
 
September 20, 2026 9:30 a.m. Worship 



SHEPHERD OF THE GLADES LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A Lutheran Community of Christian Believers – ELCA 

6020 Rattlesnake Hammock Road, Naples, FL  34113 
Website:  www.sotgweb.org email:  sotg6020@gmail.com 
Telephone:  239-775-0696 Pastor Jeff:  641-529-2479 

 

All Are Welcome! 
All who have come to worship are heartily welcomed.  Let us joyfully open our hearts to God and 

to one another. 
You are encouraged to participate in all that Shepherd of the Glades has to offer and to make 

Shepherd of the Glades your spiritual home. 
If Shepherd of the Glades can be of service to you or if you would like Pastor Jeff to contact you, 

please so indicate on the pew welcome sheet. 
 

Please stand where indicated by +                          Congregation is invited to join in where indicated by bold type 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the 

earth. 

C Amen. 
 

P Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 

     Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P Compassionate God, 

C we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts.  

Creation groans from overuse.  Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.  

Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.  Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine 

love to others.  Turn our hearts back to you.  Restore our world and reconcile us to one 

another.  Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

P Hear this good news:  We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no 

condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.  Receive freely this healing 

gift of grace. 

C Amen. 
 

+ GATHERING Hymn                                  “Take My Life, That I May Be”                                  #583 
 

A The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy spirit be  
with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Let us pray. 
C Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants.  

Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train 

us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Jonah 3:10—4:11 
10 When God saw what the people of Ninevah did, how they turned from their evil ways, God 

changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them, and he did not do it. 
4:1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry.  2 He prayed to the Lord and 

said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country?  That is why I fled to Tarshish 

at the beginning, for I knew that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in 

steadfast love, and relenting from punishment.  3 And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is 

better for me to die than to live.”  4 And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?”  5 Then Jonah 

went out of the city and sat down east of the city and made a booth for himself there.  He sat under it 

in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 
6 The Lord God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, 

to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush.  7 But when dawn came up 

the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered.  8 When the sun rose, 

God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and 

asked that he might die.  He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 
9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?”  And he said, “Yes, angry 

enough to die.”  10 Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor 

and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night.  11 And should I not 

be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty 

thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left and also many animals?” 
 

A The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM:  Psalm 145:1-8 (read responsively) 
1 I will exalt you, my God and king, and bless your name forever and ever. 
2 Every day will I bless you and praise your name forever and ever. 
3 Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised!  There is no end to your greatness. 
4 One generation shall praise your works to another and shall declare your power. 
5 I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty and all your marvelous works. 
6 They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, and I will recount your greatness. 
7 They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; they shall sing joyfully of your  

righteousness. 
8 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 

 

 

 

 



SECOND READING:  Philippians 1:21-30 
21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain.  22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful 

labor for me, yet I cannot say which I will choose.  23 I am hard pressed between the two:  my desire is 

to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better, 24 but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for 

you.  25 Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your 

progress and joy in faith, 26 so that, by my presence again with you, your boast might abound in Christ 

Jesus because of me. 
27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see 

you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side 

by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel 28 and in no way frightened by those opposing you.  For 

them, this is evidence of their destruction but of your salvation.  And this is God’s doing.  29 For he has 

graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ but of suffering for him as well, 30 since 

you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
 

A The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

+ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
+ THE HOLY GOSPEL according to:  Matthew 20:1-16 
 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:]  1 “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 

morning to hire laborers for his vineyard.  2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the day, 

he sent them into his vineyard.  3 When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in 

the marketplace, 4 and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is 

right.’  So they went.  5 When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the 

same.  6 And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around, and he said to them,  



‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’  7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’  He said 

to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’  8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 

manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the 

first.’  9 When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received a denarius.  10 Now when the 

first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received a denarius.  11 And 

when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one 

hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching 

heat.’  13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for 

a denarius?  14 Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to 

you.  15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me?  Or are you envious because I 

am generous?’  16 So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                                                                                                     Rev. Tara McGraw 
 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY                                                   “As Saints of Old”                                                   #695 
 

+ APOSTLES’ CREED 
A Let us proclaim our trust in the presence and power of God in our lives with the words of the  

Apostles’ Creed. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

+ PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

A Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God hears 

us. 

     A brief silence. 
 

A Hold your church accountable for our unwillingness to share your good news and our anger at 

your generosity to others.  Nourish us by your grace to be witnesses to your love.  Hear us, O 

God. 

C Your mercy is great. 



 

A Guide scientists and researchers studying responses to the climate crisis so that all your creation 

may inspire us to give thanks for your great goodness.  Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A Show employers the benefits of equal pay standards for all their employees.  Reconcile conflicts 

between employees.  Fill places of employment with camaraderie, and bring an end to 

employment disparity.  Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

P Encourage any who cannot work or who cannot work a full day with the truth that their value 

comes from your everlasting love for them.  Provide for those who are injured, ill, and for all in 

any need especially Annie Barikmo, Diane, Doug Walck, Erich Herath, Mark Welch, Mark & Teryl 

Hammerschick, Lorna Gauthier, Nick & Anita Lehr, Susan Schacht, Tom Sullivan and the family 

of John Jordan.  Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A Strengthen all those in this congregation whose labor serves the needs of others in the 

community.  Inspire all in this congregation to support community endeavors with our time and 

talents.  Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

P Rejoice with us as we recognize the birthdays of our friends Karen Kuzel, Larry Spees, Kim  

Ciaramitaro and Barbara Harvey.  Continue to bless the marriages of Guy & Pat Cooper and 

 David Ochoa & Myrka Gonzalez.  Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A Comfort us with the promise of the resurrection as we remember all our loved ones whose desire 

to be with Jesus is fulfilled.  Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

P Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see 

that we need.  We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

C Amen. 
 

+ SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
A The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with youl 
 

OFFERTORY 
We give an offering to show thanks for God’s blessings, and to support the 
ministries of God’s Church, near and far.  Offering collection plates are 
available upon entry to the sanctuary before worship or as you leave after its 
conclusion.  To give electronically, just scan this code with your phone or visit 
our website:  www.sotgweb.org. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
A Let us pray. 

C God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.  All blessings are 

from you; make us generous with what we have.  Use our gifts, our abilities, and our 

hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.  Amen. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love you sent 

to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the 
poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.  
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and the blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor 
and glory, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever 
and ever.  Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
All are invited and welcome to come forward to partake of the sacrament of Holy Communion.  

If you would like communion brought to you in your pew, please notify an usher.  For your safety and 
convenience, you will have a choice of coming to the altar rail or taking communion in your pew in an 
individually sealed container. 

If, for any reason, you are not comfortable receiving communion, but would like to receive a 
blessing, please come forward and cross your arms, indicating you wish to receive a blessing. 

The Eucharist is celebrated by intinction.  Our Altar Guild at all communion services offers grape 
juice (lighter color), as well as wine (darker color), for intinction, the dipping of the wafer into the wine 
or juice.  One chalice will hold both wine and grape juice.  Note:  Gluten free wafers are offered, as well, 
in the Narthex or as you come forward. 

Christ invites you to this table.  All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
 

+ PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.  By your 

Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.  Make us living signs of your liberation, 

healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

C Amen. 
 

 
 



+ THE BLESSING 
 

P The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 

P The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

+ SENDING HYMN                                                “Lord of All Hopefulness”                                                #765 
 

+ DISMISSAL 
P Go out in joy.  Be led forth in peace. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

MINISTRIES FOR TODAY 

Altar Guild                                                                                                           Barb Modjeska 

Assisting Worship Leader                                                                                          Scott Krenz 

Audio/Visual Technicians                                                                  Laurie Sullivan and Abraham Ungs 

Communion Assistants                                                        Brenda Charleston and Charlotte Wahlig 

Lector                                                                                             Scott Krenz 

Pulpit Supply                                                                                 Rev. Tara McGraw 

Ushers        Jackie Masterson, Liz McGuire, Brenda Charleston and Charlotte Wahlig 

 
 

The altar flowers are given by Heidi Dziubla in memory of Erich Bauer, Sr. on his birthday; and in 

celebration of the birthdays of Erich Bauer, Jr., Kim Ciaramitaro and Leni Bauer 

 

Shepherd of the Glades welcomes and thanks Rev. Tara McGraw for filling our pulpit during Pastor 

Jeff’s vacation time. 

 
THIS WEEK 

Office hours are 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
Pastor Jeff will be away until September 23rd.  Should you need pastoral care during this time, 
you may call the church office. 
 

Friday  6:30 p.m. Haitian Church Bible Study meets in Hanson Hall 
 

Saturday 5:00 p.m. Eat, Pray, Love dinner church gathers in Hanson Hall 
 

There will NOT be a Women’s Bible Study in September. 

 
 
 
 



ONGOING WEEKLY HAPPENINGS 
 

Mondays 9:00 a.m. Bone Builders gather in Hanson Hall 
  Noon  Alcoholics Anonymous meet in Hanson Hall 
 

Wednesdays 9:00 a.m. Bone Builders gather in Hanson Hall 
  10:30 a.m. Bible Study in the Choir Room – David Ochoa will facilitate the discussion  

this week. 
 

Saturdays 8:00 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous meet in Hanson Hall 
 

Sundays 9:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary and Online – service is live-streamed on YouTube  
or can be accessed on our website, www.sotgweb.org. 

  9:30 a.m. Iglesia Luterana Confesional Conexión worships in Hanson Hall 
  6:00 p.m. Eglise Baptiste Les Elus de Naples worships in Hanson Hall 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Eat, Pray, Love Dinner church happens this coming Saturday.  Can you help?  Contact the church office 

or fill out a volunteer card found on the table in the Narthex. 

  

Would you like to serve as Assisting Worship Leader?  There is a volunteer sign-up sheet in the Narthex.  

Choose a Sunday (or more) and provide your name and phone number.  Speak with Pastor Jeff if you 

have questions. 

 

If you or someone you know is hospitalized and would like a visit from Pastor Jeff, please call the church 

office.  Local hospitals do not notify churches when one of their congregants is admitted. 

 

Please remember to sign in on the pew pad and pass it down the row so all may sign.  This allows the 

church office to maintain accurate records for our annual attendance reports to the Synod.  Thank you! 

 

Dates are available to sponsor the altar flowers in celebration or memory of a person or occasion.  Sign-

up sheet is on the wall in the Narthex or you may call the office during normal business hours.  Cost is 

$40 per arrangement. 

 

2027 Calendars Are Here!  Cost is $8 and proceeds will be used to buy supplies for Blessing Bags.  

They may be purchased in the church office during normal business hours. 
 

SHEPHERD OF THE GLADES LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Our mission is “Transforming lives through the Living Word of God.” 

Pastor                                                                                                                         Rev. Jeffrey T. Ungs 
Director of Music                                                                                                              Megan Cianflone 
Congregational President                                                                                                   Penny Morken 
Administrative Assistants to the Pastor                                        Lynn Dickerman and Deanna Colbert  
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