
 
 

July 19, 2026 9:30 a.m. Worship 

 



SHEPHERD OF THE GLADES LUTHERAN CHURCH 

A Lutheran Community of Christian Believers – ELCA 

6020 Rattlesnake Hammock Road, Naples, FL  34113 

Website:  www.sotgweb.org email:  sotg6020@gmail.com 

Telephone:  239-775-0696 Pastor Jeff:  641-529-2479 

 

All Are Welcome! 

All who have come to worship are heartily welcomed.  Let us joyfully open our hearts to God and 

to one another. 

You are encouraged to participate in all that Shepherd of the Glades has to offer and to make 

Shepherd of the Glades your spiritual home. 

If Shepherd of the Glades can be of service to you or if you would like Pastor Jeff to contact you, 

please so indicate on the pew welcome sheet. 

 

July 19, 2026 9:30 a.m. Worship 
Please stand where indicated by +                                     Congregation is invited to join where indicated by bold type 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                  Amazing Grace,  John Sherman 

   

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us confess our sin to God. 

     Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P Compassionate God, 

C we confess to you all our sins.  Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.  In 

your mercy, call us back to you.  Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.  Restore us 

to dwell in your peace.  In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 

P Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 

you rest.”  In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven.  Rest in 

God’s love. 

C Amen. 
 

+ GATHERING HYMN                              “Praise and Thanksgiving”                             ELW #689 

 

A The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 

C And also with you. 
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+ KYRIE 

 
 



+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 

A Let us pray. 

C Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and 

compassion.  By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted 

in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8 
6 Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:  I am the first, and I am  

the last; besides me there is no god. 
7 Who is like me?  Let them proclaim it; let them declare and set it forth before me.  Who has  

announced from of old the things to come?  Let them tell us what is yet to be. 
8 Do not fear or be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it?  You are my witnesses!  Is  

there any god besides me?  There is no other rock; I know not one. 
 

A The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 86:11-17 (read responsively) 
11 Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart to revere your  

name. 
12 I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, and glorify your name forevermore. 
13 For great is your love toward me; you have delivered me from the pit of death. 
14 The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people seeks my life; they  

have not set you before their eyes. 
15 But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth. 
16 Turn to me and have mercy on me; give your strength to your servant, and save the child of  

your handmaid. 
17 Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame;    

because you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me. 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25 
12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—

13 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the 

body, you will live.  14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.  15 For you did not 

receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you received a spirit of adoption.  When we cry, 

“Abba!  Father!”  16 it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and 

if children, then heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that we 

may also be glorified with him. 
18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about 

to be revealed to us.  19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of 

God, 20 for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but by the will of the one who 

subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its enslavement to decay and will 

obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  22 We know that the whole creation has been 

groaning together as it suffers together the pains of labor, 23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, 

who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our 

bodies.  24 For in hope we were saved.  Now hope that is seen is not hope, for who hopes for what one 

already sees?  25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 



A The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

+ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

+ THE HOLY GOSPEL according to:  Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

24 Jesus put before the crowds another parable:  “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 

someone who sowed good seed in his field,25 but while everybody was asleep an enemy came and 

sowed weeds among the wheat and then went away.  26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, 

then the weeds appeared as well.  27 And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, 

did you not sow good seed in your field?  Where, then, did these weeds come from?’  28 He answered, 

‘An enemy has done this.’  The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’  29 But 

he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them.  30 Let both of 

them grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first 

and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 
36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house.  And his disciples approached him, saying, 

“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.”  37 He answered, “The one who sows the good 

seed is the Son of Man; 38 the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the 

weeds are the children of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is 

the end of the age, and the reapers are angels.  40 Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with 

fire, so will it be at the end of the age.  41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out 

of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42 and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, 

where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 

kingdom of their Father.  Let anyone with ears listen!” 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 



SERMON           Rev. Jeffrey T. Ungs  

 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY                       “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”                      ELW #693 

 

+ APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

A Let us proclaim our trust in the presence and power of God in our lives with the words of the  

Apostles’ Creed. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy spirit, 

  the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

+ PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

A Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and 

all of creation. 

     A brief silence. 
 

A God our source, protect your church from those who sow weeds among the wheat.  Where we 

trade grace for judgment, restore us, and where we get lost among the complexities of life, guide 

us.  God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

A God our creator, sustain creation in places not easily seen; the depths of oceans, microscopic 

plants and animals, galaxies beyond our own.  May we share earth’s dedication to hope for what 

we do not yet see.  God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

A God our soil, we yearn to live on your lands and waters with justice and in righteousness.  Renew 

the hearts of all in authority, that our leaders guide wisely toward the flourishing of all.  God of 

grace, 

C hear our prayer. 



