews in Hanson Hall – meeting ONLY on the 2nd Tuesday of each  

month during the summer 
 

Wednesdays 9:00 a.m. Bone Builders in Hanson Hall 

  10:30 a.m. Bible Study in Hanson Hall 
 

Thursdays 7:30 p.m. AA Group in Hanson Hall 
 

Saturdays 9:00 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous Group in Hanson Hall 
 

Sundays 9:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary and Online – service is live-streamed on YouTube  

or can be accessed on our website, www.sotgweb.org. 
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LOOKING AHEAD 
 

May 25   MEMORIAL DAY – church office is closed 
 

May 30 5:00 p.m. Dinner Church 
 

June 10 2:00 p.m. Grief Support Group 
 

Pastor Jeff will be out of the office June 2nd to 6th for the Florida-Bahamas Synod Assembly in 

Kissimmee. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

VOLUNTEER NEEDED to help with Newsletter mailing Friday following the last Sunday of each 

month.  Call the church office if you can help. 
 

If you or someone you know is hospitalized and would like a visit from Pastor Jeff, please call 

the church office.  Local hospitals do not notify churches when one of their congregants is 

admitted. 

THANK YOU 

As chair of the Fellowship Committee I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the 

committee members, as well as all the members of the congregation, that have supported the 

committee events throughout the season 2025-2026. 

We are a successful church because of everyone’s contributions to these events and this 

contribution may look different for some of us.  But without our cooks, bakers, soup makers, 

event set ups and clean up, weekly donuts and fellowship coffee, to name a few, we would not 

be able to offer such important fellowship. 

Some events are happy and some are sad but we are able to organize events because of 

all of you who volunteer so generously.  On behalf of the Committee and from the bottom of my 

heart, I wish you all a great summer, wherever you may be and until we meet again have a safe 

and healthy time. 

Cordially 

Lynne 
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