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PASTOR’S PAGES . ..

Happy 4th of July! | hope your celebration of our nation’s
250th birthday is fun and safe. Celebrations are an
important part of our life’s journey. In June, John Sherman,
Mary Stegner, Mary Winsor, and | were all present at our
annual Florida-Bahamas Synod Assembly celebration.

Each day was filled with wonderful and uplifting worship
and workshops. John and Mary got the opportunity to visit
with and to get to know Bishop Pedro Suarez during a
reception party one evening. Some people may think the
Synod Assembly is just a boring meeting of the church, but
they would be mistaken. There are business sessions
where members of congregations throughout Florida and
the Bahamas vote on resolutions, but that is only a small
part of what happens at Synod assembly. As a church that
is part of the Florida-Bahamas Synod and the ELCA, we have much to celebrate!

Shepherd of the Glades was recognized by
the Bishop as a “superstar” congregation for
mission support. There were many other
superstar and “all star” congregations
present at the assembly and each one was
recognized and thanked for mission support
giving. All star congregations were the
congregations that gave what they pledged in
mission support. Superstar congregations
gave more mission support than pledged. We
heard many wonderful stories of how mission
support is being used to grow the kingdom of
God. One story of success is that the Florida-Bahamas Synod currently has 35
people who are a part of the candidacy process for ministry. There are 65 Synods
in the ELCA, and your Synod has one of the highest number of candidates for
ordained ministry! There are 35 people from our Synod attending Seminary! Some
will become ordained to Word and Sacrament ministry, and some will be ordained
to Word and Service ministry. Some will discern that they are not called to serve
the church in an ordained capacity. :
The candidacy process walks with
those who are entering seminary
until they are either ordained or
leave seminary. It is exciting to have -
35 candidates for ordained ministry B
in our Synod, and we should <
celebrate. Mary Winsor is now
entranced and a part of the
candidacy process!
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PASTOR’S PAGES (CONTINVED) ...

Some other exciting celebrations were the installation of the Summer Camp staff at
Luther Springs bible camp, Lutheran Services of Florida sharing their ministry, and
a new start up ministry becoming a congregation in our Synod. During one of the
worship times, we installed the summer camp staff at Luther Springs. | counted 25
new staff members plus the administrators. All of the summer staff were young,
and were very excited to serve the church and share Jesus with others. The image
of an old and dying church is not reflective of what we witnessed at assembly. We
heard stories about how bible camps continue to grow and serve families and youth
with faith development. Luther Springs is part of the Lutheran Outdoor Ministries
and they are located near Hawthorn Florida. Let me know if you want to visit some
time! When Lutheran Services spoke, we learned that one in five families is
somehow assisted with Lutheran Services of Florida (LSF). Itis wonderful to know
the church is making such a positive and helpful impact on so many families. We
have a Lutheran Services of Florida office just a few blocks from the church. If you
want to learn more about LSF, please let me know, and we will visit their office. The
new mission start church in Florida that was welcomed as a full fledged
congregation of the ELCA is located in a brewery! The Hearth brewing community
meets every Sunday for worship and Wednesdays with Brewing at The Falcon Bar
and Gallery in Orlando, Florida. They have reached many people that traditional
churches would have never seen.

It is easy to forget just how many wonderful things continue to happen in the church
even in the slower months of summer. Thanks to God and the Good News of Jesus,
we have much to celebrate in our journey in life. Thank you for being part of a
church community known as Shepherd of the Glades Lutheran Church, ELCA.
Thank you for your support of the ministry we share. Have a blessed and safe
summer.

+ Pastor Jeff
CARING CONNECTIONS ...

PRAYER LIST

Please keep the following people in your thoughts and prayers:

Family of Beverly Adams Michelle Hubb Family of Vernon Rasmussen
Annie Nadine Kelly Renee

Family & friends of Merlyn Bowers John LaBate Fred & Loretta Ruff

Wayne Cokes Lake County Flood Victims  Linda & Gary Salisbury

Family of Ellie Anita & Nick Lehr Susan Schacht

Family of Barbara Gega Patricia Lussky Venezuelan earth quake victims
Ana Maria Gilliam Family of Patty Musielak Doug Walck

Family of Joanne Hogan Matthew Popp Dean Welch

Family of Nikki Wykstra
Please let us know when someone should be added or removed from the Prayer list.
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COUNCIL CORNER ...