 

P God our rock, be a source of constancy for those whose lives have been uprooted by war, 

eviction, global climate change, unemployment, harassment, false witness to their character, or 

illness or injury.  We pray especially for Ana Maria Gilliam, Doug Walck, Fred & Loretta Ruff, 

Linda & Gary Salisbury, Nick & Anita Lehr, Patricia Lussky, Renee, Sara Hundley, Susan Schacht 

and Wayne Cokes.  God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

A God our teacher, guide and provide for all summer camp staff and campers, daycare 

professionals, librarians, summer school educators and coaches, teachers preparing for the 

coming academic year, and youth becoming first-time babysitters.  God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Rejoice with us as we recognize the birthdays of our friends Grayson Brown, Randy Kuzel,  

Dorothy Hintzman, Andrea Tack, Adele Boehle, Cadence Snover, Jocelyn Snover, Sue Walck, 

Diana Cowles, Bill Masterson and Pat Spanitz.  Continue to bless the marriages of James & Lori 

Bernabei and Jamshed & Pam Bhathena.  God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

A God our hope, the message of your salvation is planted among us in all times and places.  We 

give you thanks for the witness of all the saints who shine like the sun in your presence.  God of 

grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon 

you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

 

+ SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

A The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 

OFFERTORY 

We give an offering to show thanks for God’s blessings, and to support the 

ministries of God’s Church, near and far.  Offering collection plates are 

available upon entry to the sanctuary before worship or as you leave after its 

conclusion.  To give electronically, just scan this code with your phone or visit 

our website:  www.sotgweb.org. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A Let us pray. 

C Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.  Help us take heart in you and 

share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance.  We ask this in 

the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.  Amen. 
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PROPER PREFACE 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love you sent 

to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the 

poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for 

the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and the blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor 

and glory, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung) 
 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION                            I Have Loved You, John Sherman                                                  

All are invited and welcome to come forward to partake of the sacrament of Holy Communion.  

If you would like communion brought to you in your pew, please notify an usher.  For your safety and 

convenience, you will have a choice of coming to the altar rail or taking communion in your pew in an 

individually sealed container. 

If, for any reason, you are not comfortable receiving communion, but would like to receive a 

blessing, please come forward and cross your arms, indicating you wish to receive a blessing. 

The Eucharist is celebrated by intinction.  Our Altar Guild at all communion services offers grape 

juice (lighter color), as well as wine (darker color), for intinction, the dipping of the wafer into the wine 

or juice.  One chalice will hold both wine and grape juice.  Note:  Gluten free wafers are offered, as well, 

in the Narthex or as you come forward. 

Heaven has come near.  Come, share in the feast! 

 

+ PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance 

of your love.  Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you 

have shared with us.  We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 



+ THE BLESSING 

P Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 

C Amen. 

 

+ SENDING HYMN                               “For the Fruit of All Creation”                              ELW #679 

 

+ DISMISSAL 

P Heaven has come near.  Go, share the good news! 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

MINISTRIES FOR TODAY 

Ushers:    Doris Marderness, Karen Peterson and Ron & Barb Modjeska 

Lector:      Mary Sherman 

Communion Assistants:  Ron & Barb Modjeska 

Assisting Worship Leader:   Scott Krenz 

Altar Guild:     Barb Modjeska 

A/V Technicians:     Abraham Ungs and Laurie Sullivan 

 

The flowers are given by Marcia Schacht in loving memory of Robert Schacht and Tom Watts 

 

THIS WEEK 

Office hours are 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

Pastor Jeff is available by appointment in the office or by cell phone. 

Wednesday 2:00 p.m. Grief Support meets in the Choir Room 

Saturday 5:00 p.m. Eat, Pray, Love dinner church in Hanson Hall 

   

ONGOING WEEKLY HAPPENINGS 
 

Mondays 9:00 a.m. Bone Builders gather in Hanson Hall 

  Noon  Alcoholics Anonymous meet in Hanson Hall 
 

Wednesdays 9:00 a.m. Bone Builders gather in Hanson Hall 

  10:30 a.m. Pastor’s Bible Study in the Choir Room 
 

Saturdays 9:00 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous meet in Hanson Hall 
 

Sundays 9:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary and Online – service is live-streamed on YouTube  

or can be accessed on our website, www.sotgweb.org. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Would you like to serve as Assisting Worship Leader?  There is a volunteer sign-up sheet in the Narthex. 

Choose a Sunday (or more) and provide your name and phone number.  Speak with Pastor Jeff if you 

have questions. 

 

If you or someone you know is hospitalized and would like a visit from Pastor Jeff, please call the church 

office.  Local hospitals do not notify churches when one of their congregants is admitted. 

 

Please remember to sign in on the pew pad and pass it down the row so all may sign.  This allows the 

church office to maintain accurate records for our annual attendance reports to the Synod.  Thank you! 

 

Dates are available throughout the summer to sponsor the altar flowers in celebration or memory of a 

person or occasion.  Sign-up sheet is on the wall in the Narthex or you may call the office during normal 

business hours.  Cost is $40 per arrangement. 
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