SHEPHERD OF THE GLADES LUTHERAN CHURCH
MAY 12, 2026, COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES (Unofficial)

Members in attendance: Pastor Ungs; Penny Morken, President; Bill Nicklay, Vice-President; Pam
Bhathena, Council Secretary; Scott Krenz, Treasurer; Mary Winsor, Director for Discipleship;
and Sandra Haberman, Sue Kautz, Becky McDanel, and Barbara Tommingo, Council Members.
Absent: Tom Dunlop and Gunar Strungs, Council Members

Call to order by President Penny Morken. Devotions: Pam Bhathena, Council Secretary
A motion to approve the minutes of April 14, 2026 was made, seconded and approved.

Pastor’s Report:

Meetings: -Weekly Staff meetings; Property committee (Air conditioners Hanson Hall) Regular
communication with Pastor Orlando Ramirez of Iglesia Conexion; Pastor DJ and Haitian Baptist
Church leaders; Bone builders gift presentation; Dinner Church; Caloosa Conference; Merlyn
Bowers and Joanne Hogan memorial arrangements; Until we meet again Fellowship planning and
funeral dinners.

Bible Studies -Weekly 10:30 AM Wednesday bible study. Women'’s bible study will continue until
attendance is too small. Weekly Sunday school will continue throughout the year during worship.
Grief Support group -Marcia Schacht, Lynn Dickerman and | continue a small group grief support
ministry each month. We have now opened this support group for anyone to attend.

Pastoral Calls -Congregation home visitsimember visits (4) Home bound communions
(5) Hospital/Hospicel/clinic/rehab visits (6).

Memorial services -Virginia “Ginger” Jones April 25", Merlyn Bowers May 9'", Upcoming - Joanne
Hogan, May 16". Thank you to everyone who has assisted with setting up for the memorial
services and the fellowship hall.

Pastoral Business- Synod Assembly

Synod assembly is June 4th - 6th in Orlando. John and Mary Sherman and Mary Winsor will be our
voting members. | will also be away June 2nd-4th for the Synod First Call theological education
support team as a teacher and mentor. First call Pastors and Deacons are required to attend
classes their first three years in a call. This is in addition to their other requirements.

Pastor’s time away -Synod assembly is June 4th-6th. Since | have to be at the Synod Assembly on
the 2nd, | will not be available June 2nd-6th. | will be back to preach and preside on the 7th and
14th. | will be available via my cell phone for emergencies. | will be taking vacation time June 15th
-25th. Mary will be available as an initial contact for emergencies. | will also be taking vacation
time August 6th -10th for the Baptism of a Grandson.

A/V update -The installation of two cameras, additional microphones that will pick up the
congregation responses and singing, and new Bluetooth hearing aid devices are being installed
May 12-15th. | have been seeking volunteers to train in the A/V room when Abraham and Kelli are
not available. If you or anyone you know might be interested, please let me know.

Fire alarm system monitoring -The company we currently have monitoring the church for fire
emergencies has not inspected nor communicated with us nor have they done an inspection for a
year and a half. | am recommending we switch to CINTAS for all our fire protection.

Director of Discipleship Report:

-We hosted our first Dinner Church. It went very well with 27 people in attendance, including
volunteers. We had attendees from 3 different circles, including: AA groups, Bone Builders, and
St. Peter’s Catholic Church. The evening went smoothly and according to schedule. Everyone
was fed well and able to take leftovers home with them. The “Jesus story” time and skit was a
success and fostered great and meaningful conversations at all the tables. Attendees expressed
their gratitude for the evening and said they look forward to coming back. Some already had
plans to invite people they know next month. Our meal for next month is already planned, and the
volunteer who will cook is confirmed. The Jesus story and questions have yet to be determined.
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COUNCIL CORNER (CONTINUED) ...

| will continue to reach out to community organizations with the hope of reaching more people.
We continue to look for more volunteers to help plan, organize, and lead as the ministry
continues to evolve. We had our third and final coaching meeting for Dinner Church, wrapping
up the required training/coaching sessions as determined by the grant agreement. Our first
report to the synod on how the ministry is going is due at the beginning of June. - Took quilts
from Sew Sews to St. Matthew’s House. The other half will be taken to the women’s shelter in the
coming weeks. The total for this year was 54. - Continue to schedule the ushers and communion
assistants for each Sunday. - Continue to attend weekly Bible studies and Sew Sews meetings. -
Pastor Jeff and | have decided that on Sunday, June 21st, | will preach while he is away for
vacation time. - During service on Sunday, June 28th, the Endowment Committee will officially
award me the grant money that | will use for seminary expenses.

Treasurers Report: April's financial results were roughly in line with budget. Offerings through
the first four months were in line with prior year. Year to date, we are behind budget as a result
of revenue being consistent with prior year while expenses have increased modestly as a result
of overall inflation. The Church’s reserve funds have continued to benefit from a robust
investment market. The Church remains on a firm financial foundation. Submitted by Scott Krenz

Committee Reports:

Education Committee:

Pastor Jeff continues with his Bible Study on Wednesday morning. Women's Bible Study is held
on the 4th Friday of every month. Marcia Schacht teaches this class.

Sunday School is available to all children during Sunday Worship service. The lessons are
taught by Charlotte Wahlig. Submitted by Becky McDanel

Fellowship: "Till We Meet Again brunch” was held in April. Served appropriately 65 people,
collected approximately $200 in free will. Submitted Sue Kautz

Sew-Sews: The Sew-Sew group completed 54 quilts, exceeding our number of 47 from last year.
They will be delivered to the Women's Shelter and St. Matthew's House. The group will now meet
once a month from June through September, with dates being determined by the availability of
members. They will start back up full time in mid-October. Thank you for all donations.

Submitted by Becky McDanel

Local Mission: Donations to St. Matthews House during the month of April continued to be
generous by the congregation. Thank you to all that contributed. Submitted by Pam Bhathena.
Endowment Committee: Approval of the grant requests (scholarships) for Elizabeth Cianflone
and Mary Winsor have been submitted to Church Council for final approval. We have also
tentatively approved an anticipated grant request from Luther Springs Bible Camp (Florida),
which is still pending final submission of a grant request form. That request can be brought to
Council for approval at this time as well, or pending until the paperwork is received, depending
on the Council’s preference. Submitted by Penny Morken for Gunar Strungs

Property Committee: The sprinkler system on North side of Hansen Hall is not working. The
committee will work on installing/repairing the sprinkler system. Submitted by Bill Nicklay.
Worship & Music: Members of the congregation have expressed their appreciation of the special
music provided by this committee. Many thanks to Megan Cianflone, Director of Music, for
organizing the music for our Sunday services. Submitted by Barb Tommingo.

Evangelism Report: Grace Place: We have 75 backpacks ready for Grace Place to pick

up. Penny has sent Grace Place an email notifying them. Pickup from the church will be
between June 29 and July 10. | have agreed to be the point person along with Becky McDanel’s
help. We will have a sighup sheet for anyone wanting to participate in the festivities at Grace
Place. There is $1,000 left in the budget to purchase backpacks which typically go on sale in the
fall. | recommend that the team continue with this project in the coming year. Blessing Bags:
There are 120 Blessing Bags that should be distributed before October due to expiration dates
on the food items. We will discuss whether this project should continue after the supply is
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COUNCIL CORNER (CONTINUED) . . .

depleted. Submitted by Sandy Haberman

A motion to approve the Pastor’s Report, Treasurer’s Report, and all Committee
Reports was made for approval, seconded and passed.

New Business: The Executive Committee, which includes Penny Morken, Council
President; Bill Nicklay, Vice President; Pam Bhathena, Secretary; and Scott Krenz,
Treasurer, met with Pastor Jeff to discuss the needs of the Church when Mary
Winsor completes her time at our church on June 28, 2026. Various options were
discussed with the Council Members. Further discussions with the Executive
Committee will continue over the next few weeks.

Next Meeting: September 8, 2026 — 6:00 p.m.
Devotions: Becky McDanel

Meeting Adjourned: 7:30 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted: Pam Bhathena, Council Secretary

AA & NA GROUPS ...

Two Mixed AA Groups meet in Hanson Hall. One holds their meetings at noon on
Mondays and the other meets at 7:30 p.m. on Thursdays.

Women’s AA Group meets in Hanson Hall at 10:00 a.m. on the 1st and 3rd Fridays
of each month.

Narcotics Anonymous (NA) Group meets in Hanson Hall at 8:00 p.m. on Saturdays.

If you or someone you know wishes to attend, please contact the office for more
information.

REMEMBER THOSE IN SERVICE TO THEIR COUNTRY ...

Staff Sergeant Adam Crown

Airman Corey Malinowski

Marine Tom McJilton

Army Sergeant Kendra Stofflet at Ft. Campbell Army Base, KY
Warrant Officer Robert Stofflet at Ft. Campbell Army Base, KY
Lieutenant Sterling Payne, 205 Ming St. Warrensburg, MO

HUMOR IS MEDICINE FOR THE SOUL ...

Q: How is a person who never gets sick like the United States of America?
A: They both have great constitutions

Q: Why shouldn’t there be knock-knock jokes on the 4th of July?
A: Because freedom rings.

Q: What did the colonists wear to the Boston Tea Party?
A: Tea-shirts!

Page 6 of 12



THRIVENT . .. thrivent

Happy Summer To All!!
See our Thrivent Events for July 2026

At Thrivent, we believe money is a tool, not a goal. We’ve inspired generations to
make financial choices guided by their Christian values. We provide the expertise
and support that enables our clients to take care of themselves and others.

Thrivent Member Network events are open to everyone, including non-clients.
Check back often, as new events are always being added. We offer financial
education workshops, keynote speaker events, socials, generosity projects and
more. Check out our events page at www.thrivent.com/member-network/southeast/
events. Here are some highlights for July:

JULY 14, 2026 | 12:30 PM & 8:30 PM ET

July Market and Economic Update presented by Thrivent

Are the current markets making you wonder how to best navigate your financial
strategy? Join us for a livestream of Thrivent’s Market and Economic Update,
presented by Thrivent leaders. Don’t miss the opportunity to hear Thrivent’s
perspective and what the latest trends may mean for you. Register below to attend
the event or receive a recording. No products will be sold.

Available on-demand following the event.

RSVP: https://bit.ly/EconomicUpdateJuly

JULY 18, 2026 | 12:00 PM ET

Thrivent Day at Six Flags Over Georgia | Atlanta, GA

Six Flags Over Georgia, 275 Riverside Pkwy, Austell, GA 30168

Join Thrivent for a fun and energetic day, featuring food, connection, and time to
enjoy one of the region’s premier amusement parks. Come connect with fellow
Thrivent members and guests while enjoying a shared meal and learning a bit more
about Thrivent before heading out to explore the park and all it has to offer. Space is
limited — register early and invite your guests to join you for a fun day of connection
and adventure!

RSVP: https://bit.ly/6FlagsJuly

No products will be sold at our events. For additional disclosures, see Thrivent.com/
social.

We help Christians find financial clarity, enabling lives full of meaning and gratitude.
All are welcome to attend our free virtual events. Feel free to share these events
with your friends and family.

Want to know more about Thrivent? Call Thrivent Financial Associate David
Contessa at

(239) 300-5139.
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NEWS IN THE SHEEPFOLD ...
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If we have missed your birthday or
anniversary, please call the office so we can
update our information and not miss you next

time! YOU are special to us!

HAPPY JULY/AUGUST BIRTHDAYS TO...

July 4

July 5

July 6

July 7

July 9

July 12
July 15
July 16
July 18
July 19
July 19
July 20
July 20
July 20
July 21
July 21
July 21
July 22
July 23

July 23

July 25
July 31
August 2
August 4
August 4
August 4

Nancy Larrabee
Michele Sova

Heidi Dziubla
Doug Walck
Roland Cumor
Lee Collins
James Bernabei
Ken Oberst
Chuck Keller
Randy Kuzel
Grayson Brown
Andrea Tack
Dorothy Hintzman
Lisa Douglass
Adele Boehle
Cadence Snover
Jocelyn Snover
Sue Walck
William Masterson

Diana Cowles

Pat Spanitz
William Nicklay
Renna Knotek
Jay Berthe
Beverly Spees
Charlee Brown

August 6
August 8
August 8
August 8
August 10
August 10
August 10
August 16
August 17
August 19
August 21
August 21
August 22
August 23
August 23
August 24
August 26
August 28
August 29
August 29
August 29
August 30
August 31

Tom Moore

Ron Modjeska
David Willits
Deborah Moeser
Phil Willman
Steve Snover
Mary Winsor
John Jordan
Elouise Larson
Lynn Dickerman
Laurie Sullivan
Scott Kischer
Betty Sauer

Bob Saaranen
Lori Bernabei
Arvin Danielson
Carole Michel
Bruce Boardman
Nancy Bullock
Deanna Colbert
Jenna Snover
Christine Willits
Charlotte Wahlig
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NEWS IN THE SHEEPFOLD . ..
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JULY/AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES...
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:

July 18  Ginger & Mark Welch August4 Yerry & Virginia Madison
July 19  James & Lori Bernabei August 11 Doc & Sandy Lofthouse

July 19  Pam & Jamshed Bhathena August 14 Jane & Ron Limpus

July 27 Pastor Jeff & KelliUngs ~ August 18 Chuck & Barb Keller

July 30  Paul & Beverly Smith August 20 Tom & Vicki Dunlop

July 31 Dave & Elouise Larson August 29 Brenda & William Charleston
August 2 Heidi & Michael Dziubla August 31 Suzi & Jim Geddes

PRAYER CHANGES THINGS ...

Wow! This first wireless communication is wonderful. We can thankfully report the
prayer requests have been granted in one way or another. God is always listening
and wanting for us to draw closer with our most authentic self. Thank you to all who
pray and those who share their concerns. | have found that the praying for others
encourages a deeper relationship with the Creator. All are welcome to join in this
journey. If interested please contact the office. Thank you to all the prayer
warriors.

FINANCIALLY, HOW ARE WE DOING?. . .

PERIOD: Six Months Ended June, 2026 Difference:
Favorable
Actual Budget (Unfavorable)
Operating Income $168,485 $216,635 ($48,150)
Operating Expense $210,694 $201,052 ($9,642)
Net Income (Deficit) ($42,209) $15,583 ($57,792)

This month our property and liability insurance for the year came due. We have also had
some additional air conditioning repairs. As a result, we have had to withdraw $11,500
from our investments to cover expenses. Thank you to all our regular givers.
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MONTH AT A GLANCE

JULY, 2026

SUN

9:00-10:00 A.M.
BONE BUILDERS

10:30 A.M.
PASTOR JEFF’S
BIBLE STUDY

7:30-8:30 P.M.
IAA MIXED GROUP

* K *

u“ INDEPENDENCE DAY

e HAPPY 4th OF JULY

9:00-11:00 A.M.

WOMEN’S AA
GROUP

9:00 A.M.
NEWSLETTER
MAILING

4

FOURTH OF JULY
INDEPENDENCE
DAY!

8:00 P.M. N.A.
GROUP MEETING

5 sixtH 6 7 8 9 10 11

SUNDAY OF

PENTECOST 9:00-10:00 A.M.  |NO SEW-SEWS 9B.002l-E1 g'S?ng'és 7:30-8:30 P.M. glgoosilwﬁn:i?fme
BONE BUILDERS AA MIXED GROUP

9:30 A.M. LIVE 10:30 A.M.

STREAMING 12 NOON PASTOR JEFF’S

WORSHIP IAA MIXED GROUP BIBLE STUDY

12 seventn (13 14 15 16 17 18

SUNDAY OF 9:00-10:00 A.M.

PENTECOST 9:00-10:00 A.M. 8:30-11:00 A.M. BONE BUILDERS  [7:30-8:30 P.M. 9:00-11:00 A.M. 8:00 P.M. N.A.
BONE BUILDERS  |[SEW-SEWS AA MIXED GROUP |WOMEN’S AA GROUP MEETING

9:30 A.M. LIVE 10:30 A.M. GROUP

STREAMING 12 NOON PASTOR JEFF’S

\WORSHIP AA MIXED GROUP BIBLE STUDY

1 9 EIGHTH

SUNDAY OF
PENTECOST

9:30 A.M. LIVE
STREAMING
WORSHIP

20

9:00-10:00 A.M.
BONE BUILDERS

12 NOON
IAA MIXED GROUP

21

NO SEW-SEWS

22

9:00-10:00 A.M.
BONE BUILDERS

10:30 A.M.
PASTOR JEFF’S
BIBLE STUDY

2:00-3:30 P.M.
GRIEF SUPPORT

23

7:30-8:30 P.M.
IAA MIXED GROUP

24

25

5:00 P.M. DINNER
CHURCH

8:00 P.M. N.A.
GROUP MEETING

26 NINTH

SUNDAY OF
PENTECOST

9:30 A.M. LIVE
STREAMING
WORSHIP

27

9:00-10:00 A.M.
BONE BUILDERS

12 NOON
IAA MIXED GROUP

28

NO SEW-SEWS

29

9:00-10:00 A.M.
BONE BUILDERS

10:30 A.M.
PASTOR JEFF’S
BIBLE STUDY

30

7:30-8:30 P.M.
IAA MIXED GROUP

31
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MONTH AT A GLANCE ... RACKETORSCHOD I o

1

8:00 P.M. N.A.
GROUP MEETING

2 TenTH 3 4 5 6 7 8

SUNDAY OF ' , '
PENTECOST 9:00-10:00 AM.  |NO SEW-SEWS 9382“; S‘S?Lﬁ'év'rés 7:30-8:30 P.M. 9:00-11:00 A.M. gggﬁﬂ"mgéme
BONE BUILDERS AA MIXED GROUP |[WOMEN’S AA
9:30 A.M. LIVE 10:30 A.M. GROUP
STREAMING 12 NOON i PASTOR JEFF’S
WORSHIP AA MIXED GROUP BIBLE STUDY [ " PAsTOR ON vACATION >
9 eeventn (10 11 12 13 14 15
SUNDAY OF 9:00-10:00 A.M. 9:00-10:00 A.M.
PENTECOST BONE BUILDERS |NO SEW-SEWS  |[BONE BUILDERS [7:30-8:30 P.M. 8:00 P.M. N.A.
AA MIXED GROUP GROUP MEETING
9:30 A.M. LIVE 12 NOON 10:30 A.M.
STREAMING AA MIXED GROUP PASTOR JEFF’S
WORSHIP BIBLE STUDY

I PASTOR ON VACATION >

16 werrrn (17 18 19 20 21 22

SUNDAY OF 9:00-10:00 A.M. 9:00-10:00 A.M.

PENTECOST BONE BUILDERS |NO SEW-SEWS BONE BUILDERS  [7:30-8:30 P.M. 10:00 A.M. 5:00 P.M. DINNER

0:30 A M. LIVE 12 NOON 10:30 AM. IAA MIXED GROUP \év%vllﬁn S BIBLE CHURCH

STREAMING AA MIXED GROUP PASTOR JEFF’S 8:00 P.M. N.A.

WORSHIP BIBLE STUDY GROUP MEETING
2:00-3:30 P.M.

GRIEF SUPPORT

23 THIRTEENTH 24 25 26 27 28 29

SUNDAY OF 9:00-10:00 A.M. 9:00-10:00 A.M.
PENTECOST BONE BUILDERS  [NO SEW-SEWS BONE BUILDERS  |7:30-8:30 P.M.
[AA MIXED GROUP
9:30 A.M. LIVE 12 NOON 10:30 A.M.
STREAMING AA MIXED GROUP PASTOR JEFF’S
WORSHIP NEWSLETTER BIBLE STUDY
SUBMISSION
DEADLINE
30 rourteentH |31
SUNDAY OF 9:00-10:00 A.M.
PENTECOST BONE BUILDERS
9:30 A.M. LIVE 12 NOON
STREAMING [AA MIXED GROUP
WORSHIP
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